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Alnternational engagement in Central Asia has mostly been from the geopolitical
viewpoint, rather than from the developmental perspective.

Mevelopment of a common EU defined strategy towards Central Asia could only
evolve after almost a decade ofthe creation of Central Asia.

U Divergence in the foreign policy interests of EU member countries.

U Interest-based approach and Value-based approach.

Aramework for EU cooperation with Central Asia is structured around the EU-
Central Asia: Strategy for New Partnership 2007 .

AGermany was the first European country who sent diplomatic missions to the
Central Asian region as early as1992.

ASince2000, the EU also started to recognise the growing problems affecting the
region.



An the post 9/11 period, EUOS rel ati on:
foreign policy towards Afghanistan.

AStrategy for A New Partnership introduced in 2007.

ARussia and China Factor.

AThe launching of the Silk Road Economic Belt by China and the Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU) by Russia was seen as a move to extend their respective influence in

the region.

Arhe Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) has also been favourable for the
development of economic cooperation between China and Central Asia.



A In order to maximise future opportunities to advance European interests,
formation of atrilateral with India may be explored.

A Theidea of atrilateral like EU-Central Asia-India can be plausible.
A Establishing regional connectivity
U  Connectivity and the link between economic prosperity and development.

U Exploring opportunities through International Transport Corridor Europe-
CaucasusAsia(TRACECA).

U India can sign multilateral agreements and provide technical assistance in
multi -modal transport system.

U UseChabaharand INSTC to enhancelndia-Central Asia-EU connectivity .

U For India, development and extension of this route can also enable it to
transport goods to the European markets.



European Union
TRACECA participating states
| TRACECA agreement signed, but not yet participating

Source: www .nlr .org
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A Institutional Cooperation

U High level political and security dialogue have taken place between the EU
and Central Asian countries.

U How and why should India be a part of this dialogue process?

U Threats faced by India and Central Asia might be same but their nature is
different .

U Dialogues can create atmosphere of peace and stability in the Eurasian
region.

U Closer Eurasian collaboration in confronting common threats or
establishment of working groups designated to coordinate and suggest policy
actions can be helpful .

U  Exchanging best practices on areassuch asenvironmental protection, human
resource development, technology transfer, capacity building and food security
cooperation.



Cooperation in the service sector

U India can help support reforms in the education sector in Central
Asia by assisting the EU in project coordination,

U Invest in technical, vocational and secondary education.

U India can offer substantial help in planned construction of dams
and modification of energy supplies to Central Asia.

ACounter -Terrorism Cooperation:

U While increasing connectivity provides many opportunities,
problems such as terrorism and insurgency trumps everything
ranging from development, integration and connectivity.

U Institutionalized security dialogues between regional experts can
be advantageous to prosecute terrorists, shut down terror camps and
prohibit terror financing and make cross -border terrorism an
extraditable offence.



ACooperation in energy sector:

U EU has expressed significant interests in building energy cooperation
and security with the countries of Central Asia as well as with India.

U Energy efficiency in buildings, development of renewable energy
sources including solar and offshore wind, energy research and
innovation.

U Governments can develop crosssectoral policies on connectivity, at the
national, regional and sub-regional levels.

U This would also call for strengthening of institutional mechanisms.



Conclusion:

AGlobalisation and economic growth has provided opportunities to link
major arteries joining Europe and Asia within the vast Eurasian expanse.

A-or the implementation of the goals and objectives laid down in the
Strategy of 2007, the EU seeks to closely cooperate with all the
neighbouring countries of Central Asia.

Andia can very well fit into the larger context and form partnership with
the EU and Central Asia.

Andia who can play a pro -active role in providing the base for this
trilateral partnership.


















































































































