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Africa

Nana Akufo-Addo managed to clinch Ghana presidency

After two failed bids, Nana Akufo-Addo has managed to clinch Ghana's presidency. He
had long been seen as an aloof elitist but now many Ghanaians hope the 72-year-old will
be the one to fix the economy and create jobs.

Ghanain President John Mahama called opposition leader Nana Akufo-Addo late
Friday to concede defeat following a hotly contested election, party and election
officials said.

According to the election commission Akufo-Addo secured 53.85 percent of the
vote whereas President John Dramani Mahama received 44.4 percent. In what was
widely seen as his last chance to clinch Ghana's presidency, Nana Akufo-Ado has been
swept into office by a majority of Ghanaian voters desirous of change. He will now
take charge of the West African nation that his father ruled from 1970 to 1972.

Akufo-Addo ran on a campaign ticket promising a series of measures to
stimulate the economy and increase employment. He will be sworn in as Ghana's next
president in January 2017. But it remains to be seen if he will be able to run for a
constitutionally-allowed second term in 2020 - as he will then be 76 years old.

Tanzania: JKT, Prisons for More Pulse Crop As Dar Eyes Ready Indian
Market'
Tanzania plans to use the National Service, JKT and Prisons Department to increase
agricultural production, notably in leguminous crops, as it eyes exporting six million
metric tonnes of pulses to Indian markets.

India, the world largest consumer of pulses, takes about 50 per cent out of the
13.6 million tonnes produced annually, with Tanzania contributing only 2.5 per cent.

According to Indian Deputy High Commissioner to Tanzania, Robert
Shetkintong, India imports an average of six million tonnes a year to meet growing
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demand for the nutritious food crop. About 55 per cent of its requirements is imported
from Canada, the US and Australia. The three countries are far from India and it is
very expensive than importing from Tanzania.To seize the opportunity Tanzania must
improve quality thereby using modern farming technology. A delegate from India is
expected very soon to arrive in Tanzania to share moment and experience with their
counterparts on improving pulses production.The delegate will introduce modern
faming equipment as well as new scientific methods for farming.

The government admitted to have insufficiently utilised the arable land to less
than 30 per cent, but said it was well organised to further meet local and international
market demands.

Zambia and Russia sign Nuclear Deal *

Following a directive by President Edgar Lungu for the country to develop
nuclear energy, Zambia and Russia have signed four Memoranda of understanding
(MoU) to turn Zambia into a hub of nuclear science for peaceful purposes. The four
MoU signed will be implemented over a period of 15 years.

ROSATOM deputy director-general Nickolay Spassky signed the MoU on
behalf of Russia, while the Zambian delegation was led by Secretary to the Cabinet
Roland Msiska, who oversaw the signing process done by relevant permanent
secretaries.

Dr Msiska said there were a number of benefits for Zambia in the programme.
The deal entails that within 15 years, Russia will assist Zambia train young nuclear
energy engineers, plan for nuclear power plant personnel, develop a nuclear energy
regulator and build a nuclear plant, which will provide medicine, agricultural services
and energy.

Dr Msiska said apart from developing Zambia's capability to operate nuclear
energy, the country would be turned into a hub of nuclear medicine for cancer
treatment in the region. The development of nuclear science will halt load-shedding as
a result of the alternative energy. He further said that nuclear science would also
create 10 jobs for each job created in the nuclear plant.However, the onus is on the
media to help demystify nuclear science, which in Zambia was frowned upon due to a
perception that it was dangerous.

The second agreement was between the Ministry of Health and
ROSTECHNADZOR, which would strengthen cooperation in Nuclear Safety and
regulation. This MoU will pave way for the Russian Federation to assist Zambia to
enhance the capacity of the Radiation Protection Authority by developing a regulatory
framework appropriate for heightened nuclear and radiation activities.

The third MoU is between the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
Services and ROSATOM on cooperation in enhancement of public awareness of
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nuclear energy in Zambia. Information and Broadcasting Services Permanent Secretary
Godfrey Malama, who signed one of the agreements, said the Government expected
communication agents to effectively convey messages that would positively impact on
citizens for the successful development of the nuclear programme. Mr Malama said
the agreement was aimed at enhancing public awareness and acceptance of nuclear
energy in the country using the experience and expertise of the Russian Federation.
He said Zambia would work jointly with the Russian Federation to develop
educational materials on nuclear energy in both English and local languages to
promote and increase public awareness on nuclear energy.

The fourth is a project development Agreement between JSC Rusatom Overseas
and Ministry of High Education for the construction of the Centre for Nuclear Science
and Technology in Zambia.Ministry of Higher Education Permanent Secretary Owen
Mugemezulu said Zambia was hungry for development and ROSATOM would respond
to that need. He said the Government would plan for a nuclear law. Mr Mugemezulu
said 20 Zambians were already in Russia studying nuclear energy.

Mr Spassky said the MoU signing was important to Russia because it signalled a
beginning of stronger bilateral ties. The ties would be long-term and spearheaded by
the youth who would develop cheaper and sustainable energy, jobs and medicine.

West African Countries Ban 'Dirty European Fuel”

Five West African countries have banned some European fuel imports, because
they say they are too dirty. Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Ghana and Coéte d'Ivoire are
introducing stricter standards to cut vehicle emissions and improve air quality in
cities.

Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Ghana, and Cote d'Ivoire have decided to ban fuel coming
from Europe after campaign group Public Eye issued a damning report which said that
European trading firms have been exploiting weak regulations in West Africa to export
fuels with levels of sulphur up to 300 times higher than those permitted in Europe.

The Dirty Diesel report highlights the pivotal role played by Swiss commodity
trading companies in Africa's fuel industry. On land or at sea, they mix a
petrochemical cocktail from refinery products and other components known in the
industry as "African quality".

Valentino Viredaz, one the report's authors said that it increases the amount of
sulphur dioxide produced, so sulphur in fuel directly transforms but it also has a
corrosive effect on cars and especially on the emission control technology in cars. It
will increase the overall amount of air pollution, in terms of particulate matter, but
also nitrogen oxide and many other pollutants. Also this "African quality” fuel not only
has a high sulphur content but also toxic substances such as benzene and polycyclical
aromatic hydrocarbons, all substances that are shown to be very toxic for humans.
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The group's analysis revealed the diesel samples contained up to 378 times more
sulphur than is permitted in Europe.

After a summit with the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) the
five countries decided to limit sulphur in fuels from 3,000 parts per million to 50 parts
per million, 60 times less.This means that these countries will have to adopt stricter
rules when it comes to what they import.

Africa's Dictators Club Has Much to Fear after Yahya Jammeh's Fall*
The fall of Yahya Jammeh, or to confer his full title, His Excellency Sheikh Professor
Alhaji Dr Yahya Abdul-Aziz Awal Jemus Junkung Jammeh Naasiru Deen Babili Mansa
(Conqueror of Two Rivers) is a huge development.It is true that Gambia is a small
country of only two million.But Yahya Jammeh was not a trivial figure.

Due to his extreme eccentricities, he had drawn wide attention and become a
symbol of the suffering a self-anointed president-for-life, with no clear economic plan,
can inflict on his people.

Yahya Jammeh will not be missed and his shock defeat at the ballot box will
surely have sent a shiver down the spines of other self-declared life presidents. Can the
surprise outcome in the Gambia be pulled off in Uganda, Zimbabwe, Chad, Equatorial
Guinea, Cameroon, Burundi, the DRC and elsewhere?

What happened after the first major political earthquake of the multi-party era
in Zambia might offer a guide. On October 31, 1991, voters went to the polls to decide
between president Kenneth Kaunda, the gentleman president and "father of the
nation” who had become extremely unpopular amid an economic crisis, and his
challenger Frederick Chiluba, a fire-spitting trade unionist who promised greater
political freedom and offered a plan to revive the economy. Kaunda was absolutely
crushed. Chiluba won 81 per cent of the vote.

More shockingly, on a continent where most people had known presidents to
leave office only at death or in a coup, Kaunda stepped down. The outcome created a
panic in other single party dictatorships which were being forced to adopt competitive
politics at the end of the Cold War.

This is how the New York Times reported it on November 1, 1991: "Other
presidents who have held office for more than two decades have resisted suggestions
that they allow democratic elections: Mobutu Sese Seko, who is battling to hold on in
Zaire, H. Kamuzu Banda, who retains absolute authority in Malawi, and Felix
Houphouet-Boigny, who clings to power in the Ivory Coast despite an increasingly
vigorous opposition."In Kenya, Daniel arap Moi, President since 1978, has refused to
allow opposition parties."
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Of all those mentioned in the report, only Moi survived more than a decade in office,
after Kaunda's fall. Moi was wily enough to adopt some form of multi-partyism, while
using public funds to divide the opposition and open a path to victory, despite
securing less than 40 per cent of the vote in both the 1992 and 1997 elections.

The others were soon forced out of office. Kamuzu Banda was resoundingly
defeated by Bakili Muluzi in 1994.Mobutu fled into Togo in 1997 after his army refused
to fight on his behalf when Laurent Kabila's rebels approached Kinshasa. Houphouet-
Boigny, on the other hand, died in 1993 but his failure to allow a free choice of his
successor left Cote d'Ivoire in a protracted crisis. So the lesson from 1991 is that the fall
of a dictator can create, by example, a contagion effect that spreads beyond borders.

For those inclined to hold on to power violently, the recent exit of Blaise
Compaore, who fled Burkina Faso after protesters burned down parliament, shows
that there are limits to how far violent security forces can go in thwarting the will of
the people.

Jammeh, with his miracle cures for everything, extreme repression of rights and
murder of journalists and his wild policies including a campaign against "witches" that
left dozens dead, was rightly rejected by the people of Gambia. The club of dictators
will be losing more than a bit of sleep in the next few months.

European Union

Developing countries set to dump controversial trade agreements with the EU
following Brexit:

Leading academics Christopher Stevens and Jane Kennan, from the Overseas
Development Institute have estimated that developing countries in Africa and the
Caribbean have increasingly become wary of Europe’s situation post-Brexit vote and
will hence no longer see any worth in being tied to dictatorial Brussels policies, now
that the UK is no longer part of the bloc. This means that the EU’s roll-out of
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA), which are designed to create a free-trade
zone between Europe, Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific might be at stake.

Tanzania has already ditched a proposed deal between Brussels and the East
Africa Community (ECA) countries, citing the ‘turmoil’ engulfing the EU following the
Brexit vote and the skewed terms of the agreement. The country’s Foreign Affairs
permanent secretary Aziz Mlima reamrked, “Our experts have established that the
way it has been crafted, the EPA will not benefit local industries in East Africa. Instead
it will lead to their destruction as developed countries are likely to dominate the
market.”” The two trade experts have predicted that a number of other African and

5 Gutteridge, Nick, “Not worth it anymore! Hammer blow for Juncker as nations dump EU trade
deals post Brexit”, The Daily Express, September 22, 2016,

http:/ /www.express.co.uk /news/world /713260 /European-Union-EU-trade-Africa-Caribbean-
Pacific-EPAs-TTIP-CETA-Brexit accessed September 23, 2016.
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Caribbean countries will follow suit, because for most Commonwealth countries
Britain is by far the biggest market for their exports.

Even though Britain is no longer considered a ‘dominant EU importer’ from
Africa, Caribbean and Pacific countries, it does still ‘absorb a significant share’ of the
goods those countries sell, they added.

UK will defend its own military interests and NATO against any EU army:
In response to France and Germany’s proposal last week of setting up a permanent
defence structure for the EU, Britain recently remarked that it will resist new
European Union defence proposals if it feels the new defence structure undermines
NATO. Britain had been opposing establishment of a common defence plan for a long
time. Now that Britain has voted to leave the EU, Paris and Berlin both decided to give
the bloc a sense of purpose after the Brexit vote and also to counter the loss of the
union’s biggest defence spender.’

The new defence plans include a joint and permanent EU headquarters for
civilian and military missions, possibly in Brussels, which London says will drain away
finite resources when NATO already has its military command centre, also in Belgium.
Most EU members, including Britain, France and Germany, are also NATO allies.
While not proposing an EU army, Paris and Berlin see security and defence
cooperation as one of the few areas where the 27 EU governments could find common
ground and show that the EU is still relevant after a British departure.

Meanwhile, Secretary of Defence, Michael Fallon, told The Times last week, that
London would resist any attempts to duplicate infrastructure that already existed in
NATO, also saying there could be no ‘rival’ to NATO.

British diplomats have also stressed their EU colleagues that London would
oppose ‘ideas that would hamper the relationship with NATO and Britain’. London
supports working with EU militaries in some areas, such as in disaster relief or
confronting cyber attacks. It welcomes more efficient security coordination between
governments, which the EU proposals also seek to promote.

EU-India joint drug inspection may take off:

The drug regulators of EU and India have in principle agreed to conduct joint
inspections of pharmaceutical manufacturing wunits in India to ‘avoid
misunderstandings’ as was in the case of GVK Bio.” It must be remembered here that
in July 2015, the EU had banned the marketing of around 700 generic medicines for

6 “UK will defend its own military interests and NATO against any EU army”, The Daily Express,
September 22, 2016, http:/ /www.express.co.uk/news/world /713453 / Britain-defend-military-
interests-against-EU-army accessed September 23, 2016.

7 Kulshreshtha, Ashish, “European Union-India joint drug inspection may take-off”, The Economic
Times, September 22, 2016,

http:/ /economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry /healthcare/biotech / pharmaceuticals/european-
union-india-joint-drug-inspection-may-take-off/articleshow/54467880.cms accessed September 23,
2016.
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alleged manipulations of clinical trials conducted by India’s contract research from
GVK Biosciences, after which the Indian government suspended the EU Free Trade
Agreement (EUFTA) talks that were to resume in August. The move of agreeing to
joint inspections is expected to help the Indian regulators learn about the
international best practices.

Rafale Deal for 36 fighter jets finally sealed between India and France:

India recently signed a 7.8 billion Euro deal with France to acquire 36 Rafale
fighter jets. The deal was signed by Defence Minister of India Manohar Parrikar and
French Defence Minister Jean Yves Le Drian. The Rafale fighter jets come equipped
with cutting edge long-range missiles such as ‘Meteor’ and ‘Scalp’. The deal comes
with a saving of nearly 750 million Euros than the one struck during the previous UPA
government, which was scrapped by the Narendra Modi government. The features
that make the Rafale a strategic weapon in the hands of IAF is its Beyond Visual Range
(BVR) Meteor air-to-air missile with a range in excess of 150 km. Its integration on the
Rafale jets will mean IAF can hit targets inside both Pakistan and across the northern
and eastern borders while staying within India’s territorial boundary. ‘Scalp’, a long-
range air -to-ground cruise missile has a range in excess of 300 km. The acquisition of
this weapon is expected to give India an edge over its adversaries. Currently, neither
India nor Pakistan possesses a weapon of this standard.®

Hungarians likely to vote ‘No’ on next week’s referendum on migrant
quotas imposed by the EU:
The Prime Minister of Hungary, Viktor Orban has spoken against the EU migrant
policies calling for a referendum on October 2. Speaking ahead of the referendum, Mr.
Orban said, “We have to be very clear. We will never, never, ever accept the
mandatory quota for migrants.”

According to latest opinion polls at least two-thirds of the electorate will vote
‘no’. Billboards across Hungary proclaiming that Brussels plans to relocate a city’s
worth of potential terrorists to the country may have an even stronger influence on
Hungarians after a bomb recently exploded in Budapest. The EU had demanded
Hungary take 1,294 refugees but the country refused to oblige to the quota system
from the start and voted against it. Hungary has accepted no refugees under the plan.
However thousands of refugees trying to reach Germany flooded the streets of
Budapest and had set up make-shifts camps. Meanwhile, Orban’s government built
fences on its southern borders with Serbia and Croatia to tackle the issue. Initial fears
over voter’s turnout on the referendum have now been dismissed as Mr Orban’s
campaign has gained strong support across Hungary.

According to the Hungarian Free Press, Orban has framed the debate around
the issue of national sovereignty. The argument is that Hungary needs to resist against

8 “Rafale Deal: India sign agreement with France to acquire 36 jets”, The Indian Express, September 23,
2016, http:/ /indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india /rafale-deal-france-india-sign-
agreement-36-fighter-jets-3045870/ accessed September 23, 2016.
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decisions taken abroad, as it has done throughout its history.® Ministers and
lawmakers from the ruling right-wing Fidesz party are calling on supporters to go to
the polls on 2 October to make sure Orban gets the answer he wants to the following
referendum question: “Do you want the European Union to be able to order the
mandatory settlement of non-Hungarian citizens in Hungary without Parliament’s
consent?”"

North America
Canada

1) In ajoint statement with the leaders of France, Germany, Italy, the United
Kingdom and the United States on the situation in Aleppo (Syria), the
Prime Minister’s office stated that, The urgent need now is for an
immediate ceasefire to allow the United Nations to get humanitarian
assistance to people in eastern Aleppo and to provide humanitarian relief
to those who have fled eastern Aleppo. It also stated, the (Syrian) regime’s
refusal to engage in a serious political process also highlights the
unwillingness of both Russia and Iran to work for a political solution
despite their assurances to the contrary.”

2) Defence Minister Harjit S. Sajjan will travel to London, UK, on December 15
to participate in a meeting of defence ministers from the main force
contributors to the Counter-ISIL Military Coalition. Defence ministers will
gather to review the Global Coalition’s progress in halting and degrading
Daesh and to assess next steps in the ongoing battle in Mosul.”

3) The federal government of Canada is scrapping an immigration application
system that saw some Canadians paying hundreds of dollars to ensure
paperwork to sponsor family members was at the top of the pile. The
Liberals announced Wednesday that instead, applications for the coveted
parent and grandparent visa program will now be selected by lottery, and
not by which ones arrive first. Immigration Minister John McCallum says
the new system is designed for fairness.”

? Piet, Remi, “Hungary is free to follow the British road and leave the European Union”, Hungarian
Free Press, September 24, 2016, http:/ /hungarianfreepress.com/2016/09/24 /hungary-is-free-to-
follow-the-british-road-and-leave-the-european-union/ accessed September 26, 2016.

10 Lebor, Adam, “Hungary likely to reject European Union refugee quota”, The Independent,
September 25, 2016, http:/ /www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/ hungary-likely-to-reject-
european-union-refugee-quota-a7327661.html accessed September 26, 2016.

1 Prime Minister Justine Trudeau, “Joint statement from the leaders of Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, the United Kingdom and the United States on the situation in Aleppo (Syria),

http:/ /pm.gc.ca/eng#all, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

12 Government of Canada, “Minister Sajjan to Attend C-ISIL Military Coalition Meeting in
London,”http:/ /news.gc.ca/web/article-en.do?nid=1168939&tp=3, Accessed on 15 December2016.
13 The Canada Press, “Liberals Scrap Parent Visa Application Process That Sparked Controversy”,
http:/ /www huffingtonpost.ca/2016/12/14/feds-scrap-controversial-first-come-first-serve-parent-
visa-application-process_n_13626438.html, Accessed on 15 December 2016.
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4)

Ethics Commissioner Mary Dawson has decided to question Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau formally to determine whether he breached the
Conflict of Interest Act when he attended Liberal Party cash-for-access
fundraisers with corporate executives wanting favours from the federal
government. He will decide whether a full-scale investigation is required
into Liberal Party fundraisers, at which people pay up to $1,500 for
exclusive access to Mr. Trudeau or cabinet ministers in the homes of
wealthy Canadians. This is the first time in a decade Parliament’s
independent ethical watchdog has asked a sitting prime minister to defend
his integrity."

The United States

1)

President Elect Donald Trump announced some key appointment for the
new administration. He has named Mr. Rick Perry, the former governor of
Texas, to lead the Energy Department, an agency far more devoted to
national security and basic science than to the extraction of fossil fuels that
is Mr. Perry’s expertise. In choosing him to be secretary of energy, the
president-elect is elevating him to a cabinet post that Mr. Perry once said
he wanted to eliminate, a proposal that led to one of the most famous
gaffes in recent presidential politics. Texas is rich in energy resources, and
Mr. Perry is an enthusiastic supporter of extracting them. But it is not clear
how that experience would translate into leading the Energy Department.
Despite its name, the department plays the leading role in designing
nuclear weapons, thwarting their proliferation, and ensuring the safety and
reliability of the nation’s aging nuclear arsenal through a constellation of
laboratories considered the crown jewels of government science.”

The fossil fuel industry is enjoying a remarkable resurgence as its
executives and lobbyists shape President-elect Donald Trump’s policy
agenda and staff his administration. Oil and gas supporters have been
nominated to lead the Cabinet agencies that regulate the industry: former
Texas governor Rick Perry as energy secretary, Oklahoma Attorney General
Scott Pruitt as EPA administrator and Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-Mont.) as
interior secretary. Energy executives are advising Mr.Trump in more
informal ways, including Mr. Harold Hamm, a billionaire who heads the
major oil producer Continental Resources, and Mr. Carl Icahn, a billionaire
investor who owns a pair of oil refineries. Both men are friends of

14 ROBERT FIFE AND STEVEN CHASE, “Ethics Commissioner to question Trudeau on cash-for-
access fundraisers,” http:/ /www.theglobeandmail.com/news/ politics/ ethics-commissioner-to-
question-trudeau-on-cash-for-access-fundraisers/article33329767/, Accessed on 15 December 2016.
15 CORAL DAVENPORT, Rick Perry, Ex-Governor of Texas, Is Trump’s Pick as Energy Secretary,”
http:/ /www.nytimes.com/2016/12/13/us/ politics / rick-perry-energy-secretary-trump.html,
Accessed on 15 December 2016.




Mr.Trump’s and helped him devise energy and economic policies during
the campaign.'®

3) Presidential election recount efforts in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin came
to an end on Monday, with both states certifying Donald J. Trump as the
winner in contests that helped put him over the top in the Electoral
College tally. Mr. Trump’s victory in Wisconsin was reaffirmed after a
statewide vote recount showed him defeating Hillary Clinton by more than
22,000 votes. In Pennsylvania, a federal judge issued a stinging rejection of
a Green Party-backed request to recount paper ballots in that state’s
presidential election and scan some counties’ election systems for signs of
hacking. The Green Party candidate, Jill Stein, successfully requested and
paid for the Wisconsin recount, but the courts blocked her attempts for
similar statewide recounts in Pennsylvania and Michigan. A federal judge
halted Michigan’s recount last week after three days. Mr. Trump won
Michigan by fewer than 11,000 votes out of nearly 4.8 million votes cast.”

4) The CIA has concluded in a secret assessment that Russia intervened in the
2016 election to help Donald Trump win the presidency, rather than just to
undermine confidence in the U.S. electoral system, according to officials
briefed on the matter.

5) Intelligence agencies have identified individuals with connections to the
Russian government who provided WikiLeaks with thousands of hacked
emails from the Democratic National Committee and others, including
Hillary Clinton’s campaign chairman, according to U.S. officials. The
Trump transition team dismissed the findings in a short statement issued
Friday evening. “These are the same people that said Saddam Hussein had
weapons of mass destruction. The election ended a long time ago in one of
the biggest Electoral College victories in history. It’s now time to move on
and ‘Make America Great Again,’” the statement read. Mr. Trump has
consistently dismissed the intelligence community’s findings about Russian
hacking.®

16 Juliet Eilperin, Steven Mufson and Philip Rucker,” The oil and gas industry is quickly amassing
power in Trump’s Washington,” https:/ /www.washingtonpost.com/ politics/ the-oil-and-gas-
industry-is-quickly-amassing-power-in-trumps-washington/2016/12/14/0d4b26e2-c21c-11e6-9578-
0054287507db_story.html?utm_term=.6b932{884522, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

7 The New York Times, “Pennsylvania and Wisconsin End Election Recount Efforts,”

http:/ /www.nytimes.com/2016/12/12/us/pennsylvania-and-wisconsin-end-election-recount-
efforts.html, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

18 Adam Entous, Ellen Nakashima and Greg Miller, “Secret CIA assessment says Russia was trying to
help Trump win White House,” https:/ /www.washingtonpost.com/world /national-

security / obama-orders-review-of-russian-hacking-during-presidential-
campaign/2016/12/09/31d6b300-be2a-11e6-94ac-3d324840106c_story.html?utm_term=.b894cd0fcf87,
Accessed on 15 December 2016.
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Mexico

1) A decade after Mexico sent its soldiers into the streets to combat drug
cartels, the country’s top general has said troops should head back to their
barracks, arguing their role is ill-defined and counterproductive. Mexican
defence secretary Gen Salvador Cienfuegos comments came just days
before the 10th anniversary of then-president Felipe Calderdn’s decision to
deploy the armed forces against drug cartels and organized crime. The
conflict, launched 11 December 2006, has cost almost 200,000 lives and left
an estimated 28,000 missing. Soldiers have regularly been accused of
human rights violations in the course of the crackdown, which has exposed
shortcomings in Mexican policing and failed to establish order in many of
the troubled corners of the country.”

2) Deputy César Camacho announced the Chamber of Deputies could
possibly source the legal framework for army tasks in security matters.
Camacho added that the period of time to pass the provision does not have
a set deadline. He said Mexican armed forces have always behaved in a
patriotic and efficient manner, and a way to preserve them is to endow
them with a legal framework to carry out their work. This legal framework
will also benefit Mexican citizens by setting limits to the actions of the
army. On the other hand, Deputy Francisco Martinez Neri is in favor of
expediting the work to reach a resolution by January. “We are not
sufficiently prepared or armed, but it is necessary to restore the police on
the streets,” he said.*

Region: South America

1) Conservation reserves in Central America have shut indigenous peoples off
from their traditional lands and driven deforestation, community leaders
have told Climate Home. Since revolution in the region started to wind
down in the 1980s, there has been an internationally celebrated trend to
create large conservation areas. Hundreds of thousands of square
kilometres of forest have been placed within borders designed to protect
them. But according to a report released at a meeting of the Convention on
Biological Diversity in Mexico on Thursday, some of those areas have
placed restrictions on the tribes who made their living in the forest
through traditional, and what they say are sustainable, practices. The
report said that local communities in that area had been placed under tight

19 David Agren, “Mexican military not meant to serve in drug cartel crackdown, top general says,”
https:/ / www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/09/ mexico-military-drug-cartel-salvador-
cienfuegos, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

20 Yvonne Reyes, “Chamber Of Deputies May Decide Legal Framework For Army,”

http:/ /www.thenews.mx/mexico/chamber-of-deputies-may-decide-legal-framework-for-army/,
Accessed on 15 December 2016.
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Brazil

1)

2)

restrictions and disqualified from their traditional practices of selective
logging and are instead directed what crops to farm.*

Brazil’s senate has passed a controversial spending cap that will limit
public spending to inflation for the next 20 years, despite protests across
the country against the measure.

The spending cap, known as PEC 55, will now be signed off on 15
December. Its approval was seen as vital for the beleaguered government of
centrist President Michel Temer who took over from the leftist Dilma
Rousseff, after a divisive, eight-month impeachment process was
concluded in August. But the spending cap has been described by a senior
UN official as the most socially regressive austerity package in the world,
while Brazilian leftists argued that it will damage the country’s already
fragile health and education systems.*

Colombia

1)

Colombia's Farc rebel group has expelled five regional leaders for refusing
to demobilise and join a peace process agreed with the government. The
Farc urged other members not to pursue "this futureless path." Under the
terms of the accord, the rebels will give up their armed struggle and
become a political party. There are concerns that many rebels would prefer
to remain in the highly profitable cocaine smuggling business that the Farc
controlled in some areas. Profits from the production of cocaine and drug
trafficking was used to finance the Farc's operations.*

Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos has won the Nobel Peace Prize in
recognision of his efforts to purse a peace deal to end the longest running
war in the Americas. Mr. Santos accepted his award after brokering a deal
to stop the fighting in the 50-year conflict with the leftist rebel group
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, better known by its Spanish
acronym, FARC. Colombia's Congress approved the landmark agreement,
but it came only after a stunning referendum result in October in which
50.2% of Colombians voted against it. The peace deal was re-negotiated but
not put through referendum to ratify the reforms.**

2 The Guardian, “Indigenous land rights key to stopping deforestation in Central America,

https:/ /www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/dec/09/indigenous-land-rights-key-to-
stopping-deforestation-in-central-america, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

22 Dom Phillips, “Brazil senate approves austerity package to freeze social spending for 20 years,”
https:/ /www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/13/brazil-approves-social-spending-freeze-
austerity-package, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

2 BBC, “Colombia: Farc expels five leaders who 'refused to accept peace',”

http:/ /www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-38324186, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

2 Amy La Porte, “Colombian President accepts Nobel Peace Prize for deal with FARC,” Colombian
President accepts Nobel Peace Prize for deal with FARC, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

12




Venezuela

1)

3)

The governments of Venezuela and Trinidad and Tobago signed energy
development agreements Monday in Caracas. The Caribbean based
bilateral agreements come days after Venezuela celebrated the
Organization of Oil Producing Countries (OPEC) deal resulting in a
production cut of 32.5 million barrels of oil a day. The first agreement
establishes a project that will supply natural Venezuelan gas to Trinidad
and Tobago via an interconnection through the Dragon-CIGMA (Dragon
Field) export gas pipeline to the CIGMA complex near Guiria, in the Gulf of
Paria, Sucre state. Secondly, Venezuela signed an agreement between
Venezuelan oil company PDVSA and Shell Venezuela to reduce gas flaring
following concerns in Monagas state.This agreement builds on a
memorandum of understanding between the two Caribbean nations signed
earlier this year in which Trinidad and Tobago agreed to purchase gas from
Venezuela’s offshore Dragon Field. Both parties, PDVSA and Shell, also
signed a memorandum to begin negotiations to obtain financial resources
for the PDVSA-Shell Petroregional del Lago crude oil joint production
project in Maracaibo Lake’s Urdaneta West field, Zulia state.®

Venezuelan Minister of Foreign Affairs Delcy Rodriguez confirmed
Wednesday that her country would invoke the Common Market of the
South (MERCOSUR) Olivos Protocol in an attempt to resolve the issue of
its recent suspension from the regional bloc. The “Triple Alliance”
constituted by Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay have consistently targeted
Venezuela, justifying the recent decision to suspend Venezuela “because it
failed to implement Mercosur norms”. Rodriguez criticized Brazil,
Paraguay and Argentina for failing to attend a meeting scheduled Monday
to discuss the issue.>

Venezuela’s Central Bank (BCV) has announced that it will progressively
begin to circulate nine new higher denomination notes and coins as of
December 15. Triple digit inflation and the steady devaluation of the
Bolivar has made cash transactions increasingly unviable in Venezuela,
where the daily maximum withdrawal limit now barely covers the cost of
two packets of rice. Venezuelan citizens have increasingly begun to rely on
card payments to pay for goods and services to avoid carrying around wads
of cash to make simple purchases. It is hoped that the circulation of the
new bills will help to improve the efficiency of the country’s monetary
system.*”

%5 JEANETTE CHARLES, “Venezuela and Trinidad Sign Landmark Energy Agreements,”
https:/ /venezuelanalysis.com/news/12822, Accessed on 15 Deecember 2016.

26 Jeanette Charles, “Venezuela, Accessed on 15 December 2016.

27 Rachael Boothroyd-Rojas,” Venezuela’s Central Bank Announces New Banknotes and Coins,”
https:/ /venezuelanalysis.com/news/12821, Accessed on 15 December 2016.
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Russia

1 On December 1, representatives from India, Russia and China foreign ministry
held the first round of consultation on Asia-Pacific Affairs which included
regional security architecture, coordination, regional and multilateral fora,
anti-terrorism and other regional issues. The three countries also agreed that
that as important countries in the region, India, China and Russia have
extensive common interests and close views on many aspects of regional
agenda.”®

1 On December 6, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed an updated doctrine
on information security. It’s based on foreign states intensifying their efforts to
affect Russia’s internal affairs and cyber attacks against its key infrastructure.
The doctrine states that the limitless flow of information has a negative impact
on international security, as it can be employed to pursue geopolitical and
military goals, thus favouring organized crime, extremists and terrorists. It
explains that intelligence agencies of certain countries launch information and
psychological operations to destabilize societies in various regions. In this way,
they undermine the sovereignty and territorial integrity of other states. These
operations, coupled with the widespread use of information technology, may
involve faith- and ethnicity-based organizations, as well as human rights
groups. In turn, terrorist and extremist groups make use of psychological
operations to stir up ethnic and religious discord, intensify tensions in
communities, propagate extreme views, and recruit new followers. The doctrine
notes, Russian government agencies, scientific centres, and military industries
are being targeted by foreign intelligence services by means of electronic and
cyber surveillance. The Russian population, particularly the young, is affected
by these information and psychological operations, which aim to OAOT AA OEA
OPEOEOOAT AT A 11 OAl OAl OAOTokdutiek hdtsO ET| O
and challenges in the information environment, Russia will buld OOOOA OACE A
AROA O kit Qp efforts to OD OAOAT O  At® thdk AemMibrh e E
OOA 1 aEwe)l 4shnéutralize psychological operations targeting OE E OOT OE A A
Al O1 AAGET T O AT A TheAdodtrind &sk Anstré2th Igddéekrthdnd
agencies to counter OA@OOAI EOQO EAAT 1T CEAON AN T E
exceptionaliO | which could undermine Russia’s sovereignty and stability.>

28“Tndia, China and Russia hold Consultation on Asia-Pacific Issues”, Economic Times, December 1,
2016. http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-china-russia-hold-consultation-
on-asia-pacific-affairs/articleshow /55733970.cms (Accessed on December 13, 2016).

2*Vl]adimir Putin signs new Russian information security doctrine”, RT, December 6, 2016.

https:/ /www.rt.com/news/369302-putin-russia-information-security / (Accessed on December 13,
2016).
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South Asia
(Dr. Smita Tiwary)

Afghanistan: Internal

1 Some Haqgani network leaders based in Pakistan: Pak official®*°

A Pakistani official has admitted that some leaders of the Haqqgani terrorist network
are based in Pakistan but rejected that the terror network uses Pakistani soil for
terrorist attacks in Afghanistan. Pakistan’s Foreign Secretary Aizaz Chaudhry also
claimed that the majority of the Haqqgani terrorist network leaders are based in
Afghanistan. The Afghan officials have long been criticizing Pakistan for allowing the
terrorist network and the Taliban group leadership councils to use the Pakistani soil
for planning and coordinating attacks in Afghanistan. The Hagqgani terrorist network
is accused of staging numerous cross-border attacks from their base in North
Waziristan, including the 19-hour siege at the US Embassy in Kabul in September 2011.
Haqqani network was formed in the late 1970s by Jalaluddin Haqqgani. The group is
allied with al-Qaida and the Afghan Taliban and cooperates with other terrorist
organizations in the region.

f Govt Asks UN To Remove Sanctions Against Hekmatyar*

The Afghan government has asked the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to lift
sanctions against Hizb-e-Islami leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, who forged a peace deal
with government early in September. In response about Hizb-e-Islami's steps after
sanctions are lifted against Hekmatyar, a Hizb-e-Islami spokesman, Hashmatullah
Arshad, said it will take time but it will happen. Meanwhile, the deputy ambassador of
the European Union George Cunningham said they are closely assessing the
implementation of the peace deal.

Afghanistan: External

1 India approves MoU with Afghanistan on Space Technology
Cooperation*

The Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given his approval to the MoU between
India and Afghanistan on cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space during the
Union Cabinet meeting, it has been reported. According to the local media reports,
the MoU envisages cooperation between the two countries for application of space
technologies in education, agriculture, weather forecasting, telecommunications, rural
health, sanitation, urban development, resource mapping navigation, remote sensing
and any other areas mutually agreed upon. The benefits of the MoU according to local

30 “Some Haqgani network leaders based in Pakistan: Pak official”, Khama Press, 12 December 2016.
URL: http://www.khaama.com/some-haggani-network-leaders-based-in-pakistan-pak-official-02462
accessed on 13 December 2016.

31 “Govt Asks UN To Remove Sanctions Against Hekmatyar”, Tolonews, 12 December 2016. URL:
http:/ /www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan?start=5 accessed on 13 December 2016.

%2 “India approves MoU with Afghanistan on Space Technology Cooperation”, Khaama Press, 08
December 2016. URL: http://www.khaama.com/india-approves-mou-with-afghanistan-on-space-
technology-cooperation-02441 accessed on 10 December 2016.
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media are development of space sector in Afghanistan and making it self-reliant in
space sector Burnish India’s credentials as a nation with advanced space technology
which can assist other countries. It also added that India will be provided foothold in
Afghanistan’s strategic space and communication sector and to boost high-tech jobs in
both countries in both core Science & Technology and R&D fields, and also the field of
implementation.

! Western Envoys Call For Women's Role in Peace Process®

Highlighting the importance of the contribution of women in issues of national
interest and decision making, the Swedish ambassador to Afghanistan Andres Sjoberg
and EU deputy envoy George Cunningham on Monday called for the meaningful
engagement and inclusion of Afghan women in the peace process. Joining the western
envoys, Afghanistan's First Lady Rula Ghani concurred and said women must be
included in the peace process. She said the peace process will not reach inclusive
outcomes if there is not substantial participation by women. Women delegates from
34 provinces gathered in Kabul on Monday to participate in a three-day workshop
organized by the Swedish embassy. The workshop will provide training to the women
on topics related to the peace process.

9 Taliban would Never Succeed: Gen. Nicholson?*

The US and NATO forces’ top commander in Afghanistan Gen. John Nicholson, last
week, said the western military alliance’s commitments sent a clear message to the
enemies that they would never succeed in the war-torn country. Speaking at a press
conference after a two-day foreign ministerial meeting of NATO countries in Brussels,
the Belgian capital, Gen. Nicholson said the Taliban were destroying Afghanistan
while the Afghan forces and government were rebuilding the country. Foreign
ministers from NATO member states and allies and Afghan Foreign Minister
Salahuddin Rabbani attended the conference on Tuesday and Wednesday and
reviewed the security situation in Afghanistan and solidified pledges made at the
Warsaw Summit in Poland in July. The US general NATO and its allies pledged long-
term military, political and financial support to Afghanistan in the Brussels
Conference.

{1 Russia Encouraging Taliban for Peace: Envoy*

Russia contacted Taliban to encourage them to join the peace process in Afghanistan,
the country’s envoy to Kabul said last week. Alexander Mantytskiy told a press

3 “Western Envoys Call For Women's Role in Peace Process”, Tolonews, 12 December 2016. URL:
http:/ /www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan accessed on 13 December 2016.

3Taliban would Never Succeed: Gen. Nicholson”, Outlook Afghanistan, 10 December 2016. URL:
http:/ /www.outlookafghanistan.net/national detail. php?post_id=16875 accessed on 12
December2016.

% “Russia Encouraging Taliban for Peace: Envoy”, Outlook Afghanistan, 10 December 2016. URL:
http:/ /www.outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=16874 accessed on 12 December
2016.
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conference in Kabul the US and NATO had failed to ensure security in Afghanistan.
He said Russia’s contact with Taliban was aimed at encouraging them to join to peace
and protect Russian citizens. Mantytskiy said despite US and NATO presence in
Afghanistan for 15 years, they failed to achieve their basic goals particularly
eliminating terrorism in Afghanistan. He said the number of terrorist groups had
increased in Afghanistan compared to the past. Two new terrorist groups, including
Jandullah and Daesh or Islamic (IS), had recently appeared and production and
smuggling of drugs increased than ever before. The ambassador said in the past also
they were concerned about increasing insecurity in Northern provinces near borders
with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.

1 Defense Secretary Carter Offers Assurances to Afghan Leaders®

Defense Secretary Ash Carter said Friday that the United States will stick with
Afghanistan for years to come as a new U.S. president takes over what is already
America's longest war. In a joint appearance In Kabul with Afghanistan's president,
Ashraf Ghani, Carter said the U.S. cannot afford to give up on Afghanistan after more
than 15 years of U.S. involvement, the deaths of more than 2,200 U.S. troops, and the
expenditure of hundreds of billions of dollars. Carter was making his last planned trip
to Afghanistan before handing off his Defense Department responsibilities to his
successor. President-elect Donald Trump has nominated retired Marine Gen. James
Mattis for the post. Trump has not said if or how he will alter the U.S. course in
Afghanistan, but has denounced what he calls U.S. nation-building projects. The U.S.
has about 10,000 troops in Afghanistan to train and advise Afghan security forces
combating a resilient Taliban insurgency. U.S. special operations forces are hunting
down al-Qaida and Islamic State militants.

Afghanistan

1 14 Nations Adopt Heart of Asia Declaration

Following the one-day Heart of Asia ministerial conference in Amritsar, India, 14
countries in the region adopted a declaration and called for an immediate end to all
forms of terrorism and to the financing of the problem. The declaration stated that
what was of concern was the "gravity of the security situation in Afghanistan in
particular and the region and the high level of violence caused by the Taliban, terrorist
groups including Daesh and its affiliates, the Haqgani Network, al-Qaeda, Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan, East Turkistan Islamic Movement, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-
Mohammad, TTP, Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, Jundullah and other foreign terrorist fighters.

"We demand an immediate end to all forms of terrorism, as well as all support to it,
including financing of terrorism. We recognize that terrorism is the biggest threat to
peace, stability and cooperation in our region. We encourage the international
community to continue to assist the Government of Afghanistan. "We strongly call for

3% Robert Burns “Defense Secretary Carter Offers Assurances to Afghan Leaders”, abc News, 09
December 2016. URL: http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/ wireStory / defense-secretary-carter-makes-
surprise-visit-afghanistan-44079385 accessed on 10 December 2016.
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concerted regional and international cooperation to ensure elimination of terrorism,
in all its forms and manifestations, including dismantling of terrorist sanctuaries and
safe havens in the Heart of Asia region, as well as disrupting all financial, tactical and
logistical support for terrorism.*’

1 It's Pakistan's Turn To Open The Door: Ghani

Speaking at the Heart of Asia Conference in India this week, Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani sharply criticized Pakistan's role in abetting terror in the region, alleging that
without Pakistani state support, the Taliban "wouldn't survive beyond a month".
Following this speech he had an exclusive interview with the Hindu newspaper, and
spoke of his frustration with Pakistan, friendship with India and hopes for the region.
Asked why he singled out Pakistan at the conference, Ghani said: "I engaged Pakistan,
I went there and not only visited with the civilian leadership but with the military
leadership. "I even went to their GHQ (military headquarters), because each country
has their own distinct place for institutions. "My message was that there was a
window. It could be broadened to a door or a corridor, or it could shut. We did
everything to ensure peace with Pakistan.

"2015 and 2016 have been extremely difficult years and the violence that has been
inflicted on our people needs to be registered. To be quiet when people are dying is
not acceptable. I am an elected political leader, I need to reflect my people's
sentiment. Because the question of terrorism is not just a threat to us but to Pakistan
and the Asian region, and hence the need for a public statement," he said.3®

1 Over A Million Afghan Youths Addicted to Drugs: Ministry

Afghanistan's ministry of counter-narcotics on December 6, 2016, said that over a
million young Afghan male and female youths are drug addicts. The total number of
addicts in the country is estimated to be about 3.5 million and three percent of them
constitute women, said the minister of counter-narcotics Salamat Azimi.

Azimi said that those suffering from addiction in some way escalate violence within
their families and affects women and children. A joint meeting of three female cabinet
ministers, including minister of counter-narcotics Salamat Azimi, minister of women's
affairs Dilbar Nazari and minister of higher education Farida Momand, was held
December 6, 2016, where they discussed the issue of violence against women in the
country. "Around 3.5 million people use drugs in Afghanistan, more than one million
of them are the youths and three percent of them are women," said Azimi. The
minister of women's affairs said that there is a need for coordination between
government institutions to curb violence against women in the country.*

87 Daily Outlook Afghanistan, December 5, 2016,

http:/ /outlookafghanistan.net/national detail.php?post_id=16852

38 Tolo News, December 6, 2016. http:/ /www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/28733-its-pakistans-
turn-to-open-the-door-ghani

39 Tolo News, December 7, 2016, http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/28740-over-a-million-
afghan-youths-addicted-to-drugs-ministry
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1 US cannot eliminate the Taliban or end violence in Afghanistan: Obama
The US President Barack Obama has said the United States cannot eliminate Taliban
or end violence in Afghanistan. In his speech on Administration’s approach to
counterterrorism, Obama said he ‘don’t want to paint too rosy a picture’, admitting
that the situation in Afghanistan is still tough. “War has been a part of life in
Afghanistan for over 30 years, and the United States cannot eliminate the Taliban or
end violence in that country,” Obama said.

However, he said “But what we can do is deny al Qaeda a safe haven, and what we can
do is support Afghans who want a better future, which is why we have worked not
only with their military, but we’ve backed a unity government in Kabul.”*°

1 Saudis financially support the Afghan Taliban

The Taliban militants receive financial support from the Saudis as the insurgency led
by the group has entered to its 15th year with the group intensifying attacks since the
Afghan forces took full security lead last year. A former Taliban finance minister has
told The New York Times that he traveled to Saudi Arabia for years raising cash while
ostensibly on pilgrimage.

A former State Department adviser Valid Nisar also told the paper that the Taliban
have also been allowed to raise millions more by extorting “taxes” by pressing
hundreds of thousands of Pashtun guest workers in the kingdom and menacing their
families back home.

The move by Saudis to financially support the group comes in contradiction with the
Kingdom’s move to pursue the group to participate in peace talks with the Afghan
government. According to the Times, the Saudi intelligence once covertly mediated a
peace effort that Taliban officials and others involved described in full to The Times
for the first time.*

1 ‘Want dignified relations, not charity’, Ghani says after rejecting
Pakistan’s $500m

President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani said December 7, 2016, that Afghanistan wants
dignified relations with its neighbors and not charity, days after he rejected Pakistan’s
$500 million aid during the Heart of Asia conference. Speaking during a campaign
held for the Afghan youths, President Ghani said “Afghanistan will live with dignity
and will not ask for charity from anyone.”

His remarks were apparently aimed at the rejection of $500 million in aid pledged by
Pakistan for the reconstruction of Afghanistan during the Brussels summit. President
Ghani further added that Afghanistan is not facing an internal conflict but is on the

40 Khaama Press, December 7, 2016, http://www.khaama.com/us-cannot-eliminate-the-taliban-or-
end-violence-in-afghanistan-obama-02432

41 Khaama Press, December 7, 2016, http:/ /www.khaama.com/saudis-financially-support-the-afghan-
taliban-02433
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frontline of an international war. He did not elaborate further regarding the
international war being waged in the country but his remarks were apparently aimed
at the ‘undeclared war’ term being frequently used by him to reflect Pakistan’s support
to Afghan militant groups.*

1 Afghanistan to profit $1 billion annually for transit from TAPI pipeline
Afghanistan will get more than $1 billion in profit only from the transit of
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline once the project kicks off,
it has been reported.

Turkmenistan’s President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov quoted by Trend News
agency has said “More than 12,000 jobs will be created for our Afghan brothers.”

The long delayed $10 billion Trans-Afghanistan gas pipeline was formally inaugurated
last year with the state-run gas company - Turkmengaz, named project consortium
leader for TAPI Pipeline Company Limited in August, working on the construction of
the pipeline. The United States government and Asian Development Bank will support
the mega project that will run more than 700 km across Afghanistan on its way to
Pakistan and India.*”

M NATO Asks NUG To Fulfill Its Commitments

Jens Stoltenberg, Secretary General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), said at the NATO foreign ministers meeting on December 7, 2016, that the
National Unity Government (NUG) received financial and political support from the
international community and in exchange must fulfill its commitments. He also spoke
about insurgency and said the security situation in Afghanistan is complicated.

"These are clear signals of the continued commitment of the international community.
The security situation in Afghanistan remains difficult but the Afghan Security Forces
are responding with great bravery and professionalism. "NATO Allies and partners
continue to support them politically, practically and financially. In return, Afghanistan
made commitments to step up reforms and improve governance. We will review all
these mutual commitments today," he said. Although NATO announced its continued
support to Afghanistan, President Barack Obama has said the U.S cannot defeat
Taliban in Afghanistan and that violence will continue to exist in the country.**

1 Envoy Confirms Russia Has Relations With Taliban

Alexander Mantytskiy, the Russian ambassador to Afghanistan, on December 8, 2016,
confirmed Russia has ties with the Taliban, but said the relationship aimed to ensure

42 Khaama Press, December 7, 2016, http:/ / www.khaama.com/want-dignified-relations-not-charity-
chani-says-after-rejecting-pakistans-500m-02435

43 Khaama Press, December 7, 2016, http:/ /www.khaama.com/afghanistan-to-profit-1-billion-
annually-for-transit-from-tapi-pipeline-02436

44 Tolo News, December 7, 2016, http:/ /www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/28758-nato-asks-nug-to-
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the protection of Russia's political offices in Afghanistan. He said that the U.S has
failed to accomplish its counter-terrorism task in Afghanistan effectively and that
Russia is deeply concerned about the expansion of terrorist groups such as Daesh in
Afghanistan.

"We have ties with the Taliban to ensure the security of our political offices,
consulates and the security of central Asia," he said. He declared the Taliban a political
faction and urged diplomacy with the group. "Russia has always said that peace and
national reconciliation was a need, so the process must move forward under the
leadership and ownership of the Afghans," he added. On December 7, 2016,, NATO
secretary general Jens Stoltenberg called on Russia to avoid interfering in
Afghanistan's internal affairs. But Moscow hit out at NATO and said the NATO
mission in Afghanistan has failed.*

1 US Defense Secretary makes unannounced visit to Afghanistan

The US Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter arrived in Afghanistan on an unannounced
visit to meet the US troops and senior Afghan officials. Pentagon spokesman Peter
Cook said the Secretary of Defense will receive an update on efforts to support the
Afghan forces besides meeting with senior officials and US forces based in the country.
“#SecDef arrives in Afghanistan to visit troops, receive an update on efforts to support
Afghan security forces & meet with senior officials,” Cook said in a Twitter post.
According to reports, Carter will also meet with President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani
this afternoon. The visit by Carter comes as the US forces have stepped up counter-
terrorism efforts by supporting the Afghan forces.*®

1 Pakistan lost opportunities given by President Ghani: Hina Rabbani
Khar

The former foreign affairs minister of Pakistan Hina Rabbani Khar has said Pakistan
should change course in neighboring Afghanistan, a recommendation which comes
amid deteriorating relations between Kabul and Islamabad, mainly due to war against
terrorism. In an interview with Gandhara/RFERL, Khar urged urged Islamabad to
revive their administration’s foreign policy approach of maintaining good relations
with neighboring countries.

In response to a question regarding Kabul’s stance against Pakistan, accusing it for
harboring the Afghan militant groups, Khar said “That is the most disheartening thing
to see. It causes me personal grief because we had literally poised Pakistan within the
region. When I was foreign minister, we tried to concentrate on relations closer to
home. And I, as well as my prime minister at that time, have categorically said that
Kabul is the most important capital for Pakistan. We invested a great deal of energy
and effort to make Kabul as the most important capital for us. As foreign minister of

45 Tolo News, December 8, 2016, http:/ /www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/28771-envovy-confirms-
russia-has-relations-with-taliban

46 Khaama Press, December 9, 2016, http:/ /www.khaama.com/ us-defense-secretary-makes-
unannounced-visit-to-afghanistan-02445
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Pakistan, I visited Kabul three times in two years. In contrast, I visited Washington
only once. It was because we thought Kabul is more important.”*

1 Afghans Pay $3 Billion in Bribes Annually: Survey

An anti-corruption watchdog says Afghans paid an estimated $3 billion in bribes in the
past year, registering an almost 50 percent increase compared to 2014. The findings are
part of a biennial national corruption survey released December 8, 2016, by Integrity
Watch Afghanistan.

According to the survey, "Respondents who dealt with the courts reported they were
asked for bribes an astounding 55 percent of the time." Results were not much better
when they dealt with prosecutors or municipal governments. "The amount of bribes
estimated is much higher than the Afghan government revenue estimates for 2016,"
the report says, describing corruption as the third-biggest problem Afghans face,
following insecurity and unemployment.

The survey determined corruption is a major factor in fueling the Taliban insurgency
and called for President Asharf Ghani’s government to introduce promised reforms.
The devastating level of corruption undermines state legitimacy and erodes public
trust, said Sayed lkram Afzali, the group’s executive director, while introducing the
survey results in Kabul.*®

{1 Taliban’s new demands for ending insurgency include direct talks with
us

The Taliban militants group in Afghanistan has offered new demands for ending the
group’s insurgency in the country, including direct talks with the United States, it has
been reported.

The new conditions include recognition of the political office of the group in Qatar
and removal of group’s members from the UN blacklist. “That is why there is need for
America and its allies to come to the table for direct talks with the Islamic Emirate
(the Taliban) for negotiating an end to the occupation,” Sohail Shaheen, a Qatar-based
spokesman of the group, quoted by The News said.

Shaheen further added, if peace is the objective of the other side, then the Taliban
must be allowed to open their “political office” in Qatar and names of their senior
members be removed from the UN blacklist. “These obstacles in the way of
establishing peace cannot be simply ignored,” Shaheen said, warning that “mere
slogans and statements” (by the other side) would further complicate the issue rather

47 Khaama Press, December 10, 2016. http:/ /www.khaama.com/pakistan-lost-opportunities-given-by-
president-ghani-hina-rabbani-khar-02448

48 Daily Outlook Afghanistan, December 10, 2016,

http:/ /outlookafghanistan.net/national detail.php?post id=16877
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than promoting Afghan peace. This comes as reports emerged earlier suggesting peace
talks could likely kick off between the Afghan government and Taliban group. *°

1 Ghani calls on militant groups to join intra-Afghan talks for
reconciliation

President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani called on anti-government armed militant groups
to join intra-Afghan talks for reconciliation and refrain from the destructive activities
that harm the nation. President Ghani was speaking during an event in Kabul to
observe the Milad-un-Nabi, the birth of Prophet Mohammad (P.B.U.H).

He said the welfare of the country is in peace and not war, emphasizing that Prophet
Mohammad wanted injustice and oppression to be eliminated from the society. The
remarks by President Ghani came as the Taliban group in Afghanistan, the main
insurgent group in the country, offered new demands to participate in peace talks. The
group demanded recognition of its political office in Qatar, removal of group’s
members from UN blacklist and direct peace talks with the US. Earlier, reports
emerged suggesting peace talks could likely kick off between the Afghan government
and Taliban group.”

Bangladesh

1 According to Daily Star Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will pay her
proposed state visit to India at the end of January 2017 when New Delhi will give
her “a very warm welcome.” Earlier both India and Bangladesh had discussed a
tentative schedule, December 18-19. The Indian government is now planning to
invite Hasina to India's Republic Day parade on January 26 as the chief guest. '
“Now this is Sheikh Hasina's turn to be accorded such honour....India wants to
take its relations with Bangladesh to a new height and turn it into a strategic
one from 2017,” said the Indian diplomat who preferred not to be named.>
Regarding Hasina's visit, Indian External Affairs Ministry spokesman Vikas
Swarup told reporters in New Delhi yesterday, “I can assure that the Bangladesh
prime minister will be given an extremely warm welcome in India.”

1 President of Bangladesh Abdul Hamid will hold dialogues with political parties
in December 2016 on the formation of a new Election Commission (EC). The
dialogues are likely to begin after December 16. Hamid will finish talks with the
parties before he appoints the chief election commissioner (CEC) and

49 The Pashtun Times, December 11, 2016, http://thepashtuntimes.com/talibans-new-demands-for-
ending-insurgency-include-direct-talks-with-us

50 Khaama Press, December 11, 2016, http:/ /www.khaama.com/ ghani-calls-on-militant-groups-to-
join-intra-afghan-talks-for-reconciliation-02454
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commissioners, Joynal Abedin, press secretary of the president, told reporters. >*
In 2011, the then president Zillur Rahman held talks with 23 registered political
parties before forming the EC. The Awami league, BNP, Jatiya Party and other
major political parties participated in the dialogue process. This time, the
marathon talks will begin with the BNP and then President Hamid will sit with
the main opposition in parliament -- Jatiya Party, sources said. The dialogues
with three major political parties -- Awami League, BNP and Jatiya Party -- will
be separate. *But other registered political parties might be invited to
discussions in groups, according to sources. There are currently 4o political
parties registered with the EC in Bangladesh upon scrapping of the registration
of the Jamaat-e-Islami, a key ally of the BNP-led 20-party alliance. At a press
conference last month, BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia placed a 13-point proposal
for the formation of a “strong and non-partisan” election commission on the
basis of a consensus among all political parties.>® She also urged the president to
take the initiative of holding talks with the political parties on formation of a
new EC upon expiry of the present EC in February 2017.”” Political activities may
gain momentum, centring on the formation of the EC that would oversee the
2019 general election. Regarding Khaleda's proposal, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said, “She [Khaleda] has made her proposal; now she can tell the
president about it, and he'll make the decision ... we've nothing to say.” *Hasina
also said that according to the rules, the president would consider the proposal.
A two-member BNP delegation submitted Khaleda's proposal yesterday to
President Abdul Hamid through his Assistant Military Secretary Brig Gen Md
Mainur Rahman. Mainur assured them that the president would hold meetings
with political parties on his return on December 11, BNP's Senior Joint Secretary
General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi Ahmed told reporters after coming out of
Bangabhaban.” “We hope the honourable president will consider BNP's
proposal during the talks,” said Maj Gen (retd) Ruhul Alam Chowdhury, the
other member of the delegation.®

1 Foreign minister of Bangladesh, AH Mahmood Ali on 5 December 2016, said
most countries and international organisations, including the UN and other
human rights organisations, are in favour of Bangladesh over the Rohingya issue
of Myanmar.

“Even Asean members requested Myanmar to resolve the matter,” he told the
House, reports news agency UNB.”
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The foreign minister was responding to a supplementary question from Awami
League MP AKM Jahangir Hossain in parliament.®

The minister said it is now the duty of the government to continue its efforts to
pressure Myanmar government to resolve the matter. “We're continuing our
efforts at various levels...we've already urged Myanmar to solve the matter. The
process in diplomatic channel is on through different organisations,” he said.
He mentioned that there will be a meeting of UN organisation Global Forum
on migration and development in Dhaka from December 10-12. “Bangladesh is
hosting the meeting as we're the chair of this organisation... there’ll be
discussions on migration and development, and I hope this will help solve the
ongoing crisis,” Ali said.®* Responding to AKM Jahangir’s demand for raising he
issue in Bimstec, the minister said no such issue could be placed at summit level
this way. “To do that, a ground is needed.” He said in the Laos regional forum
meeting of Bimstec he talked with Myanmar State Councillor Aung San Suu Kyi.
“Before that, we've sent the Foreign Secretary as a special envoy...what she said
is very much encouraging, she is trying,” he added.® The foreign minister said
Aung San Suu Kyi herself, her country and her government has many problems.
“And you know all these... the over situation is at a sensitive level,” he said.®
Regarding the Rohingyas who entered Bangladesh recently, he said Bangladesh
is doing everything on humanitarian ground by providing them with foods and
medical facilities.®”

Ruling Bangladesh Awami League president and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
expressed her determination to hold the next general elections in a free, fair and
neutral manner to continue the trend of democracy in the country. "We want
continuation of smooth trend of democracy as it would accelerate the pace of
the country's economic uplift," she said.®® Hasina made the comments while
delivering her winding up speech of the 13th session of the 10th parliament with
speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury in the chair. She said her party always wants
free, fair and neutral elections to further strengthen democracy.”® "We waged
movement for establishing rights to vote and food for which the leaders and
workers of AL and its front organisations like Juba League and Chhatra League
sacrificed their lives," she said. While talking about the president's initiative for
holding a dialogue with political parties regarding the formation of the new
election commission, the AL president said her party would see what the
president does and will accept in that way. 7°
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1 The Paira Port Authority on 8 December 2016 signed three memorandums of
understanding (MoUs) with two Chinese companies to expedite the
development of country's third seaport in the southern district of Patuakhal.
The MoUs were signed at a function at the meeting room of shipping ministry in
the city in presence of Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan, said an official
release. ” The two Chinese companies are China Harbal Engineering Company
Limited and China State Construction Engineering Corporation Limited. The
MoUs were signed for the construction of Paira Port main infrastructure,
protection of bank and building dams, houses and health and education
establishments. Paira Port Authority Chairman-in-Charge Commodore M Saidur
Rahman, China Harbal Engineering Company Limited Joint Managing Director
ML Zeng Nanhai and China State Construction Engineering Corporation
Limited Managing Director Li Shujiang signed the MoUs on behalf of their
respective organizations. Shipping Secretary Ashok Madhab Roy was also
present at the function, among others.”” China Harbal Engineering Company
Limited will construct the main infrastructure, including connecting bridges,
roads, sewerage and railway links. China State Construction Engineering
Corporation Limited will deal with the bank protection and construction of
houses and education and health establishments. The three development
components will be implemented under G-to-G (government to government)
cooperation.” Speaking on the occasion, the shipping minister said the Paira
Port Authority today marched one step forward in the way of building a modern
seaport by singing the MoUs. Situation at Kalapara in Patuakhali, Paira Port has
already started unloading goods in a limited scale.”* Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina formally inaugurated the seaport on August 13 to expedite port activities
in the country keeping pace with the rising national economic growth. The
government has undertaken short-term, mid-term and long-term plans to
develop Paira Port as a world standard modern and green seaport by 2023. The
port is being constructed on more than 7,000 acres of land on the western bank
of Barnabad channel. 7>
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Nepal

Nepali Apprehension on Indian guidelines on cross border power trade

Concerned about recently issued Indian guidelines on cross border power trade, the
Energy Ministry of Nepal is planning to hold talk with Power Ministry of India.
According to the guidelines, “only companies in Nepal which are wholly owned by the
Indian government or the public sector, or private companies with a 51 percent or
higher Indian stake would be eligible to export power.”® Nepal Government believes
that the guidelines are discriminatory; prohibit third country hydropower developers
in Nepal to export electricity to Nepal on the basis of one time approval®. The
guidelines says that companies belongs to Indian government or public sector or even
private sector with at least 51 percent Indian stake are eligible to export electricity to
India®. According to the guidelines, the private companies from Nepal or from third
countries needs to take one time approval from the Indian authorities.®*

Third EPG Meeting in Pokhra on 22-23 December, 2016

The third Indo- Nepal Eminent Person Group (EPG) meeting will be held in Pokhara
on 22-23 December 2016. As mentioned in Himalayan Times, EPG Coordinator from
Nepal Bhekh Bahadur Thapa said that further review of Indo- Nepal Peace and
Friendship Treaty of 1950, and cooperation on sharing of water resources will be
among the prime agendas of discussion for forthcoming meeting.®> The 1950 Treaty of
Peace and Friendship was also discussed in last two EPG meetings.*® During the
meeting both sides are expected to review the existing Indo- Nepal water treaties and
agreements. Secretary of EPG Secretariat Yadav Khanal said that they would host
fourth EPG meeting in India somewhere outside New Delhi.*”

Local Elections without restructuring of LLRC?

The Madhes based parties are now seems to be ready to accept the idea of holding
local level elections under the existing set up. The Madhesi leaders said that they are
open to the idea of local level elections without restructuring of LLRC, if government
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is ready to endorse revised constitutional amendment bill in Parliament.®®
Sadbhawana Party Chairman Rajendra Mahato said that the Samyukta Loktantrik
Madhesi Morcha (SLMM) is ready to support local election in both of the cases, either
with changes or without changes.®® “The government seems to be using elections just
as an excuse to run away from the amendment proposal”’, Mahato further said. LLRC is
expected to submit report for restructuring of local units on 15™ December 2016.

Major Parties Discuss Amendment Proposal

The key leaders of major parties were gathered at PM residence in Kathmandu on 15
December 2016 to discuss the matters related to the constitution amendment and the
prospect of holding local elections before April 2016.°° Nepali Congress President Sher
Bhadur Deuba said that the meeting ended in positive note with the agreement to
meet again shortly to find a way out of “existing political imbroglio”.** K. P. Oli said,
““We discussed the prospect of announcing election date. We have no doubt that
elections should be held soon”.**

China- Nepal Cargo Service

Many Chinese trucks carrying goods worth US $ 2.8 million left Gyirong- a Tibetan city
at Nepal border- for Kathmandu on o9 December 2016. > The new rail- road
connectivity linking Chinese city Guangdong with Nepal is aimed to boost trade
between China and Nepal. According to media reports, this is the biggest goods
movement by land route between China and Nepal since 2005.*

Yao Yanfeng, general manager of the freight carrier Tibet Tianzhi Import and Export
Co. Ltd, said, "the trip between Guangzhou and Gyirong takes about five to six days,
much shorter than the 20 days for sea transport".% This is “first such consignment”®®
sent by China to Nepal after departure of K P Sharma Oli government in Nepal.
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Pakistan

Pakistan

1 Bajwa, Balochistan and CPEC: Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General
Qamar Javed Bajwa on his visit to the provincial capital of Balochistan, Quetta
on 6™ December stated that the army would render necessary assistance to the
Balochistan government for capacity-building of law enforcement agencies
(LEAs) and provide security for projects in remote areas.He also expressed the
resolve to ensure foolproof security arrangements for the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor. Gen Bajwa visited the headquarters of Southern Command
where he was briefed about operational preparedness of the command, the
security situation in Balochistan and ongoing stabilisation operations. Gen
Bajwa vowed “zero tolerance” against terrorism, directing indiscriminate
operations against militants in coordination with intelligence agencies.®’

1 Missing Baloch Activist Returns: Activist and writer Abdul Wahid Baloch
was released on December 5" afternoon, according to the family and the
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). Abdul Wahid Baloch was
picked up on July 26 from the Superhighway toll plaza by two men in plain
clothes. For months after the disappearance, the court gave several orders for
the recovery of the missing activist. A signature campaign was under way by
activists across the country for his release. As per his statement, he was picked
up from the superhighway, blindfolded and was taken to an unknown location.
All through the months he was mostly kept blindfolded, apart from when he
was given food or had to use the restroom. During interrogations, when the
blindfold was taken off, he was kept in a 6x6 room, mostly accompanied by
men held under the same charges as him. He said that all captives had to
undergo a haircut every week or go completely bald. He was told to keep a
beard while his moustache was shaved off. While in custody the writer was
frequently asked about the Balochistan movement and his links with the
Democratic Students Federation. He refuted the charges made by his captors of
having any links with either of them.%®

1 Minority Rights Commission: The National Assembly’s Standing Committee
on Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony on December 6™ failed to take up
the draft bill related to the establishment of the Minorities’ Rights Commission,
leaving the Hindu members of the committee dismayed. It has been over a year
now that the committee has failed to take up the bill for the establishment of a
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commission for the minorities. The Secretary for Religious Affairs Sohail Amir
said that there were three private bills on the same subject and one of them was
prepared by the ministry. After a heated discussion between the members and
the officials of the ministry it was decided that all the three bills would be
discussed in the next meeting of the committee. The committee witnessed
another dispute pertaining to the inefficiency and ignorant behaviour of the
officials and lower staff of the ministry of religious affairs. Federal Minister for
Religious Affairs Sardar Muhammad Yousuf assured the committee that the
ministry would hold an inquiry into the matter and would take strict action
against errant officials. The committee urged the government to abolish the
hardship quota of Haj and make disbursement transparent. It approved the bill
titled ‘The Education of Holy Quran according to recitation with translation
and correct pronunciation Bill, 2014’.%°

Corruption and Terrorism in Pakistan: Pakistan Awami Tehreek chief Dr
Tahirul Qadri alleged on December 6™ that corruption of the rulers had turned
all state institutions, such as police, Federal Investigation Agency, Federal
Board of Revenue and State Bank, into the government’s political arms and
parliament had also failed to protect the rights of the people. He saw no
solution to the present imbroglio in the near future because the nation was not
prepared to take to the streets to get back its usurped rights from the rulers.
Referring to the sense of insecurity among the people in Karachi, he said the
situation was no different in other parts of the country. Terming the state of
affairs a failure of the Constitution and the government which should have
guaranteed the security of life and property of the people, the PAT chief said
that in the name of democracy, it was only the privileged class which now
framed laws and ran national institutions. The people had no say in any such
matter and they were deprived of their basic rights. Referring to the militant
Islamic State group making inroads into the country, Dr. Qadri said the
National Action Plan had been prepared to fight acts of terrorism by the
Taliban, Al Qaeda and such terrorist organisations and “our army played its
role but the political leadership failed to discharge its responsibility and that
paved the way for the entry into the country” of IS. He said the challenge of
terrorism from IS and other terrorist groups could only be overcome through
joint efforts of the army and the government and it was only possible when
they both were on the same page on this crucial issue."”

International Civil Nuclear Cooperation and Pakistan: Foreign Secretary
Aizaz Chaudhry in a statement at the International Conference on Nuclear
Security: Commitments and Action, held in Vienna on December 7th, which was
the second Ministerial Nuclear Security Conference of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), stated that Pakistan looks forward to the removal of the
barriers for gaining equitable and non-discriminatory access to the
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international civil nuclear cooperation. He said the country desired to
contribute to safe, secure and responsible nuclear trade for peaceful purposes,
as a full member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG). As a state with strong
nuclear suppliers’ capabilities and an effective national export control regime,
Pakistan has applied for membership of the NSG. He said in order to meet its
exponentially increasing energy needs and to support sustained economic
growth and industrial development in the years to come; civil nuclear power
generation was an imperative necessity for Pakistan. The secretary said the
conference reflected the high importance that the international community
attached to the objective of strengthening nuclear security globally, through
concerted national actions. It was an objective that demanded constant
vigilance, perpetual preparedness and zero complacency in order to ensure that
nuclear and radioactive materials remained secure at all times, he added.He
said nuclear security fundamentally was a national responsibility. International
and institutional actions were shaped and determined by national nuclear
security measures.Pakistan’s ratification of the 2005 Amendment to the
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material is yet another
manifestation of Pakistan’s confidence in its national nuclear security regime,
which is consistent with the contemporary international standards.””

1 Issue of the Alleged Spy: Adviser to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs
Sartaj Aziz on December 7"kicked up a controversy by stating in the Senate
that government could not finalise a dossier on the alleged captured spy
Kulbhushan Jadhav because of inadequate evidence provided so far. It was
stated that the insufficient material that was provided, and the information not
being in English remain to be a major impediment. The adviser was responding
to Senator Mushahid Hussain’s criticism over a delay in finalisation of the
planned dossier for mobilising international opinion on foreign involvement in
subversive activities in Pakistan.The delay, Senator Hussain said, was causing
embarrassment for the country. Jadhav’s capture from Balochistan was
announced in March 2016 and was flaunted by military as a “proof of foreign
interference and state sponsored terrorism”. Aziz said that the material
provided to the Foreign Office on Yadav’s activities was mere statements.
Intelligence agencies have been investigating Yadav's role in sponsoring
terrorism in Pakistan and his local connections for close to nine months now.
The intelligence agencies have been told to strengthen the evidence with a view
to making it water tight and convincing for the international community. Aziz
said further information had been sought. But, he was not sure when the task
would be completed.*

101“Equitable access to international civil nuclear cooperation urged”, Dawn, December 7,
2016,http:/ /www.dawn.com/news/1301009/ equitable-access-to-international-civil-nuclear-
cooperation-urged; “Equitable access to worldwide civil nuclear cooperation urged”, Frontline Desk,
December 8th 2016, http:/ /frontlinedesk.com/2016/12/08/equitable-access-to-worldwide-civil-
nuclear-cooperation.html

102BaqirSajjad Syed, “Insufficient evidence delays Jadhav dossier: Aziz”, Dawn, December 8, 2016,
http:/ /www.dawn.com/news /1301190

32




T

Sectarian Killings in Pakistan a Political Issue: The chairman of the Council
of Islamic Ideology (CII) said on December 7" that the nation has to decide
whether terrorism and sectarian killings are a part of religion or
politics.Speaking at the National Conference on the Ideological Status of the
Country, Maulana Sheerani said: “The answer is clear that these killings were
part of politics and not religion - let alone speak of Islam.” The conference was
organised by the council. The council’s chairman, who is due to retire on
December 16", added that Pakistan needs to be brought out of tradition to
adopt practical approaches for future needs. He said the current Pakistan was
not the country envisaged by Mohammad Ali Jinnah, but set up by Yahya Khan.
He further stated the current war against terror was an American-led conflict
and “not our war”, adding that “conspiracies are being hatched against Pakistan
to divide the provinces and nationalities among each other”. Sheerani
concluded by saying that religious scholars and ulema should take time to
consider these issues and seek solutions. “Besides, we have to decided ourselves
if we are the decision makers or servants of the West,” he said.'”

Visa Extension of Turk Teachers: A divisional bench of the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on December 7 suspended the single-member bench order in the
visa extension case of Turk teachers.The bench also served notices to the
interior ministry and other respondents in the case to submit their reply on the
next date of hearing.The counsel for the petitioner, Babar Sattar argued that
due process was not adopted by the interior ministry to issue directives to the
teachers to leave the country. He said that non-extension of visas and the
repatriation of the Turk teachers, imparting education in Pak Turk schools,
would affect the future of the students.He said 11,000 students were currently
studying in 26 Pak-Turk schools across the country. He prayed the court to set
aside the single-member bench verdict regarding the matter.It may be
mentioned here that a single-member bench of the IHC comprising Justice
Aamir Farooq on November 17, directed the PTEF to resubmit the visa
extension applications of Turk teachers with the interior ministry and disposed
of the petition."*

Hunting in Balochistan and KP by Qatari Prince: Qatari Prince Sheikh Ali
bin Abdullah Thani faced a bit of a hassle when he found out that he needed
‘clearance’ for hunting in the Hoshab and Balaktar areas in Kech district of
Balochistan. The prince had to call Prime Minister House and Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif took notice of the issue immediately and ordered the provincial
government to provide security to the prince and facilitate him, after which he
reached Turbat with his staff and other members of the royal family on
December 6™ The royal entourage, which was protected by the Frontier Corps
and other forces, moved towards Hoshab and Balaktar. He was accompanied by
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five Qataris, two Iranians, three Nepalese, two Omanis and some Pakistani
citizens.The political situation in Hoshab and Balaktar has been precarious for
the last couple of years causing a large number of people to migrate from the
region.The Frontier Works Organisation which is working on the CPEC
highways has also come under attack because of which security forces have
arrested some suspects.'” The federal government gave another member of the
royal family to hunt the houbara bustard in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) as
hunting the internationally protected bird in the province is not allowed. The
federal government has permitted the Qatari sheikh, Sheikh Abdullah bin Ali
Al-Thani, a member of the royal family, to hunt 100 houbara bustards in 10 days
during the season which started on Nov 1 and would conclude on Jan 31, 2017.
While the other three provinces — Sindh, Punjab and Balochistan — allowed to
hunt the houbara bustards with permits, KP did not.”® While such hunting is
going on, local farmers have reportedly clashed with police in Mahni area of
Mankera tehsil, in Bhakkar district, over damage to their crop caused allegedly
by members of the Qatari royal family hunting houbara bustards. The police
had asked the protesters to disperse peacefully, but they insisted that the
hunters should leave instead because they were destroying the only crop
produced during the entire season. The police baton-charged the protesters
when they tried to continue their march towards the camps. The demonstrators
shouted slogans against the government and the hunters. Later on, Mankera’s
Assistant Commissioner Muhammad Mustafa reached the spot and held
negotiations with the protesters.””’

FATA with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: The final report of the Committee on Fata
Reforms has proposed merging of the seven federally administered tribal areas
with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and criticised the idea of holding a referendum in
this regard.Retired Lt Gen Abdul Qadir Baloch, the minister for states and
frontier regions (Safron), said in Islamabad on December 8" that the report
containing recommendations about reforms in Fata had been presented to the
federal cabinet and it was likely to be taken up during its next meeting. The
minister said that people of the seven tribal agencies had overwhelmingly
supported the proposed merger of FATA with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Only two
political parties, the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazal and Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party, want to hold a referendum on the matter. But Minister Baloch was
against the idea because if a referendum was held over the political future of
Fata then there could be similar demands for the Hazara Division in KP,
southern Punjab [and] Karachi. The committee headed by the prime minister’s
adviser on foreign affairs, Sartaj Aziz, took eight months to deliberate on the
much-awaited reforms in FATA. Four options were placed before the
committee regarding the political future of FATA, the first of which was to
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maintain the status quo but introduce judicial or administrative reforms and
increase focus on development activities.The second option was to create the
FATA Council, on the pattern of Gilgit-Baltistan. The third option was to create
a separate province of FATA. The fourth and last option was to merge FATA
with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, with each agency becoming a separate district and
the six Frontier Regions also being integrated into the province. The proposed
merger would be carried out over a period of five years and a ten-year
development package would be introduced for all of FATA. The reform
committee comprised Aziz, Lt Gen Baloch, Law Minister Zahid Hamid,
National Security Adviser retired Lt Gen Nasser Khan Janjua, KP Governor
Zafar Igbal Jhagra and the Safron secretary.”® It can be stated here that JUI-
Nazryati organised a demonstration by activists of different political parties in
the Lakki city on December n'™ to protest against the federal government for
‘ignoring’ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. On
the occasion, district Nazim Ishfag Ahmad Meenakhel alleged that the federal
government had deprived the people of Pakhtunkhwa of the benefits of CPEC
by ‘changing’ its original route."®

Land Acquisition of Dasu Power Project: In a bid to ensure speedy
completion of the Dasu Hydropower project, Water and Power Development
Authority (Wapda) has reached a consensus with stakeholders over land
acquisition issues.The consensus was a result of a two-month detailed
negotiation among various stakeholders.Subsequent to the signing of
document by the stakeholders, Wapda Chairman Lieutenant General
Muzammil Hussain (R) visited Dasu Hydropower Project site. The Chairman
stated that Dasu Hydropower project is of immense importance for generating
a large quantum of electricity to stabilise the national economy and also for the
socio-economic uplift of remote areas of the Kohistan district in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa.It is pertinent to mention that besides compensating affected
people for their land and assets, a hefty amount of Rs 56.702 billion has also
been earmarked for various uplift schemes in the project area including
communication infrastructure, livelihood support and improvement power
sector.”

Musharraf to surrender in a month: An anti-terrorism court (ATC) here on
December 8" gave one-month’s deadline to former president Pervez Musharraf
to surrender in the judges’ detention case.The court warned that the former
military ruler would be declared a proclaimed offender if he failed to comply
with the deadline. After directing to the counsel for Gen Musharraf to produce
his client before the court, ATC Judge Sohail Ikram adjourned the proceedings
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to January 13™. The court ruled that Musharraf’s counsel cannot seek a relief for
Gen Musharraf unless the latter appears before the court.The judges’ detention
case was registered by the Secretariat police on Aug 11, 2009, on the complaint
of Advocate Chaudhry Mohammad Aslam against the former military ruler for
confining 60 judges of the superior courts for over five months and restraining
them from administering justice.The judges, including former chief justice of
Pakistan Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry, were detained after the proclamation
of an emergency in the country.™

US aid to Pakistan: Both chambers of the United States Congress have finally
passed the 2017 National Defence Authorisation Act, which includes $1.1 billion
for reimbursing the nations supporting US military operations in
Afghanistan.The largest chunk from this amount, $9oo million, is available for
reimbursement to Pakistan but almost half of it, $400m, has been put out of its
reach. To get those $400m, Pakistan will have to get a ‘good conduct’ certificate
from the US defence secretary.the defence secretary will have to certify that
Pakistan is “taking demonstrable” steps against the Haqqgani network of Afghan
militants.The measures also include a the release of Dr Shakil Afridi from
prison, who led US forces to the compound where Al Qaeda leader Osama bin
Laden was hiding and is regarded in the Western world, particularly in the US,
as an international hero.Passed by the Senate by 92 to seven votes on December
8™and by the House of Representatives by 375 to 34 votes last week, the bill
now goes to the White House for President Barack Obama to sign it into
law.The act imposes four conditions on Pakistan to qualify to receive assistance
from the restricted amount:

U The US defence secretary needs to certify to the Congress that
Pakistan continues to conduct military operations that are
significantly disrupting the safe haven and freedom of movement
of the Hagqgani network in Pakistan.

0 He also needs to certify that Pakistan has taken steps to
demonstrate its commitment to preventing the group from using
its territory.

U The secretary needs to certify that Pakistan actively coordinates
with Afghanistan to restrict the movement of militants, such as
the Haqqgani network, along the border.

0 And the final certification needs to say that Pakistan has shown
progress in arresting and prosecuting Hagqgani network’s senior
leaders and mid-level operatives.

During the 2016 fiscal year, which ended in October 2016, Defence Secretary
Ashton Carter refused to make a similar certification and Pakistan did not get
the restricted amount of $30om.The 2017 act “refocuses security assistance to
Pakistan on activities that directly support US national security interests and
conditions a significant portion of funding on a certification from the secretary
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of defence that Pakistan is taking demonstrable steps, against the Hagqani
network in Pakistani territory”, said Senator John McCain, chairman of the
Senate Armed Services Committee.”” But amongst the $g9oom aid, the
disbursement of $500m does not fall within such restrictions.

Major Appointments in the Pakistan Army: After it became clear that four
officers superseded during the appointment of Chief of the Army Staff last
month had decided to step down, the army kicked off a major reshuffle of the
top brass, promoting seven major generals to the rank of lieutenant general to
fill vacant slots on December 9. The army chief, while deciding the promotion
of major generals, took a few bold decisions. At least 24 general officers have
been superseded in the process.The army chief is said to have held extensive
deliberations before taking probably one of the most critical decisions since
assuming charge.™

Water Shortage in Gwadar: The port city of Gwadar may face a serious water
crisis in the coming days as the water level in the Ankara Kaur dam has reached
the dead level.Provincial authorities in Quetta have received a Mayday call
from officials concerned about the seriousness of the water shortage problem in
Gwadar.The rain-filled Ankara Kaur dam is the main source of water for
Gwadar, Pasni, Jewani and their adjacent villages.According to district
authorities, water storage left in the dam can fulfil requirement of only two
more weeks. They have suggested steps for making alternative arrangements
for water supply to the port city. Balochistan Chief Secretary Saifullah
Chattahtook took serious notice of the situation and issued directives for
making alternative arrangements for water supply to Gwadar. He directed
officials concerned to make a plan for the purpose.He said the government
would ensure water supply to Gwadar through tankers from Shadi Kaur and
Belmar dams near Pasni. He said there was need for a comprehensive planning
to solve the water shortage problem of Gwadar and asked relevant departments
to work in this direction by coordinating with each other.™

POPA shifted to ATC: Cases registered under the ambitious anti-terror law,
the Protection of Pakistan Act (PoPA), have been shifted to the anti-terrorism
courts (ATCs) and there is no sign that they will be concluded soon.After the
lapse of PoPA in July this year, the proceedings of these cases, which had not
moved very rapidly, to begin with, came to a halt as the tenure of the PoPA
judges also expired with the act.PoPA was promulgated in July 2014 with a
sunset clause that the law will expire after two years with the aim of countering
terrorism by improving the conviction rate of hardcore terrorist suspects. In
addition, it was also supposed to cover some gaps in the judicial system such as
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protection of witnessed and judges in terrorism cases.Since their establishment
in 2014 for two years, PoPA courts did not conclude a single case. Because the
act was seen to be in violation of fundamental rights, it was passed with a
sunset clause. As per Judge Raza Khan who wrote to the Lahore High Court
(LHC) arguing that PoPA was more an act of showing off than a serious attempt
to countering terrorism.”™

Trouble in Chaman Borders: Pakistan on December 10™ reopened the
Friendship Gate on the Afghan border in Chaman which was closed on
December ¢afternoon after some people in the Vash Mandi area of
Afghanistan pelted stones on the Pakistani side of the gate.Pakistani border
authorities closed the gate after windowpanes at the Friendship Gate were
smashed by the stones. The gate closure resulted in the suspension of traffic
between Chaman and Vash Mandi. Consequently, a number of trucks and
trailers carrying transit goods for Afghanistan and other items for Pakistan
remained stuck on both sides.Maj Mohammad Ali represented the Afghan
government during negotiations held to reopen the border.”®

Human Rights in Pakistan: Speakers at a seminar on December 10™urged all
political parties to raise their voice over human rights violations in Balochistan,
Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.The seminar to highlight human rights issues
was jointly organised by the Balochistan Human Rights Organisation (BHRO)
and the Voice for Baloch Missing Persons (VBMP).Chief organiser of his own
faction of the National Party Dr Hayee Baloch, VBMP chairman Nasarullah
Baloch, BHRO chairperson Gul Bibi Baloch, Awami National Party leader Malik
Ibrahim Kasi, NP leader Musa Baloch and Jamaat-i-Islami’s Molvi Hidayatullah
spoke at the seminar.They said it was a matter of concern that human rights
were being violated in a democratic country. They asked all political and
religious organisations to unite and pressure the rulers to give the
downtrodden people their rights. The speakers alleged that a conspiracy was
being hatched to convert the Baloch majority into a minority by bringing in
people from other provinces to Gwadar."”

New ISI chief: Pakistan Army on December 12"announced the appointments
of Lt Gen Naveed Mukhtar as the new ISI chief and Lt Gen Bilal Akbar as Chief
of General Staff (CGS).Both Gen Mukhtar and Gen Akbar were last posted in
Karachi, where the former was commanding the corps, while the latter was
leading the Rangers in Sindh.The position of the ISI's director general fell
vacant after Lt Gen Rizwan Akhtar was transferred to National Defence
University Islamabad as its president in place of incumbent Lt Gen Nazir Butt.
Prior to his tenure in Karachi, Gen Mukhtar served in ISI as head of its counter-
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terrorism wing. He has commanded a brigade in South Waziristan and also
served in operations directorate of the army."®

Gwadar Sea Port Security Force: Pakistan Navy has assembled ‘Task Force-
88 (TF-88) for the seaward security of Gwadar port and protection of
associated sea lanes against both conventional and non-traditional threats.The
creation of the special maritime force had been necessitated by the
operationalisation of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, which is expected to
lead to a surge in maritime activity at Gwadar — the nodal point for CPEC —
and the sea lanes. The complex security scenario increases risks for the sea
traffic because of which cost of insurance of the cargo has gone up
exponentially.Security is undoubtedly a crucial factor for the success of CPEC,
but the Chinese government has been very particular about it. Chinese officials
have invariably insisted in their interactions with Pakistani interlocutors on
provision of safe and secure environment for the corridor.It should be recalled
that the fourth Pak-China joint naval exercise held in November, which was
aimed at promoting maritime security and stability in the region, specifically
focused on challenges to CPEC in security domain. Navy has also raised a
Coastal Sec-u-rity and Harbour Defence Force for tac-kling threats along the
coast and statio-ned a Force Protection Battalion at Gwadar for protection of
Chinese workers.The TF-88 would comprise ships, Fast Attack Craft, aircraft,
drones (unmanned aerial vehicles), and surveillance assets. Additio-nally,
marines would be deployed at sea and around Gwadar for security operations,
which would be commissioned this week."

Power Outage in Pakistan: A number of cities, towns and villages in Sindh,
Punjab and Balochistan suffered 12 to 16 hours of power outage after 500kV
transmission lines and all turbines of the Guddu thermal power plant tripped
because of dense fog and pollution in the early hours of December 12™morning,
causing a shortage of 1,100MW of electricity.The affected districts included
Rahimyar Khan, Dera Ghazi Khan, Rajanpur, Bahawal-pur, Multan and
Khanewal in Punjab, Kashmor, Ghotki and adjoining areas in Sindh and some
areas in Balochistan along the borders with Punjab and Sindh that are fed
through the National Transmission and Despatch Company’s (NTDC) 500kV
and 220kV transmission lines.On the other hand, the 132kV transmission
lines/grid stations’ system operated and maintained by distribution companies
(Disco), especially Sepco, Mepco, Fesco, Gepco and Lesco, continued to face
tripping problems because of foggy weather. This was in addition to routine
shutdowns for maintenance in winter, leaving consumers without electricity for
several hours for the past couple of days."
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1 Meeting of the Council of Ministers: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has called
a meeting of the Council of Common Interests (CCI) on December 15, after nine
months, to deliberate upon a proposal for the creation of a “national security
fund” worth Rsuo billion and for transfer of administrative control of all
regulatory bodies to the ministries concerned and launch of the sixth
population and housing census in March. The council is also likely to take up
the Reforms Programme for Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA),
National Forest Policy 2015 and Flare Gas Utilisation Guidelines 2016 and
Revision of Tight Gas (Exploration & Production) Policy 2011. It will also review
implementation status of two CCI meetings held in February and March this
year.Led by the prime minister, the CCI comprises the four chief ministers and
three federal ministers under article 153 of the Constitution.The federal
government had decided to bypass the National Finance Commission (NFC) in
creation of a National Security Fund (NSF) of at least Rsuo billion and growing
every year because it urgently required a strategic decision of political
leadership senior to the finance ministers.Therefore, the prime minister has
approved a summary of ministry of finance on “Allocation of National Security
Fund out of divisible pool” for approval of the CCI. Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
has proposed setting aside 3 per cent of all divisible pool taxes for the NSF so
that all stakeholders of the federation could equally shoulder additional
security needs including for China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.Dar has been
advocating rebalancing of resources and responsibilities with provinces by
finding innovative solutions given constitutional bar on reducing provincial
shares once approved by the NFC. The meeting comes at a time when the
provinces are seeking greater share in the national taxes to finance additional
responsibilities arising out of devolution under the 18th Amendment.
According to the federal government, it has already created 28 additional
armed wings for the security of the CPEC and would need to add another 29
wings for CPEC’s remaining parts and some other security responsibilities.The
government has been considering for more than two years bringing all the
regulators, particularly the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) and Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra), under the administrative
control of their relevant line ministries by withdrawing them from the Cabinet
Division.Two critical changes are being proposed for amendments to respective
laws governing the regulators. One, the regulators should administratively
report to the ministry of their sector and two, the regulators should be bound
to follow policy guidelines of the relevant ministries in implementation of
government policies.Created during tenures of different governments, the
regulators were attached with the cabinet divisions for the purpose of
administrative matters to ensure a reasonable level of independence to
regulatory bodies so that they could create a balance among the interests of the
three key stakeholders — the government, the private businesses and the
common people/consumer, and the amendment has been opposed strongly by
the regulators.”™

121IKhaleeqKiani, “CCI to meet on 15th, discuss proposal for Rs110bn security fund”, Dawn, December
12, 2016, http:/ / www.dawn.com/news /1301984 / cci-to-meet-on-15th-discuss-proposal-for-rs110bn-
security-fund
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1 Sindh Seminaries in Question: The Sindh police have proposed to the
provincial government to place the names of more than 9o seminaries in
different cities and districts under the fourth schedule of the Anti-Terrorism
Act (ATA) to monitor their ‘affairs’ and ‘other’ activities due to their suspected
terror links on December n™. The proposal came days after the Sindh
government directed the law enforcement agencies to crack down on drug
dealers and seminaries which had links with terrorists or banned outfits.It also
incorporated the provincial government’s decision to register all immigrants
living in the metropolis, including slum areas, and on its outskirts and develop
their complete database and constituted 15 teams to launch this exercise.Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in October, 2016 was briefed during a
meeting that around 93 seminaries in the province had solid links with
terrorists or banned outfits. The intelligence agencies had gathered credible
information about activities at these places on which the chief minister had
directed the Rangers and police to start an operation against them.However,
the police authorities believed that before moving to any final crackdown,
which could take time, there was an immediate need to keep an eye on all these
facilities which required a legal cover and backing from political administration
as well.”™*

1 Pakistan and Egypt: Adviser to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs Sartaj
Aziz and Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry Sunday pledged to
revitalise trade ties for mutual benefit of the two countries. Aziz, who is in
Bahrain to attend the Manama Security Dialogue - 12th regional security
summit, held bilateral meetings with Sameh Shoukry and Prince Turki Al
Fasial, Chairman King Faisal Centre for Research and Islamic Studies of Saudi
Arabia, on the sidelines of the summit. During meeting with Egyptian minister,
it was decided to convene the Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) in Islamabad
to undertake a comprehensive overview of ongoing cooperation and set future
directions. The two sides welcomed the outcome of Bilateral Political
Consultations held in May 2016 in Cairo, which provided a useful mechanism of
consultations to closely coordinate respective positions on regional and
international issues. Aziz and Sameh Shoukry also discussed the situation in
the Middle East and threats faced by Muslim Ummah from evil forces of
sectarianism, terrorism and extremism. During meeting with the King Faisal
Foundation chairman, the adviser proposed joint programmes between King
Faisal Foundation and Pakistani universities in the field of de-radicalisation,
which was welcomed. Prince Turki also conveyed his warm greetings to the
prime minister of Pakistan. Separately, Pakistan and Bahrain have agreed to
take bilateral cooperation in economic and trade sector to a new level by
holding the Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) meeting next month."”

12 Imran Ayub, “Police want 93 Sindh seminaries placed under fourth schedule of ATA”, Dawn,
December 12, 2016, http:/ /www.dawn.com/news/1301885/ police-want-93-sindh-seminaries-placed-
under-fourth-schedule-of-ata
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Israel

1 Turkish Israel Diplomatic relations: Ending a half-decade-long diplomatic
freeze, Turkey’s new ambassador to Israel on December 12™hailed a “new
beginning” in bilateral ties and called the Jewish state Ankara’s “partner and
friend.”"Mekin Mustafa Kemal Okem handed his letter of credence to President
Reuven Rivlin in Jerusalem and officially assumed the post of Turkey’s first
ambassador to Israel in five years. Israel’s new ambassador in Ankara, Eitan
Na’eh, handed his credentials to President Recep Tayyip Erdogan last week.
Okem is seen as a close confidant of Erdogan and he said he had been
instructed by him and Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim to “explore all
opportunities for cooperation in every field to the mutual benefit of our two
nations.”The two countries plan to look to expand cooperation to the energy
industry, with Turkey keen to pipeline Israeli gas pulled out of the
Mediterranean to Europe. After having received Okem’s letter of credence,
Rivlin also addressed Saturday’s terror attack in Istanbul and the need to for a
joint effort to combat violent extremism.“All life is sacred. Terror is terror is
terror — whether in Brussels or Paris, Istanbul, Jerusalem, or Cairo. We have a
duty to stand together against this terrible threat, he said.”*

1 Netanyahu and US President Elect: Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
he wants to work together with US President-elect Donald Trump to roll back
the US-led nuclear accord with Iran. In an interview to CBS’s 60 Minutes, he
stated, it was not too late to undo the deal that was the landmark foreign policy
achievement of President Barack Obama, noting that he would present Trump
with five alternatives to the accord.The Israeli leader, who campaigned
vigorously against the deal, declined to elaborate on the alternatives. He stated
that the only good thing about the deal is that it brought Israel closer to the
Arab states. The prime minister took a more conciliatory approach to the
Palestinian issue, saying he was eager for Trump to help him reach a peace
deal.” It has also been noted that President-elect Trump showing his keen
interest of moving the US Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, a move deferred
repeatedly by US presidents of all political stripes in the past. Longstanding US
policy is to treat the status of Jerusalem as an issue to be settled in final-status
negotiations with the Palestinians.”°

! Hamas offering Missiles against Israel: As per Gaza-based Hamas official
Fathi Hammad, Palestinian terror group Hamas has offered to share its rocket
arsenal with any Arab army willing to use them against Israel, which he stated

124 Raphael Ahren, “Taking up post, Turkish envoy hails new start with ‘friend Israel””, The Times of
Israel, December 12, 2016, http:/ / www.timesofisrael.com/taking-up-post-turkish-envoy-hails-new-
start-with-friend-israel/

15Gavin Rabinowitz, “Netanyahu has five ideas to discuss with Trump for ‘undoing’ Iran deal”, The
Times of Israel, December 11, 2016, http:/ / www .timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-wants-to-work-with-
trump-to-roll-back-iran-deal /
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in an interview to Al-Agsa TV on December 12™. Hamas has been
manufacturing rockets on an industrial scale since it took control of the Gaza
Strip, and has fired tens of thousands of projectiles during the past
decade.Hamas has in recent years developed its own range of missiles,
including significantly upgrading its Qassam rockets and developing the
longer-range M-75, which can reach Tel Aviv.In addition, the group has
received the know-how to develop Iranian Fajrs, which have a reported payload
of up to 175kg worth of explosives, and have in recent years acquired Syrian-
made M-302s, which were fired at Jerusalem and the Haifa region during
Operation Protective Edge in 2014.”7

Innovation Box Proposal and Foreign Investment: Knesset is expected to
pass by the end of the year the “Innovation Box” legislation that will slash
corporate taxes for multinational companies that invest in the country, in an
effort to draw more firms to its shores and ensure that those already operating
in Israel maintain their operations.Backed by the Finance and Economy
ministries, it will cut corporate income tax to 6 percent for companies with
consolidated revenues of over $2.6 billion and to 12 percent for smaller firms.
This compares to a current corporate tax rate in the range of 16% to 25%. The
withholding tax rate on dividends will be lowered to 4%, compared to the
present rate of around 20%-25%.The move is in response to OECD guidance
that deals with Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) — strategies for tax
avoidance that make use of gaps and mismatches in tax rules to artificially shift
profits to low or no-tax locations.The new OECD measures, which have been
adopted by 100 countries and jurisdictions, recommend that multinational
companies register their intellectual property (IP) in the same location in which
their research and development is done. Today companies’ pay taxes where the
intellectual property of their technology is registered, and that is generally in
countries with lower tax rates. Israel is trying to use this new global tax
reshuffle to its advantage and is looking to wield its new tax regime to attract
foreign companies to set up R&D centers in Israel and register their IP there."®

F35s in Israel: On December 10, 1976, Israel became the first country outside
the United States to receive the F-15. It was the first time the fourth-generation
combat aircraft had arrived in the Middle East, providing Israel with a dramatic
boost in face of the advanced Russian aircraft - such as the MiG-21s - that were
being exported at the time to Egypt.Forty years and two days later, the Israel
Air Force once again made an impressive leap in its capabilities on December
12", when Israel’s first two F-35 fighter jets landed at the Nevatim Air Force
Base in the Negev. Manufactured by Lockheed Martin, the F-35 is designed to
be one of the most advanced multi-role combat fighter aircraft in the world,

and will provide Israel with unprecedented stealth capability. It is being named

127 Zack Pyzer, “Hamas offers missiles for armies willing to fight Israel”, The Jerusalem Post, December
12, 2016, http:/ /www jpost.com/ Arab-Israeli-Conflict/ Hamas-offers-missiles-for-armies-willing-to-
fight-Israel-475112
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Adir or mighty in Hebrew.” The plane’s software is designed to enable
unprecedented situational awareness for pilots, providing the ability to engage
multiple targets simultaneously and to work seamlessly with other planes.
However, it needs to be stated here that the F-35’sare still under development
and will reportedly, for example, not have a functioning cannon until 2019.In
addition, up until a few months ago, the plane reportedly had numerous
glitches.There have been radar and weight issues, software bugs, cyber
vulnerabilities, as well as other challenges. Still, the pros outweigh the cons,
Israel gets to train its pilots on a real aircraft; it gets to study the plane; it may
be able to make changes to it; and last but not least - it can boost its deterrence
- a valuable commodity in a complicated region like the Middle East.”®
President Rivlin stated “Israel knows with confidence that this plane will play
an integral part in the air force, because in our region, you cannot be the first
among equals - you must establish a strategic advantage over enemy
countries.” He further stated that the stealth fighters and pilots will be able to
operate in every arena, near and far. US Secretary of Defense Carter visiting
Israel on a two-week global tour said “The United States will continue to
provide Israel with the most advanced capabilities, including more F-35s to
sharpen Israel’s military qualitative edge. With the turmoil in the region, we are
more dedicated than ever before to Israel’s security, and America’s pledge to
defend Israel’s security remains unwavering”.”

Turkey

Iran and Turkey's secret talks on Syria revealed

Iran and Turkey held secret talks on peace proposals for Syria in 2013 and as recently
as this year, but the talks broke down amid mutual suspicions, according to a new
report to be published on Tuesday.

The report on the Iran-Turkey relationship by the International Crisis Group (ICG), is
based on interviews with top officials. It is being published as pro-regime forces,
including Iranian-led militias, storm the last rebel-held districts of Aleppo amid
reports of massacres.

“We agreed on every detail, except a clause in the final phase of the plan which called
for UN-monitored elections. Turkish leaders wanted Assad barred,” Zarif is quoted as
saying in the report. “I noted that this should not be a concern in an internationally
monitored election, particularly if, as Turkey holds, Assad has a dreadful record and a
minority constituency. But Davutoglu refused ... and our efforts came to naught.”
According to the report, titled Turkey and Iran: Bitter Friends, Bosom Rivals, the
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Turkish government did not believe that Assad would accept any transition process
that would weaken his grip on power and Ankara still thought his military defeat was
inevitable.

The Turkish president at the time Abdullah Gtil, told the ICG “our government did not
pursue an agreement with Iran because it thought Assad would be toppled in a few

months”. “From Ankara’s perspective, Assad’s battlefield losses would remove need to
compromise or at least improve a deal’s terms,” the report said.

The ICG said a second opening for a Tehran-Ankara deal presented itself after the
abortive military coup in Turkey in July this year, when Iran promptly stated its
support for president Recep Tayyip Erdogan, creating a temporary thaw in relations
and a resumption of talks on Syria. At the same time, military advances by Kurdish
YPG forces in northern Syria had led to a simultaneous reconciliation between Ankara
and Moscow.

Although the Iranians and Turks still disagreed on Assad’s fate, they focused their
discussion on other issues, including whether there should be a presidential or
parliamentary system and how power should be shared in general. After two high-level
rounds, the report says, the talks got mired in mutual distrust heightened by Turkey’s
decision to intervene directly in Syria, in an operation codenamed Euphrates Shield, to
prevent the YPG securing all the border zone for the Kurds.

“Iranian officials expressed surprise Turkey had not notified them of the operation
despite the presence of a senior Iranian official in Ankara the day before. Turkey may
have feared that Iran would tip off the YPG,” the report suggests.

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/13/iran-and-turkey-held-
secret-talks-on-syria-peace-proposals-in-2013-and-2016

Ex-Turkish Deputy PM: Turkey Should Support Assad for Region's Benefit -

Strengthening the Syrian government would benefit Turkey and the entire region, as it
is the only way to settle the crisis, Abdullatif Sener, former Turkish deputy prime
minister, told Sputnik Wednesday. Sener said that the state of affairs in Syria leaves no
other option "but to strengthen the power of government in the country” as any action
contrary to this, such as those, the West is taking, are only focused on prolonging the
civil war in Syria. It is essential for peace to come to Syria. It is essential that they
[terrorists] leave the occupied Syrian territory, that the government gain sovereignty
over the territory of the entire country. Only then peace and trust will become
possible for the entire region, including Turkey. Turkey's national interests must be
linked to the strengthening of the sovereignty of the Syrian government," Sener told
Sputnik Turkey. Earlier in November, Turkish President Tayyip Recep Erdogan said
that the Turkish armed forces' military operation in Syria was designed to put an end
to the rule

Source: Read more: https://sputniknews.com/politics/201612141048561896-turkey-
syria-government/

US: Turkey-trained forces effective in Mosul operation
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unni tribal forces trained by Turkey in a camp near the Iragi town of Bashiga have
done “a pretty good job” in the Mosul operation led by Iraqi government forces, a U.S.
general said Wednesday. “They are operating on the north side of Mosul in between
the dam and the city,” U.S.-led coalition commander Gen. Stephen Townsend said at a
briefing via videoconference from Baghdad. Townsend said the coalition is tracking
the movements of the tribal forces trained by Turkey. “They're under Iraqi control.
And by all reports, they've done a pretty good job,” Townsend added.

Turkey has a longstanding military training mission at Camp Bashiqa, located 15
kilometers (9 miles) east of Mosul, where Turkish soldiers have trained thousands of
Kurdish peshmerga fighters and local tribal volunteers in combat techniques. In recent
months, the mission’s presence in northern Iraq has led to tension between Baghdad
and Ankara amid calls by some Iraqi lawmakers for Turkish troops to withdraw.

As Sunni tribal fighters mostly comprise Mosul locals, Ankara insisted they be part of
the force that would enter Mosul and hold the city after liberation. Turkey-trained
forces are now part of "tribal hold forces", a variation of the popular mobilization force
trained to secure their local area, the American general said.

Source: http://aa.com.tr/en/americas/us-turkey-trained-forces-effective-in-mosul-
operation/706587

At a tipping point: a currency crisis roils Turkey's economy

Turkey's $720 billion economy rebounded surprisingly quickly after the coup last
summer, but that may be about to change as political turmoil grows, the lira drops
and foreign direct investment dries up. This weekend, the country was roiled again by
bomb attacks that killed 38 people and wounded 155 outside a soccer stadium in
Istanbul.

The Turkish currency has lost nearly 20 percent against the dollar this year, a large
enough drop to declare a currency crisis, said Steve Hanke, director of the Troubled
Currencies Project at the Cato Institute. On Monday, the lira fell more than 1 percent
hit by data showing Turkey's economy shrinking for the first time since 2009 by 1.8
percent in the third quarter.

"The Central Bank has done a surprisingly good job until now," said Hanke. "But
things have deteriorated rapidly." Last week, President Tayyip Erdogan appealed to
Turkish citizens to convert savings held in foreign currencies into gold and Turkish
lira. As of press time, the lira had fallen to 3.47 lira against dollar. Gold is on track for
one of its worst quarters in two decades.

Source: http://www.cnbc.com/2016/12/13/at-a-tipping-point-a-currency-crisis-roils-
turkeys-economy.html

Turkey’s AK Party Pushes To Expand Presidential Power

Turkey’s ruling AK Party on Saturday submitted to parliament a package of
constitutional reform proposals that would expand the president’s powers, party
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officials said, in a move that could potentially see President Tayyip Erdogan rule until
2029.

Erdogan and his supporters have long argued that the country needs the strong
leadership of an executive presidency, akin to the system in the United States or
France, to avoid the fragile coalition governments that hampered its development in
the past.

Opponents see the proposed change as a vehicle for Erdogan’s ambition, and fear it
will bring increased authoritarianism to a country already under fire from Western
allies over its record on rights and freedoms, especially after widespread purges in the
wake of a failed military coup in July.

“There will only be strong leaderships now,” Prime Minister Binali Yildirim told
reporters on Saturday, saying the changes meant the end of periods of coalition
government.

“Parliament ... is being strengthened, while the presidency, in charge of the executive
branch, is being restructured to end conflicts between branches.”

The AKP wants to hold a referendum on the constitutional changes by next May and is
seeking the backing of the nationalist MHP opposition to win approval for a national
vote.

Any constitutional change needs the support of at least 330 deputies in the 550-seat
assembly to go to a referendum. The AKP has 316 lawmakers eligible for voting, and
the MHP 39.

Source: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/turkey-presidential-

power us 584c¢764ae4bo4c8e2bbo2beq

Southeast Asia

Vietnam dredges reef disputed with China

Vietnam has begun dredging work on a disputed reef in the South China Sea, satellite imagery
shows, the latest move by the communist state to bolster its claims in the strategically
important waterway.

Activity visible on Ladd Reef in the Spratly Islands could anger Hanoi’s main South China
Sea rival, Beijing, which claims sovereignty over the group and most of the resource-rich sea.

Ladd Reef, on the south-western fringe of the Spratlys, is completely submerged at high tide
but has a lighthouse and an outpost housing a small contingent of Vietnamese soldiers. The
reef'is also claimed by Taiwan.

In an image taken on 30 November and provided by US-based satellite firm Planet Labs,
several vessels can be seen in a newly dug channel between the lagoon and open sea.

Beijing asserts sweeping ownership in these contested waters. Now an international tribunal
has ruled in favour of the Philippines in case over territorial control
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While the purpose of the activity cannot be determined for certain, analysts say similar
dredging work has been the precursor to more extensive construction on other reefs.

“We can see that, in this environment, Vietnam’s strategic mistrust is total ... and they are
rapidly improving their defences,” said Trevor Hollingsbee, a retired naval intelligence analyst
with the Ministry of Defence. “They’re doing everything they can to fix any vulnerabilities -
and that outpost at Ladd Reef does look a vulnerability.”

Reuters reported in August that Vietnam had fortified several islands with mobile rocket
artillery launchers capable of striking China’s holdings across the vital trade route. Vietnam’s
foreign ministry did not respond to a request for comment.

The vessels at Ladd Reef cannot be identified in the images but Vietnam would be extremely
unlikely to allow another country to challenge its control of the reef.

(Source-  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/08/vietnam-dredges-reef-disputed-
with-china)

PNG Opposition Opposes Coal Mining Proposal

The government’s proposal to venture into a coal mine in the country has met resistance from
the Opposition.“The Opposition does not blindly support a COAL mine in Papua New Guinea.
Regardless of it being a lucrative business or whether we have it in abundance or not, this is
not an issue. “We do not support a COAL industry,” said Opposition Leader Don Pomb Polye
when commenting on the proposal.

There are very justified reasons to verify the opposition position are:
1. The first is PNG is a signatory to a Climate Change Initiative. PNG is a host to one of the
pristine environments in the world. We host the third largest rainforest in the world. We have
our eco-system so diverse in all wildlife. It is like the Garden of Eden when God created. PNG
would like to stand up as a leader and signatory to the global commitment of climate change
initiatives. Coal, we know, has adverse effects. It produces more carbon dioxide. It gives off
more greenhouse damages and that adds onto the problem of already existing chemicals in
the atmosphere. That in turn increases temperature. We do not want to see PNG doing what is
contrary to what it has already agreed to sign. PNG will need to stand up as a leader in this
area. We have lost some of our own islands to rise in sea level due to global warming. In order
to protect our people and our country from global warming, we have to do what it right.
Definitely developing a coal industry in PNG is not a right thing to do;

2. The second reason is the country has not managed its resources prudently. In other words,
the O’Neill-Dion government has not managed our proceeds from the extractive industry
wisely to create a sustainable income for the country’s economy. For instance, we have seen
the proceeds from the PNG LNG project sent offshore to repay commercial loans borrowed
from overseas. We do not see any proceeds of existing extractive projects benefitting our
people. The people of the five host provinces, which have signed the Umbrella Benefit Sharing
Agreements, have been crying for their dues for more than four years. No benefit has gone to
these people. The five provincial governments have continued to struggle to get the benefits to
their provinces. The question is if we continue to allow our government to exploit more of our
resources in the extractive industry like the Coal, mine, gas...etc., what is the guarantee that
our people will be benefitting today whilst we experience evidently that the people of this
country are not benefitting from what they own- the resources? Even the OK Tedi mine, for
instance, from which the Prime Minister announced a 39 per cent equity to the landowners
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that has not been materialised. When will we see our people benefitting from the 39 per cent
equity? There is no benefit but only sugar-coated talks. The government has also pushed for a
project in New Ireland-seabed mine. We do not know the benefits. We do not also know what
has happened to it. When I was a minister, I opposed this deep seabed mining because it
damages the environment. The proceeds have not been prudently managed for the people.
Therefore, when the government continue to exploit more and more resources at the suffering
of our people without exercising prudent economic management or giving benefits back to the
people who own the resources, there is no guarantee that the new coal mine will benefit the
people to build a strong economy. We must not develop projects which we already have their
existence that are not benefitting our people. We need to diversify the country’s economy. We
need to create a resilient and a sustainable economy. It is very important. We are yet to do
that. We would like to see proceeds from the extractive industry diverted into building a very
strong and big agriculture industry in PNG. We would also like to see a big manufactory
factory developed from funds sourced from the extractive industry. These are the things which
we should have achieved when we saw that the LNG proceeds were diverted elsewhere. We
are yet to see these industries developed at least to see our people being turned away from the
expectation of extractive industry to SME, tourism, agriculture or manufacturing-based
economy. Without creating those industries to diversify the economy, the government
deciding to develop a coal industry or any others devoid of proceeds materialised at the
grassroots level, we feel that it is a waste of time and resources. It is a pure exploitation of
what PNG offers as they do not earn benefits for the people who own the resources. These
points must be observed by the government when bulldozing the project through.

We will fix the economic strategies and policies to create that sustainable and resilient
economy to benefit our people for a long time. I want to move away from the traditional way
of managing the economy. I want to move away from the extractive industry which is only
temporary. I would like to create very permanent industries in agriculture, downstream
processing, tourism, Information, communication and technology and building and
empowering SMEs. How do we do this? I will make sure PNG Sustainable program is restored
because it is a good program. The government has made a mistake to disband it. Review the
Sovereign Wealth Fund as it deviated from its original version; strengthen the Extractive
Industry Transparency Initiative (EITI), establish agriculture commodity stabilisation funds,
Commercialisation of fertile lands (Sepik Plain, Markam Valley, Baiyer valley, Waghi valley,
Papuan Basin, fertile lands in New Guinea Islands etc...) into huge agriculture projects. That is
what we should be doing.

(Source-http://news.pngfacts.com/2016/12/png-opposition-opposes-coal-
mining.html#ixzz4Szh3AyH3)
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India, Timor-Leste discuss scope of export, manufacture of

Union Health Minister ] P Nadda(Dec 6) met vice foreign minister of Timor-Leste Roberto
Sarmento De Oliviera Soars and discussed the scope of export and manufacture of affordable
generic drugs.

The existing economic engagement, commercial relationship and Indias support towards
development cooperation in Timor-Leste were also discussed.

"Happy to have met Mr. Roberto Sarmento De Oliviera Soars, Hon. Vice Foreign Minister of
Timor-Leste.

"Discussed the existing economic engagement, commercial relationship & Indias support
towards development cooperation in Timor-Leste," he said in a series of tweets.

Nadda also shared the status of the pact signed between both the nations in the field of
healthcare and public health.

"Also discussed the potential scope of India as a leading manufacturer & exporter of
efficacious & affordable generic medicines.

"Shared the status of MoU on cooperation in the field of Healthcare & Public Health b/w India
& Timor-Leste that seeks the cabinet approval,” he tweeted.

(Source- http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/india-timor-leste-discuss-scope-of-export-
manufacture-of/1/828571.html)
Indonesia expands protection for peatlands, climate

Indonesia has extended legal protection for its wetlands and peat bogs by expanding a ban on
the conversion of these carbon-rich swamps into plantations.

The move, if properly enforced, could drastically reduce Indonesia's sizeable carbon footprint
and prevent a repeat of the annual forest fires that plague the region, conservationists say.

A moratorium on new conversions of certain peatland areas has been in place since 2011 in
Indonesia.

But this latest revision -- signed into law by President Joko Widodo, and issued(Dec 6) --
clarifies and expands the law, ensuring that all peatlands are covered and that companies must
restore areas they have degraded.

"We want to avoid any misinterpretation of the existing regulation, which gives the
impression that land-clearing is still allowed," environment ministry spokesman Djati
Witjaksono Hadi told AFP.

Peatlands take thousands of years to form as layers of dense wet plant material compact into
dense carbon stores.When these ancient swamps are drained or cleared by fire to make way
for commercial plantations -- such as for palm oil or pulp wood -- that carbon is released into
the atmosphere.Conservationists hailed the strengthened moratorium as a win for climate
change.
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"This regulation will be a major contribution to the Paris climate agreement," said the World
Resources Institute's Nirarta Samadhi, referring to a binding agreement on reducing
emissions. Norway -- which pledged in 2010 to pay Indonesia up to USD 1 billion if it preserved
its rain forests -- committed USD 25 million to restore peatlands in the wake of the
announcement.The moratorium could also help prevent the outbreak of deadly smog from
forest fires that shrouds the region every year, causing widespread illness.

Peatlands are moist and unlikely to ignite unless drained.

(Source- http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Indonesia-
expands-protection-for-peatlands-climate/articleshow/55835166.cms )
Japan

(Dr. Pankaj Jha)
US returning land to Japan it's controlled since World War II

The US military in December 2016 will return to Japan's government more than 9,800
acres of land it has held since World War II, Secretary of Defense Ash Carter said (Dec 6).

The 9,852 acres of land on the island of Okinawa, part of a territory officially referred to as the
Northern Training Area, is in a large US military base complex on the Pacific island more than
960 miles (1,550 kilometers) southwest of Tokyo.

The US had turned most of Okinawa over to Japan in 1972 after controlling it from the end of
World War II in 1945.

This is the largest return of US-occupied land since then.

To facilitate the return, the Japanese government agreed to build six helicopter landing zones
as well as some access roads to allow US troops to train in the area, a senior US defense official
told CNN.

The US military is expected to continue to administer the area, which was used for jungle
warfare training, a US official said.

The US and Japan have been negotiating the handover since the 1990s.
Carter made the announcement while appearing alongside Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe at the Kantei, his office in Tokyo.

A senior defense official told CNN that the formal handover is due to take place on December
21 and 22 at an event to be attended by US Ambassador Caroline Kennedy and the commander
of US Forces Japan, Lt. Gen. Jerry Martinez.

"We share your objective of completing the transfer by December 22," Carter told Abe.
Carter arrived in Japan on Monday on a trip to shore up US-Japan military relations amid fears
that President-elect Donald Trump might pivot away from the decades-long security

alliance.More than 52,000 US troops are in Japan, according to US Forces Japan. Add civilian
personnel, contractors and dependents and the US presence there tops 100,000.
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That presence has been most contentious on Okinawa, where about half of those US troops
are based and where relations between US military personnel and residents deteriorated this
year following several violent incidents related to American bases on the island.

At a June protest attended by more than 60,000 people in the Okinawan capital of Naha, the
island's governor, Takeshi Onaga, said he would strongly ask the Japanese government to
move all US military bases outside of Okinawa.

"The government should know that the anger of the people in Okinawa is almost reaching a
limit and it is not [right] to sacrifice Okinawa people for military bases anymore," he said.
(Source- http://edition.cnn.com/2016/12/06/politics/us-japan-okinawa-land-return/)

Korea
Global instability drives S Korean war industry

In South Korea, the business of war is booming. Military exports have soared nearly 1,100 per
cent since 2009 as the nation’s arms manufacturers thrive off growing global instability,
competitive pricing and the re-emergence of demand for conventional weapons of warfare —
the country’s speciality.

Now, analysts believe the country is on track to overtake China as the region’s leading arms
exporter by the end of the decade.

“Globally, South Korea is in a good spot,” said Paul Choi, head of research at CLSA Securities
Korea. “[Its] structural growth in defence equipment is already ahead of its own target. By
2020, it will pass China to become Asia’s arms powerhouse.”

The boom is being fuelled by rising geopolitical tensions in Asia and eastern Europe.

China’s increasing assertiveness in the South China Sea has prompted the region’s emerging
markets, such as Indonesia and the Philippines, to devote more to defence, but with a keen
eye on price.

Here, South Korea’s arms exporters, including Korea Aerospace Industries and Hanwha
Techwin, have proven extremely competitive, often sweetening deals with the transfer of
technology.

The nation also carries little geopolitical or historical baggage and can cater to the rising
demand for weaponry in the Middle East, Indian subcontinent or Southeast Asia with less
sensitivity than some of its nearest neighbours.

“Trucks and submarines to Indonesia, comms equipment to Iraq, ships to the UK...South
Korea has a diverse industry and is selling to a wide range of users,” said Ben Moores, a senior
defence analyst at IHS Markit. “China, meanwhile, is dependent on Pakistan and Sri Lanka.”

Last year, South Korea exported $871m of equipment — up from $73m in 2009. For 2016, Mr
Moores expects the total to surpass $1.2bn. China’s arms exports, in comparison, declined from
$1.9bn in 2013 to $1.6bn last year. IHS Markit predicts Beijing will drop out of the world’s top 10
ranking next year.

“South Korea has put its money in the right places and made investments in strategic
weapons, not national vanities,” he said.
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The country has booked orders worth more than $3bn in each of the last three years,
promising flush income in the years to come, according to the official Defense Acquisition
Program Administration.

Shifting attitudes back in favour of conventional armaments such as artillery — weapons that
South Korea has been honing for decades in its stand-off with Pyongyang — have also played a
role.

Russia’s invasion of the Crimea sparked a surge in demand, with eastern European and
Scandinavian nations now lining up to negotiate with Hanwha Techwin for its self-propelled
artillery, said Mr Choi, author of a recent report on Korean defence.

“The company is very competitive [on price],” he said. “Historically, the Korean government
accounted for about a quarter of artillery demand, so it has big economies of scale. The prices
of its German competitors are about twice as high.”

(Source-https://www.ft.com/content/69724520-b85f-11e6-ba85-95d1533d9a62)
North Korea: Kim Jong-un's wife reappears in public after long mysterious absence

The wife of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has reappeared in public after a nine-month-
long absence. The reasons for her disappearance are still not known, but speculation has been
rife.

Ri Sol-ju emerged in public along with Kim during an air combat training competition
conducted by the Korean People's Air Force and Defense (KPAF).

Pyongyang's state-run mouthpiece Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) reported the event
without many details about the presence of Ri. The exact date of the occasion is also unclear.

This is said to be the first time in nearly nine months Ri was mentioned by the North Korean
state media as her last appearance was on 28 March.

Rumours have been doing the rounds that she might have been removed from Kim's inner
circle.

During the event jointly attended by Ri and Kim, the North Korean leader provided "field
guidance" to the country's air force personnel asking them maintain high vigilance. The

The KCNA dispatch said Kim "stressed that once an order of final attack is issued, they should
promptly take off and mercilessly blow up the strongholds of aggression and pave a broad
avenue to the units of the People's Army advancing southward".

The Korean peninsula has become highly unstable in recent months after the North's nuclear
and missile tests. Despite global condemnation, Pyongyang has refused to scale down any of
its programmes. The regime has also reacted strongly to the recent economic sanctions
announced by the UN Security Council.

The regime has also reacted strongly to the recent economic sanctions announced by the UN
Security Council.

(Source-http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/north-korea-kim-jong-uns-wife-reappears-public-after-
long-mysterious-absence-1594756)
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South Korean military on alert for possible North Korean provocation

The South Korean military has been kept on high alert to prepare for any provocation from its
rival, North Korea. Seoul's forces have been asked to hold high vigilance as Pyongyang may
attempt to flex its muscle during the presidential transition period in the US.

"We are closely monitoring North Korea's military moves as it might misinterpret political
trouble in the South and the power transition period in the US as a good opportunity to
provoke,"” Jeon Ha-kyu, spokesperson for the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) told reporters(Dec 5).
The heightened vigilance comes at a time when the North has pledged a tough response in the
wake of UN-imposed sanctions on Pyongyang. Only days ago, the North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un had overseen military drills close to the border simulating attacks on South Korea's
key positions.

The JCS spokesperson has also condemned the North's increasing interference in the South
Korean political affairs, which has also been witnessing turbulent times. South Korean
President Park Geun-hye has been embroiled in a large-scale corruption scandal and following
that impeachment procedures have been set in motion by the opposition parties.

Tensions have been escalating in the Korean peninsula in the past few weeks particularly after
the UN Security Council announced a fresh round of sanctions against the Kim Jong-un
regime for its nuclear detonation in September.

Kim had earlier warned: "If a war breaks out, such a deadly strike should be inflicted upon the
South Korean forces to completely break their will of counteraction at the start and make a
clean sweep of them," according to the state-run Korean Central News Agency. The reclusive
leader has carried out at least nine field visits to frontline military units in November alone.
The North has conducted two nuclear detonations in 2016 and several other missile tests in a
direct violation of UN regulations.
(Source-http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/south-korean-military-alert-possible-north-
korean-provocation-1594833)

Oceania
US Signs South Pacific Tuna Treaty Amendments

The United States and 16 Pacific Island governments initialed amendments to the Multilateral
Treaty on Fisheries at a ceremony in Nadi, Fiji on December 3, 2016.

According to the US State Department, the revisions to the Treaty will generate higher
economic returns from fisheries for Pacific Island countries, while supporting the continued
viable operation of the US fishing fleet in the region.

“The positive outcome reflects strong commitments to the Treaty by the parties and relevant
stakeholders, including the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) and the US fishing
industry, and a further enhancement of political and economic ties between the United States
and the Pacific Island region,” the US State Department said in a press statement.

The Pacific Island parties to the Treaty include 16 members of the FFA: Australia, Cook
Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Republic of Kiribati, Republic of the Marshall
Islands, Republic of Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Republic of Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,
Solomon Islands, Kingdom of Tonga, Tuvalu, and Republic of Vanuatu.
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The Multilateral Treaty on Fisheries (also known as the South Pacific Tuna Treaty) entered
into force in 1988. The parties have been negotiating amendments to modernize the Treaty
and extend its terms of access since 2009. Based on the progress demonstrated by these Treaty
amendments, the United States rescinded its decision to withdraw from the Treaty, which
would otherwise have taken effect in January 2017, according the US State Department.

The revisions to the Treaty include the general terms of fishing access for the US purse seine
fishing vessels to waters under the jurisdiction of Pacific Island parties through 2022.

“Greater flexibility in the fishing arrangements, as well as opportunities for new forms of
commercial cooperation, will benefit both US industry and the Pacific Island parties,” the
State Department said, adding, “The US government intends to continue providing $21 million
annually pursuant to a related agreement to support economic development in the Pacific
Island region.”

(Source- http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2016/12/264807.htm)

Gautam Adani's Australian coal mine project gets a boost

Indian mining giant Adani's plan to build one of the world's largest coal mines in Australia got
a major boost on Monday as it secured the final approval for a permanent rail line for the 21.7
billion dollars controversy- hit project despite protests from green groups.

Queensland's Coordinator-General has given "the latest, and final, secondary approval" for
about 31.5 kilometres of permanent track, as well as the 300-bed camp, according to an official
statement.

The rail section approved will form part of the 389- kilometre heavy haul railway line from the
mine in the Galilee Basin to the Abbot Point port.

After getting the approval, Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani met Australian Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull. He would also meet Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk
tomorrow.

State Development Minister Anthony Lynham said the approval was another milestone for the
project."Adani has confirmed it will start construction next year," Lynham said."North
Queensland is about to see a new horizon, because these big projects will be a huge economic
stimulus for the north," he said.

The company is also expected to announce its project headquarters.Townsville Mayor Jenny
Hill said it would be a huge win for the region."We've got one of the highest unemployment
rates in Australia,” she said."These are the sort of projects that can support 2,000 to 3,000 jobs,
not to mention the other jobs that come from the fact that so many people are employed," Hill
said.

The mine will consist of six open-cut pits and up to five underground mines, and will supply
Indian power plants with enough coal to generate electricity for up to 100 million people.The
controversial project involves dredging 1.1 million cubic metres of spoil near the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park, which will then be disposed off on land.Meanwhile, over 200 people here
gathered to protest, demanding that the project be stopped.
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Australian Conservation Foundation's Paul Sinclair said the project could still be stopped.
(Source- http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Gautam-Adanis-
Australian-coal-mine-project-gets-a-boost/articleshow/55816036.cms)

Li Ka-shing Makes a Bid for Duet Group of Australia

A Hong Kong billionaire is making another attempt to buy big-money assets in Australia
despite rising skepticism about foreign investors there, particularly those from China.

An investment vehicle controlled by Li Ka-shing, one of Asia’s richest men, has offered to
acquire the Australian pipeline and electricity company Duet Group for roughly $5.4 billion,
Duet said in a news release dated Sunday. The news sent its shares up about 14 percent in
midmorning trading in Australia(Dec 5).

Duet said it was evaluating the offer. Mr. Li’s company, Cheung Kong Infrastructure, based in
Hong Kong, did not answer phone calls.

The offer represents the second time this year that Mr. Li has tried to acquire Australian
infrastructure assets. Earlier, he had bid for Ausgrid, a major electricity distributor. State Grid
Corporation of China, a Chinese state owned power company, also bid for Ausgrid.

But those offers fell victim to rising worries in Australia about foreign investment. In August,
the Australian government rejected the deal on national security grounds, citing the services
that Ausgrid provides to local businesses and governments.

Australian officials said the nationality of the bidders was not a factor. Still, Chinese
investment has come under a microscope in Australia. The country is a major source of the
natural resources China needs to feed its fast-growing economy, and Chinese money has
become an important part of Australian economic life.

Chinese money has fueled surging home prices and deals for assets such as food companies
and ranch land. But that has provoked a backlash in some Australian quarters and calls from
lawmakers to limit deals.

Chinese involvement became an issue in a high-profile bidding fight this year involving huge
tracts of Australian cattle land, though a buyer thatincluded a Chinese minority

investor eventually prevailed.

Mr. Li is a longtime buyer of global infrastructure assets and does not typically team up with
Chinese government-connected companies.

Two years ago he clinched a deal to acquire an Australian natural gas distributor, Envestra,
now known as Australian Gas Networks.

(Source- The New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/04/business/dealbook/li-
kashing-pipeline-australia.html?_r=o)
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