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Weekly Review of Select International Events 

 
 (12 -18 September, 2016) 

 
 
Central Asia 
 

 Turkmenistan President Unveils New Airport Terminal  
President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov unveiled a new US$ 
2.3 billion airport terminal at Ashgabat International Airport on September 17. 
The airport building is shaped as a flying falcon and it is the largest airport of 
the Central Asian region with an area of about 1,200 hectares.1 The modern 
airport is designed to receive aircrafts of all types and it can serve more than 17 
million passengers per year or roughly 2,000 per hour. The new terminal can 
also handle more than 200,000 tons of goods through the cargo terminal. 
President Berdimuhamedov referred to his country as having ‘solid transit 
potential’.2 
 
Turkmenistan has been the largest gas exporter in Central Asia3, primarily 
selling it to Russia and China. However, Russia has stopped purchasing gas 
from Turkmenistan since January 2016. Consequently, China has emerged as 
the largest purchaser of Turkmen gas, about 30 billion cubic metres a year.4 
With an economy of 37 billion dollars, a population of 5.3 million and its large 
natural gas reserves, the country wants to diversify its economy and the energy 
market.  
 
 

                                                             
1 State News Agency of Turkmenistan, “The President of Turkmenistan took part in the opening of 
new Ashgabat International Airport,” Turkmenistan: Golden Age, 17 September 2016, 
http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_eng/?id=6453  
2 BBC, “Turkmenistan unveils bird-shaped airport in Ashgabat,” 17 September 2016, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-37397021  
3 Olzhas Auyezov, “Exclusive: Turkmenistan limits access to foreign currency as exports fall – 
sources,” Reuters, 20 July 2016, http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkmenistan-economy-
exclusive-idUSKCN100153  
4 Olzhas Auyezov, “Exclusive: Turkmenistan limits access to foreign currency as exports fall – 
sources,” Reuters, 20 July 2016, http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkmenistan-economy-
exclusive-idUSKCN100153 

http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_eng/?id=6453
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-37397021
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkmenistan-economy-exclusive-idUSKCN100153
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkmenistan-economy-exclusive-idUSKCN100153
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkmenistan-economy-exclusive-idUSKCN100153
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkmenistan-economy-exclusive-idUSKCN100153
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Turkmenistan has been trying to become a regional transport and energy hub 
in the wake of global energy price slowdown and Russia stopping to purchase 
gas from the country. Apart from building the new airport terminal, the 
country has been making investments in other regional projects to integrate 
with regional economies. Work on the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India (TAPI) natural gas pipeline has commenced since December 2015. The 
Iran-Turkmenistan-Kazakhstan railway line, connecting Persian Gulf to the 
Caspian Sea, has become operational since December 2014. Turkmenistan is 
also constructing along with Afghanistan and Tajikistan (TAT) a railway line 
connecting the three countries and a section of this line inside the territory of 
Turkmenistan has been completed. The 400-km TAT railway line project is 
likely to become operational by 2018.5  
 
Turkmenistan exports electricity to Afghanistan and Iran. The country has 
plans to add Turkey and Pakistan – through Iran and Afghanistan respectively 
– to its electricity export destinations. It has proposed to supply electricity 
from Turkmenistan to Pakistan along the route parallel to the TAPI gas 
pipeline.6  
 
After making big investments in developing different infrastructure, getting its 
market connected with regional countries, it seems that Turkmenistan in the 
near future will liberalize its visa norms to attract more businesses and 
tourists, which will help the country to overcome the economic challenges. In 
2015, the country received about 100,000 tourists from abroad.7  
 
Turkmenistan is also hosting the Fifth Asian Indoor and Martial Arts Games in 
2017, which is likely to increase its engagement and interactions with the 
world. 
 

Africa 
 

 India Stresses Need for Indo-African ICT Cooperation8 
Minister of Communications Manoj Sinha, while inaugurating the 2nd edition 
of the Indo-Africa ICT Expo at KICC, Nairobi, from 1 to 3 September, said that 
India has a vast experience in setting up of ICT infrastructure and the 
experience can be leveraged by the government as well as private sectors in 
African nations. The ICT expo was oragnized with the help of India’s 
Telecommunication Equipment and Services Export promotion Council (TEPC) 
in conjunction with NASSCOM and ICT Authority of Kenya last weekend. 

                                                             
5 Azer News, “Turkmenistan ends construction of its section of TAT Railway,” 18 November 2015, 
http://www.azernews.az/region/89871.html  
6 Huseyn Hasanov, “Turkmenistan plans to export electricity to Pakistan,” 10 September 2016, 
http://en.trend.az/business/energy/2658196.html  
7 BBC, “Turkmenistan unveils bird-shaped airport in Ashgabat,” 17 September 2016, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-37397021  
8  India Television , 8 September 2016, http://www.indiantelevision.com/regulators/ib-
ministry/india-stresses-need-for-indo-african-ict-cooperation-160908 

http://www.azernews.az/region/89871.html
http://en.trend.az/business/energy/2658196.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-37397021
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He further said that to explore synergies on the ground, about 100 ICT 
companies from India are participating in this event that will facilitate growth 
of business opportunities in their nations. Kenya ICT Minister Joe Mucheru was 
also present on the occasion. 
 
The event, aimed at enhancing co-operation between African countries and 
India in the ICT sector, also saw attendance of various senior government 
officials from neighbouring countries such as South Sudan’s ICT & Postal 
Services Deputy Minister Akol Paul Kordit with a big delegation of Uganda’s 
ICT Principal Secretary Jimmy Pat Saamanya, and Malawi’s ICT and Civic 
Education Secretary Justin Adack K Saidi. Business leaders from India, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Uganda, the UK, Israel, South Sudan, Rwanda, Mauritius and 
Commonwealth Telecom Organization were also present. 
 
Sinha stressed that India has conditions similar to those in the African nations 
and also has special ties with East African countries. Together, India sees many 
opportunities for cooperation and transfer of expertise in the areas of setting up 
of the ICT infrastructure, solutions and application development, skill 
development and innovation that can be leveraged by the governments as well 
as the private sector in the continent. India is keen to find ways to increase 
business between India and Africa in ICT sector, he added. 
 
Kenya minister Mucheru called upon the local businesses to tap into the huge 
reservoir of knowledge their Indian counterparts have and develop technology-
based solutions for Kenyan, African and the global market. He also noted that 
there are numerous opportunities for partnerships between both public and 
private sectors of Kenya and India. He further said that India and Africa 
continue to witness exponential growth in the telecommunication and 
information technology segments. It is thus essential to evaluate the areas 
where the two regions can cooperate so as to further enhance lives of the 
people through technology. 
 
A key highlight of the event on 1 September 2016 was the ICT Ministers’ Round 
Table Meeting on ‘Digital Dreams of the Developing Nations’, wherein ICT 
Ministers/Secretaries leading high-level government and business delegations 
from India, Kenya, South Sudan, Uganda and Malawi participated. 
Government-to-government bilateral talks were also held between the Indian 
government officials and government delegations from Kenya, Uganda, Malawi 
and South Sudan. 
 
A NASSCOM statement said, “Africa is turning into one of the fastest growing 
regions in the world, offering huge domestic market potential and growing 
economically at more than 5% per year. This event only reiterates the fact that 
India and Africa are well on their way to collaborate and become the next 
global leaders in technology. Africa is turning into one of the fastest growing 
regions in the world, offering huge domestic market potential and growing 
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economically at more than 5% per year. During the last two years, the focus has 
been on the SME sector engagement and a number of the participating delegate 
companies have achieved their biggest success in Africa.” 
 
The event also had more than 400 business-to-business meetings between 
India and Africa. Over 10 MoUs worth Rs. 40 crore were signed. In addition, 
there was a demand for setting up of training centre and technology transfer. 

 

 Giving Wings to Africa's Regional Integration9 
  

As the world gets used to new forms of interconnectedness, Africa is not left 
aside. Today, more than 700 million Africans are subscribed to mobile services 
with many wealthy Africans proudly displaying more than one cell, a symbol of 
a newly acquired social status. The proliferation of mobile networks has 
transformed communications, businesses or banking, enabling a jump 
unimaginable just a few years ago.  
 
Is aviation going to be the next big integration magnet? 
Unfortunately, even though Africa is home to 15% of the world's population it 
only accounts for a relatively small proportion of air traffic, in fact less than 3% 
of the world's total.  Small as this may be, the African aviation market is 
growing fast. 
 
International air passenger numbers have grown consistently year on year since 
2004 except in 2011 where the numbers dipped as a result of political instability 
in parts of North Africa. From less than 40 million passengers carried in 2004 
by African airlines, passenger numbers increased to 73.8 million in 2013. 
Domestic passenger numbers within the region also increased significantly 
reaching 28 million in 2013. This growth is projected to continue. Boeing's long-
term forecast for 2014-2033 indicates that, driven by a positive economic 
outlook, increasing trade links, and the growing middle class, traffic to, from, 
and within Africa is projected to grow by about 6 percent per year for the next 
two decades. This demand will translate into a demand for an additional 1,170 
new airplanes, valued at USD 160 billion. But as with all good things the proof 
of the pudding is in the eating. 
 
According to the Air Transport Action Group, in 2014 the aviation industry in 
Africa supported 6.8 million jobs and contributed USD 72.5 billion to Africa's 
GDP. This accounted for 11% of the jobs and 3% of the GDP supported by the air 
transport industry worldwide. 
 
These encouraging developments, however, do not reveal some of the major 
obstacles still faced by the aviation industry in the continent. It remains one of 
the most unsafe regions to fly, it has lagged behind others on skies 

                                                             
9  UN Economic Commission of Africa , 17 September 
2016,http://allafrica.com/stories/201609180022.html 
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liberalization, its airport infrastructure continues to require massive 
investments and the training of skilled personnel is not being properly planned. 
 
African airlines consolidation is another challenge. During the 1970s and 1980s, 
there were about 36 African airlines, of which 26 had intercontinental flight 
services. Today, there are only about 12 African airlines with intercontinental 
operations.  Over the last two decades, a total of 37 new airlines were launched 
in Africa but almost all of them failed.  Most countries continue to act solo and 
motivated by choices other than economic. It is true that the Middle East 
carriers and the good performance of Ethiopian Airlines contradict the 
doomsayers of the state-owned airlines, but these are exceptions that need to 
be understood in their plenitude. Eighty percent of the continent's long-haul 
traffic is dominated by non-African carriers. 
 
The average cost of a flight in Africa is higher than anywhere else in the world.  
High-landing fees, exorbitant taxes levied on airfares as well as above average 
aviation fuel prices, almost 30% higher than in Europe, do not help. 
 
Funding access for the aviation industry is uneven. Dubai, Abu Dhabi and 
Qatar-based airlines have reportedly enjoyed a host of benefits valued at more 
than USD 42 billion over the past decade. That includes subsidized access to 
capital and sponsored first-class infrastructure. American commercial aviation 
has also benefited from its government's support valued at USD 155 billion, 
since 1918. Obviously, African airlines are not in the same league and have been 
left to fend for themselves. Without the same easy access to capital markets, 
export credit financing (which can cover up to 85% of the actual aircraft price), 
or insurance subsidies, African airlines either have to finance the difference 
from their own funds, or opt for junior loans with punitive rates from 
commercial banks; or lease aircrafts at an even heavier cost. The financing 
options open to African carriers dwarf their chances for expansion. It is 
therefore hardly surprising mega carriers are doing so well, including in their 
operations in Africa. They have the advantage to expand quickly, with space to 
build a market from the scratch, increase market shares and continue investing 
heavily in service and marketing. 
 
Intra-African connectivity is so mediocre that any passengers have to travel 
thousands of miles out of the continent just to be able to make a connection to 
another African destination. A quarter of the intra-African routes are actually 
served by just one airline. Despite African states signing up for a full 
liberalization of the regional market at Yamoussoukro in 1999, restrictions and 
protectionism, instead of being eliminated, are becoming rather rampant. 
 
What could constitute a good base for a turnaround? With regards to safety 
accidents, 2014 marked a significant change. Despite aviation disasters 
dominating headlines that year, African airlines actually stood out for zero jet 
hull losses (write-offs) per 1-million flights compared to 2.22 in 2013 and 4.63 in 
2012. This is encouraging news, suggesting regional measures to improve safety 
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records are working. Ethiopian Airlines is already leading the way amongst its 
continental competitors in terms of establishing ambitious targets meet them 
and turn a profit. With 93 destinations across 5 continents, including 53 in 
Africa its future looks promising. Having experienced a phenomenal 700% 
growth in its revenue since 2005, Ethiopian Airlines has demonstrated the 
strength to face difficult competition. However, as long as Africa fails to 
establish a single aviation market and countries continue to restrict African 
carriers while welcoming the European and the Middle East competitors, the 
performance of Ethiopian Airlines may remain an exception. 
 
Africa must move towards embracing a conducive and smart regulatory 
framework that liberalises its skies in order to realise a profitable and globally 
competent airline industry. A truly competitive sector will need to be 
innovative and prioritise the continent's interests over national flags. An open 
skies policy would drive the cost of tickets down and increase substantially the 
number of flyers.  According to IATA, by just deregulating and liberating 
African air services in 12 key markets, an extra 155,000 jobs and USD 1.3 billion 
could be generated. 
 
Evidence shows that open skies agreements have worked in other regions. For 
example, in Europe, it increased exponentially the number of routes and 
provoked a 34% decline in ticket fares. Indeed, where African nations have 
liberalised their air markets, either within Africa or with the rest of the world, 
positive benefits have resulted. The 2006 Morocco-EU open skies agreement 
led to 160% rise in traffic with the number of routes operating between the two 
multiplying four fold. Just allowing the operation of a low-cost carrier service 
between South Africa and Zambia (Johannesburg-Lusaka) resulted in a 38% 
reduction in fares and 38% increase in passenger traffic. The continent has to 
create more space for low-cost flying.  As of 2013, the penetration of the low-
cost airlines in Africa was the lowest in the world, representing less than 10% of 
the continent's total. 
In an interconnected world, air travel is no longer a luxury; it is a necessity for a 
prosperous continent. 
 

 Obama to Meet Buhari, Address U.S.-Africa Business Forum in New 
York10 
Excerpts from press call on September 16 by Deputy National Security Advisor for 
Strategic Communications Ben Rhodes and the U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations Samantha Power to preview the president's trip to the United Nations 
General Assembly 
 
On Tuesday, President Obama will give his address to the U.N. General 
Assembly.  He will review some of the progress that's been made over the last 
eight years, but also review some of the trends that have been shaping the 

                                                             
10 http://allafrica.com/stories/201609170048.html, 17 September 2016 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201609170048.html
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international order for many years and that have led up to a really critical 
moment as the international community responds to a range of different crises.  
 
Following the address to the U.N. General Assembly, the President will have a 
bilateral meeting with President Buhari of Nigeria.  This has clearly been a 
priority for the US in terms of investing in the success of the Nigerian 
government as they deal with a range of very difficult challenges.  The 
President will comment President Buhari for the accomplishments that he’s 
made during this first year in office following a successful democratic 
transition.  He’ll want to discuss ways that the United States can continue to 
support the governance, security, and economic reform efforts within Nigeria. 
 
They’ll certainly discuss cooperation against the Islamic State’s West Africa 
Province, which is also known as Boko Haram, as well as the next steps for 
responding to the humanitarian emergency in Northeast Nigeria and how the 
US can engage Niger Delta stakeholders in a dialogue to end the militancy that 
has caused so many challenges in the region.  So, a very important opportunity 
for the President to meet with the leader of the largest African country…  
 
On Wednesday, September 21st, the President will participate in the U.S.-Africa 
Business Forum.  And this follows up on a long-standing priority of the 
administration to promote trade, investment, and deeper commercial and 
business ties between the United States and Africa. 
 
This forum will take stock of the progress that’s been made since the 2014 
Africa Business Forum and focus on partnerships between the United States 
and Africa that are solving concrete problems and enhancing growth, and four 
areas will particularly be focused on. 
 
One is how diversified economies can transform risk into opportunity.  Another 
is how infrastructure development and sustainable growth go together.  Third 
is how innovation and technology can help promote effective, high-quality and 
sustainable economic growth.  And the fourth is how we are shaping a 21st-
century workforce.  All of these issues, together, I think speak to how Africa is 
poised to really continue to take off in terms of economic growth and delivering 
better opportunities for people on the continent. 
The forum will feature three African countries in particular that have been on 
the move -- Nigeria, Tunisia, and Cote D’Ivoire.   
 

 East Africa: Nairobi Meeting to Discuss EAC Gas11 
Huge gas discoveries in Tanzania and Mozambique will be a subject of intense 
interest among the global energy industry players during the Fourth East 
African Oil and Gas Summit (EAOGS) slated for Nairobi in November this year. 
 

                                                             
11 The Citizen, 14 September 2106, http://allafrica.com/stories/201609140670.html 
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Also expected to feature in the discussions are significant oil discoveries in 
Uganda and Kenya. Uganda will export its crude oil overseas through a pipeline 
to be built from Hoima in western part of the country to Tanga port. 
 
Organisers of the meeting, to be held from November 15 to 17, say there are 
indications that East African nations were already in the race to become major 
oil and gas producers in the African continent. 
 
"The speed at which governments in East Africa are developing hydrocarbon 
reserves is a clear indication of their will to cement the region's reputation as 
the new hot spot in hydrocarbon exploration and production", said Mr Reuben 
Kyama of the Nairobi-based One World Public Relations, one of the 
coordinators. 
 
While oil production will start anytime in Uganda, Kenya has announced that 
the government has brought forward the country's oil production deadline by 
two years, and 'set a path' that will enable the country to become a major 
producer and exporter by 2019. 

 
 

China – Economic Affairs and OBOR  
 

 China, Africa Trade Relations Continue to Improve 

China’s position as the trade partner of Africa continued improving in 2014, 

according to the Annual Report on Development in Africa (2015-2016) released 

recently by the Institute of West-Asian and African Studies under the Chinese 

Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing. The report suggests the growth of 

African exports was slower than that of global exports, while African import 

growth was approximately in sync with global imports. China’s exports to 

Africa in 2014 amounted to about US$106 billion, accounting for about 17 

percent of Africa’s imports. And China’s imports from Africa in 2014 amounted 

to about $117 billion, accounting for about 21 percent of Africa’s exports. The 

report also advises related enterprises to pay more attention to resolving the 

problems encountered in commerce and prioritize the enterprises social 

responsibility when doing business in Africa.12 

 China is likely to use its foreign exchange reserves for economic 

restructuring 

                                                             
12 
http://casseng.cssn.cn/news_events/news_events_news_briefing/201609/t20160905_3189862.html 
 

http://casseng.cssn.cn/news_events/news_events_news_briefing/201609/t20160905_3189862.html
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In his article titled, “China is likely to use its foreign exchange reserves for 

economic restructuring”, Hu Weijia notes: 

It seems China is adjusting its strategies for managing the country's massive 

foreign exchange reserves as part of Beijing's efforts to promote economic 

restructuring. For instance, while China has cut its US bond holdings in recent 

years, the country set aside tens of billions of dollars from its foreign exchange 

reserves to establish the Silk Road Fund, designed to finance China's Belt and 

Road initiative. 

 

China is likely to use more of its foreign exchange reserves in new ways to back 

up the country's national strategy and economic restructuring. In the future, 

China may adopt a more proactive approach to managing its huge volume of 

foreign exchange reserves based on the requirements of pushing forward its 

own economic development strategy.13 

 People's Daily criticizes U.S. as "source of turmoil" 

The People's Daily has criticized the US as the "source of turmoil in the world." 

The newspaper on 18 September 

published three articles by Chinese scholars to analyze the 

causes of expansive and hegemonic moves by the United States from systemic, i

deological and strategic perspectives. 

An editor's note on the page said that U.S. interventions are behind unrest and 

disputes in many 

places, including the Middle East, Eastern Europe and the South China Sea.14 

 India-China Consultation on NSG 

While replying to a question on India-China consultation on NSG, China’s 

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson, Hua Chunying on 14 September 2016 provided 

the following details: 

On September 13, China and India held a fresh round of arms control 

consultation in New Delhi. The consultation was co-chaired by Wang Qun, 

Director-General of the Arms Control Department of the Chinese Foreign 

Ministry, and Amandeep Singh Gill, Joint Secretary for Disarmament and 

International Security of the Indian Ministry of External Affairs. The two sides 

exchanged views on issues of common concern. 
                                                             
13 http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1006959.shtml 
14 http://en.people.cn/n3/2016/0919/c90780-9116349.html 

 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/special-coverage/ReportsfromtheSilkRoad/index.html
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1006959.shtml
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On NSG enlargement, given that it is an issue of major concern to India, China 

shared with India the relevant discussions within the Group, as well as its 

principled positions and views on that. In the meantime, China listened to 

India's opinion on the accession into the NSG by countries that are not 

signatories to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), 

and promised to bring such views back to the Group for its consideration. 

China hopes the above inputs will help facilitate the relevant discussions within 

the Group. 

The two sides realized that non-NPT states’ participation is, in essence, a 

multilateral issue, and can only be subject to consensus of all NSG members 

through consultation. Bilateral exchanges should serve to facilitate the relevant 

discussions within the Group. 

China pointed out that the issue of the non-NPT states’ participation in the 

NSG raises new questions for the Group under the new circumstances, and the 

crux of it is how to address the gap between the existing policies and practices 

of the non-NPT states and the existing international non-proliferation rules and 

norms with the NPT as the cornerstone. In accordance with the mandate given 

to the NSG at its Seoul Plenary meeting, China supports an early 

commencement of an open and transparent inter-governmental process to 

undertake comprehensive and thorough discussion on issues relating to non-

NPT states' participation in the NSG in various aspects. China has yet to take a 

position on the accession into the NSG by any specific non-NPT country. China 

supports the notion of a two-step approach, which means that at the first stage, 

exploring and reaching agreement on a non-discriminatory formula applicable 

to all non-NPT states, and proceeding to take up country-specific membership 

issues at the second stage. China is willing to actively participate in the above 

process within the Group. 

The two sides also had in-depth discussions on issues related to cyber security 

and the work of the Geneva Conference on Disarmament. 

The two sides believed that the consultation is positive, candid, pragmatic and 

constructive. The two sides expressed the wish to intensify their exchanges on 

the relevant issues, agreeing to hold the next round of consultation in China in 

due course, to be decided through diplomatic channels.15 

                                                             
15http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/2511_665403/t1397608.shtml  

http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/2511_665403/t1397608.shtml
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 The 2nd Forum on the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road and Promoting 

the Cooperation between International Capacity and Equipment 

Manufacturing Held in Nanning 

The 2nd Forum on the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road and Promoting the 

Cooperation between International Capacity and Equipment Manufacturing 

was organised by the 13th China-ASEAN Expo on 11 September in Nanning, 

Guangxi. Vice-Minister of Commerce Gao Yan attended the activity and 

delivered a keynote speech. 

Mr. Gao said that the consensus reached by leaders at the G20 Hangzhou 

Summit and the joint declaration of capacity cooperation of the 19th China-

ASEAN (10+1) Leaders' Meeting and the 25th Anniversary Summit of the 

Establishment of Dialogue Relationship between China and ASEAN described a 

more magnificent blueprint for promoting the China-ASEAN capacity 

cooperation.16 

 China Legislature Expels 45 Deputies over Fraud 

The Associated Press has reported that China's national legislature expelled 45 

deputies representing Liaoning province of China over allegations of electoral 

fraud on September 13, in the latest effort to root out corruption and the buying 

of offices within the country's authoritarian one-party system. 

No details were given of the action taken at an extraordinary session of the 

National People's Congress Standing Committee, which normally meets 

bimonthly. 

The move followed an announcement last week that the former vice head of 
the Liaoning provincial legislature was under investigation on suspicion of 
taking bribes and committing other illegal acts related to elections.17 

European Union   

 Jean-Claude Juncker delivers State of the Union Address 2016 

The President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, recently 
delivered his State of the Union address at the European Parliament on 14 

                                                             
16http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/article/newsrelease/significantnews/201609/20160901393102.shtml 

 
17 http://bigstory.ap.org/article/608eccb924b94ac59c0611e30cb0d91c/china-legislature-expels-45-
deputies-over-fraud 

 

http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/article/newsrelease/significantnews/201609/20160901393102.shtml
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/608eccb924b94ac59c0611e30cb0d91c/china-legislature-expels-45-deputies-over-fraud
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/608eccb924b94ac59c0611e30cb0d91c/china-legislature-expels-45-deputies-over-fraud
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September 2016. The State of the Union address starts the dialogue with 
Parliament and Council to prepare the Commission Work Programme for 2017. 
It is the European Commission's contribution to the informal meeting of the 27 
Heads of State or Government in Bratislava on 16 September 2016. 

 

In his address, Juncker recognised that the European Union (EU) was in part 
facing an ‘existential crisis’ and facing problems from high unemployment and 
social inequality, to public debt, to the huge challenge of integrating refugees. 
Hence, the EU Commissioner proposed a positive agenda of concrete European 
actions for the next twelve months. The free movement of workers is as much a 
common European value as the fight against discrimination and racism.  

 

Juncker emphasised that the EU needs to work for a Europe that empowers its 
citizens and its economy. Therefore, he outlined his plan of creating a new legal 
framework that attracts and enables investments in connectivity. He also 
remarked that work on developing the Capital Markets Union must be 
accelerated. The Commission proposed to put a concrete roadmap for this on 
the same day. It also proposed to set up a European Solidarity Corps in order 
for young people across the EU to be able to volunteer their help where it is 
needed the most, to respond to crisis situations like the refugee crisis, or the 
recent earthquakes in Italy. Juncker stressed on the need to defend EU borders 
with the new European Border and Coast Guard, which is now being 
formalised by Parliament and Council. A proposition to establish a European 
Travel Information System – an automated system to determine who will be 
allowed to travel to Europe is also likely to be introduced. The EU 
Commissioner pledged to reinforce Europol – the European agency 
supporting national law enforcement – by giving it better access to databases 
and more resources. For European defence to be strong, the European defence 
industry needs to innovate, according to him. That is why, a European 
Defence Fund will be established to turbo boost research and innovation. 
Juncker also called for development of a European Strategy for Syria. He also 
recognised that national interests were sometimes at the fore, however at the 
same time, he said that Europe can only be built with the Member States and 
never against them.18 

 

 Italy to go for Constitutional Reform on September 26: 

Italy's government will meet on Sept. 26 to decide the date of a national 
referendum over whether to accept or reject a constitutional reform passed by 

                                                             
18 “State of the Union Address 2016: Towards a better Europe – a Europe that protects, empowers and 
defends”, Jean Claude Juncker, European Commission, September 14, 2016, 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-16-3043_en.htm  accessed September 16, 2016. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-16-3043_en.htm
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the Parliament, Prime Minister Matteo Renzi recently announced. Renzi has 
also announced that he would resign if the result goes against him.19  

The referendum is over the introduction of major reforms to the country’s 
notoriously slow and costly government. Italy has a bicameral system – 
meaning its two chambers have the same powers as each other. This often leads 
to political gridlocks, and Mr. Renzi is now calling to reduce one of the house’s 
powers. The referendum could spark political and economic chaos as the 
country struggles to deal with its ongoing banking crisis. Meanwhile, critics 
have pointed out that the PM could make way for the Eurosceptic Five Star 
Movement (MS5) to gain power. The party, founded by comic Beppe Grillo, has 
pledged to call another referendum if it gets into office – this time on ditching 
the Euro.20 

 EU Bratislava Summit 

The European Union’s 27 leaders minus Britain met in the Slovakian capital 
Bratislava to hold the first major meeting without the UK. On the occasion a 
Joint Statement was delivered by German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
French President Francois Hollande.  

At the summit, the EU leaders expressed that the Union is ready to start 
negotiations on Britain’s exit from the bloc immediately, despite London’s 
decision to delay triggering the divorce process, the Union’s president Donald 
Tusk has said. They however did not dwell on the Brexit issue. Despite deep 
divisions across the bloc, the leaders agreed on a ‘roadmap’ for migration, 
terrorism, defence and the economy which they aim to approve in Rome in 
March to mark the 60th anniversary of the EU's founding treaties. 

In this regard, Merkel said, “Germany and France will very intensively play their 
part in the coming months in order to make all this a success.” Both Merkel and 
Hollande regarded the migrant issue as a key crisis. The EU leaders agreed to 
step up joint efforts to strengthen the EU’s external borders, integrate European 
defence, fight terrorism and boost economic growth.21 In a six-page statement 
titled, ‘The Bratislava Declaration’, the leaders pledged to reinforce Europe’s 
external borders and internal security. They also promised ‘never to allow’ a 
return to the uncontrolled migration flows of last year and to further bring 
down irregular migration numbers. The Declaration also said, “We committed 
in Bratislava to offering to our citizens...a vision of an attractive EU they can 

                                                             
19 “Italy government to decide date of referendum on September 26”, Reuters, September 15, 2016, 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-italy-referendum-date-idUSKCN11L0JY accessed September 16, 
2016. 
20 Smith, Reiss, “Italy referendum explained: Could the referendum result tear the EU apart?”, The 
Daily Express, September 15, 2016, http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/711044/italy-

referendum-explained-result-tear-eu-apart-exit  accessed September 16, 2016. 
21 “Bratislava EU talks bring Merkel-Hollande Pact for renewal”, BBC News, September 16, 2016, 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37388159 accessed on September 19, 2016. 
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trust and support...We are confident that we have the will and the capacity to 
achieve it.”22 

However, due to disagreements over immigration and austerity, the EU leaders 
refused to share a stage together with the Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi 
refusing to stage a press conference with his German and French counterparts 
because of the failure to do more to help the continent’s southern economies. 
Meanwhile, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban condemned the EU’s 
migration policy as ‘self-destructive and naive’. On the other hand, Polish 
officials said that potential changes to the EU’s governing treaties were an 
option in the future and that they would continue to push back against efforts 
by the European Commission to exert undue pressure on national 
governments. At the end of the meeting, Mr. Tusk stressed they would ‘protect 
the interests of the 27, not the leaving country’ in negotiations.23 

Russia 

 In an interview with CBC on 11 September, the 15th anniversary of 9/11, the 
US CIA Chief John Brennan called Russia a “formidable adversary” that 
challenges the US in a “number of areas,” like cyberspace, while admitting it is 
essential to get along with Moscow, as it has a “vested interest” in stability and 
defeating terrorism. He described Russia as a “world power” with vast military 
potential, which plays a very active role internationally. Brennan believes the 
fact that Russia and the US are competitors does not rule out their working 
together to resolve a number of the most pressing international issues, in 
particular, putting an end to the protracted conflict in Syria by pushing the 
Syrian government to comply with the demands of the US-Russia deal.24 
 

 CIA Director John Brennan on the same day (11 September) during the 
interview also warned that Russia has “exceptionally capable and sophisticated” 
computer capabilities and that the U.S. must be on guard. He did not comment 
on a question whether Russia is trying to manipulate the US election, however 
he noted that the FBI is investigating the hacking of Democratic National 
Committee emails, and he cited Moscow’s aggressive intelligence collection and 
its focus on high-tech snooping.25 
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 Yury Lutsenko, Ukraine’s general prosecutor, said that  
Ukraine is amassing evidence to bring cases in the International Criminal Court 
against senior Russian officials and generals for annexing Crimea and 
fomenting the two-year war in eastern Ukraine that has claimed nearly 10,000 
lives. High quality global journalism requires investment. Please share this 
article with others using the link below, do not cut & paste the article. His 
comments came after Kiev prosecutors last month published extracts of 
potentially explosive phone intercepts. They featured Sergei Glazyev, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s adviser on Ukraine, in early 2014 directing activists 
in Crimea and south-east Ukraine to stir up unrest as a pretext for Russian 
military intervention. He said, “Waging an aggressive war, banned methods of 
war, war on civilians, use of prohibited weapons, massive violations of human 
rights, torture . . . this certainly falls under the jurisdiction of the International 
Criminal Court.” If genuine, the wiretaps also suggest Russia originally 
attempted to stoke up unrest across a broad stretch of largely Russian-speaking 
Ukrainian regions, from Kharkiv in the east to the southern port city of Odessa. 
That would support allegations that Mr Putin had planned to seize a much 
larger portion of Ukraine, calling it Novorossiya, or “New Russia”.26 
 

 Russian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov said on September 12 that Russia is 
willing to settle the question of $3 billion in Ukrainian debt out of court. 
Moscow filed a lawsuit in February in London's High Court after Kiev defaulted 
on a Eurobond loan granted by Russia in 2013 while Ukraine was led by pro-
Russian, and since deposed, President Viktor Yanukovych. The hearing in 
London was scheduled for January 2017.27  

 

 India's Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) announced on September 13 that the 
country and Russia have agreed during the 22nd Session of the India-Russia 
Inter-Government Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological 
and Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC) to launch an industry level Working 
Group to create an "energy bridge" -- or pipelines -- for potential Russian gas 
supplies to be transported to the energy deficient South Asian country. It aimed 
to finalize "concrete outcomes" in key areas of trade and investment before the 
Oct. 15 India-Russia Annual Summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and President Vladimir Putin in Goa.28 
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 Zamir Kabulov, the Russian Foreign Ministry's director of the Second Asian 
Department in Afghanistan, said that the rise of Islamic State in Afghanistan 
poses serious security concerns for Russia, adding that Washington bears 
responsibility for the current chaos in the country. Kabulov said that about 
2,500 Islamic State combatants are currently in Afghanistan.29  
 

 Deputy FSB head Sergei Smirnov on September 13 said that individuals linked 
to Russia, China and Tajikistan were behind a suicide bomb attack on the 
Chinese embassy in the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek last month. He said that there 
were "Tajik, Chinese and Russian traces behind the terrorist attack" which he 
said had been uncovered during an investigation conducted jointly with 
security services from the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. Kyrgyzstan's 
security service said last week that the bomb attack on the Chinese embassy 
had been ordered by Uighur militants active in Syria and carried out by a 
member of the East Turkestan Islamic Movement.30 
 

 Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, who has been openly critical of American 
security policies, announced in a televised speech on September 13, before 
military officers in Manila, a ‘paradigm shift’ in the country’s dealing with allies. 
He said that the Philippines will pursue “independent” foreign and military 
policies separate from the US interests in the region. He also announced that in 
order to avoid any confrontations with China he would halt joint Filipino navy 
patrols with the US.31 
 

 Accroding to the former President of the Russia-Iran Friendship Society 
Bahram Amirahmadiyan, Moscow and Tehran are actively working on opening 
a joint bank with plans to carry out operations in national currencies. The 
decision on setting up the bank was agreed last year but Western sanctions 
against Tehran have been the main obstacle. Moscow and Tehran want to carry 
out all trade operations in national currencies but the plan has yet to be 
resolved. “At the moment, all banking operations between Russia and Iran are 
carried out in dollars or euro. It's very inconvenient, because all these operations 
are controlled either by the EU or the US central banks," Amirahmadiyan said. 
He added the Russian ruble could also benefit from the bank's entry into the 
Iranian market, which would enable Iranian companies to buy Russian goods in 
rubles.32 
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 According to an official from a UN arbitration court (UN Permanent Court of 
Arbitration and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea), Ukraine’s 
threats to seek compensation from Russia over its 2014 reunification with 
Crimea are doomed to failure because they lack any legal grounds. The official 
noted that even though the Ukrainian lawsuit against Russia could technically 
be accepted, there was no real chance of it gaining any momentum because the 
Crimean Republic became a part of the Russian Federation by the will of its 
people, expressed almost unanimously in the 2014 referendum.33 
 

 The Russian government is allowing more than a dozen opposition candidates 
to run in 18 September’s parliamentary elections to give the appearance of 
political freedom at a time when other dissenters face a mounting crackdown. 
While their chances to win seats are slim, candidates such as Maria Baronova 
say their struggle lays the groundwork for real democracy in a country where 
the government of President Vladimir Putin has steadily consolidated power 
and suppressed opposition. Even though the Kremlin is allowing 
some candidates such as Baronova to run, it is cracking down on other 
dissenters. Independent election-monitoring groups such as Golos have been 
shut down, and a popular opposition figure, Alexei Navalny, has been barred 
from running. Last week, the Levada Center, an independent survey research 
group, was labelled a foreign agent for publishing a poll that suggested a 
decline in the popularity of the pro-Putin United Russia party. That Soviet-era 
label, which many Russians associate with espionage, will cripple the 
organization’s activities, Levada head Lev Gudkov said. Baronova, who is 
running to represent Moscow’s central district, is likely to come in a distant 
third, according to a Sept. 1 Levada Center poll this month. Still, she sees the 
campaign and her struggle to obtain the necessary 14,000 signatures to run as a 
chance to show Russians that political alternatives to one-party rule under 
Putin's tight grip are possible.34 
 

 With trade between Russia and India far below its potential, the two countries 
are contemplating creating a ‘green corridor’ for the smooth transit of goods. 
The idea to ease customs procedures was proposed by Russia’s Federal Customs 
Service and discussed during Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin’s 
meeting with Indian Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj. "The main advantage of 
the 'green corridor' is that goods being transported by entrepreneurs will not have 
to undergo customs inspection and examination when crossing the border -- 
measures now commonly used to minimize risks. This also applies to 
documents," explained a person familiar with the matter. The volume of current 
Indo-Russian trade is about $10 billion and the countries have set a goal of 
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tripling it over the next ten years. Moscow and New Delhi also want to 
significantly boost mutual investment. India wants to jointly develop iron ore 
and coal mines in Russia. Indian investment in the sector could reach $15 billion 
in the next five years, according to India's Minister of Industry and Commerce 
Nirmala Sitharaman.35 
 

South Asia 

Afghanistan 
I. Internal 

 

 Draft Plan On Path To Self-Reliance On Brussels Agenda 
The Ministry of Finance (MoF) will next month present the Peace and 
National Development draft proposal at the Brussels Summit which according 
to the ministry aims to help the country become self-reliant. According to the 
ministry, the draft proposal identifies ways that will use international aid to 
help Afghanistan become self-sufficient in upcoming years.36 But analysts have 
said they believe Afghanistan will not become self-reliant unless the country is 
secure and endemic corruption in public office has been eradicated. A number 
of MPs also argued that Afghanistan will not become self-sufficient and will 
not receive international aid in future if it fails to present proper plans at the 
Brussels Summit. 
 

 Govt, Hizb-e-Islami Set to Clinch Peace Accord in Days: Official 
The Afghan government and Hizb-e-Islami look set to sign a final peace 
accord within a few days, an official close to the militant group reported on 
September 13, 2016. This comes after months of peace negotiations between 
the two sides. 
 
On September 13, 2016, Hizb-e-Islami spokesman Nadir Afghan said that Chief 
Executive Officer Abdullah Abdullah had expressed reservations on some key 
elements of the recommendations submitted by his party, however he stated 
that the two sides have reached mutual consensus on disputed issues. "The 
disputed topics have been resolved, the transcript of Hizb-e-Islami agreement 
is also approved. There was a need for more explanations on a number of 
items. The agreement will be announced from a national platform in a few 
days. The Chief Executive is also expected to announce government's stance 
on the issue after Eid holidays," said Afghan. 

 

 UN Calls for $150m to Help Internally Displaced Afghans 
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The UN Under Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief, Stephen O'Brien Friday raised concerns over what he called a rising 
trend of internally displaced Afghans in the country, calling on the 
international community to step up efforts to help. The UN official has asked 
for $150 USD in aid within four months to facilitate over one million internally 
displaced Afghans.37 O'Brien has also asked the Afghan government to step up 
efforts for ensuring transparency, fighting corruption and improving 
economic development for the ordinary Afghans.  
 

 Afghanistan Hosts International Summit on Energy in Dubai 
Afghanistan is hosting a 2-Day international summit in Dubai city of the 
United Arab Emirates on energy sector of the country, the officials said 
Sunday.38 The international summit has been organized by the Ministry of 
Energy and Water of Afghanistan with an aim to attract foreign investments 
in energy sector of Afghanistan. Officials in the Ministry of Energy and Water 
said the summit will be attended by representatives of more than 120 
international companies including the representatives of China, India, Turkey 
and the United States. According to the officials, the US Embassy in Kabul and 
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) have helped 
to organize the event. The Afghan government signed over 80 mining 
contracts with the private sector earlier last month in a bid to boost the 
extraction of mines and prevent illegal extraction of the mining. According to 
the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum, the government has concluded 84 
agreements since the beginning of the new solar year. 
 

II. External 
 

 Ghani Condemns Kashmir Attack, Says Fighting Terrorism Needs Joint 
Efforts 

President Ashraf Ghani on Sunday condemned the "terrorist" attacks on an 
Indian army administrative base in Jammu and Kashmir's Uri in which 17 
soldiers were killed, Ghani's office said in a statement.39 "Terrorism is a threat 
against the security and stability of the region and world and for fighting 
against this common threat there is the need for a joint strategy of the region 
and world countries," Ghani said in the statement.40 According to reports, all 
four terrorists involved were killed. Several soldiers were also injured in the 
six-hour gun battle with the terrorists who attacked the base before dawn in 
Uri around 100 km from state capital Srinagar. This is the highest casualty the 
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army has suffered in a single attack in years. In January, seven military 
personnel were killed when six terrorists attacked the high security Pathankot 
air base and opened fire. 
 

 Besides $1b Aid Pledge, New Delhi Signs 3 Accords with Kabul 
Besides pledging another $1billion in development aid, India has signed with 
Afghanistan three memoranda of understanding (MoUs) on cooperation in 
areas of prisoners’ extradition, judicial system and technology during 
President Ashraf Ghani’s two days visit to New Delhi.41 President Ghani met 
with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi, as the two countries 
signed the three agreements. The two leaders agreed that militancy presented 
the single biggest threat to stability, peace and progress of the region and 
beyond. Later, speaking at the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses in 
New Delhi, Ghani asserted that making distinction between good and bad 
terrorism is a “short-sighted” approach. He also said the Chabahar port in Iran 
would help India bypass Pakistan in transferring goods. He said states should 
help their neighbours and not indulge in maligning them. 
 

 Kabul Asks U.S. To Step Up Pressure On Islamabad 
Officials from the ministries of interior and defence on Saturday, last week, 
welcomed U.S pressure on Islamabad, and said Washington should increase 
this pressure to get Pakistan to fight terrorism. Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
officials said that anyone or any country that provides safe havens to the likes 
of the Taliban should be isolated, like that involving North Korea.42 Both 
ministries however said the change in world and regional policies against 
Pakistan is a good step forward in terms of fighting terrorism. Last week, the 
American Senate put pressure on Pakistan to fight the Taliban and other 
terrorist groups. American officials said earlier that terrorist groups will not be 
eradicated unless Pakistan changes its policies. However, as Washington 
mounted pressure on Islamabad, other countries in the region pledged 
continued and further assistance to Kabul in its fight against terrorism. 

 

 Ghani, Modi Sign Accords, India Pledges $1bn In Aid 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani on September 14, 2016 met Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on his second trip to India and signed several 
agreements. Modi also pledged $1 billion USD in aid. According to the Indian 
Ministry of External Affairs, among the agreements signed were on 
extradition, a mutual legal assistance treaty and peaceful uses of outer space. 
Modi and Ghani expressed concern at the continued use of terrorism and 
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violence in region for achieving political objectives, according to Indian 
media reports. 
 
They also agreed that this phenomenon presented the single biggest threat to 
peace, stability and progress in the region and beyond. Both leaders 
reaffirmed their resolve to counter terrorism and strengthen security and 
defence cooperation. Meanwhile, in a joint statement issued by India and 
Afghanistan, both leaders expressed their happiness at the close and regular 
consultations between India and Afghanistan at all levels, which have served 
to guide their strategic partnership and strengthen all-round cooperation, the 
Ministry of External Affairs stated.43 

 
 

 HRW Calls On Pakistan To Stop 'Driving Out' Afghan Refugees 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) on September 15, 2016, called on Pakistani 
authorities to cease "coercive measures and other abuses" that are driving tens 
of thousands of Afghan refugees from Pakistan. In a statement issued by the 
organization, HRW said the Pakistani government should extend legal 
residency status to Afghan refugees until at least the end of December next 
year. 
 
"Pakistani authorities are increasingly committing abuses against Afghan 
refugees that are triggering a mass refugee return," said Patricia Gossman, 
senior Afghanistan researcher at Human Rights Watch. "The government 
should rein in its abusive security forces and ensure the refugees secure status 
and protection," she said. 
 
Since July this year, Pakistani police and provincial authorities have stepped 
up pressure against Afghans living in Pakistan in what the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has called "a concerted push" to 
repatriate a large number of Afghan refugees before the end of 2016. This 
followed increasing tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan. By 
September, nearly 90,000 Afghan refugees, out of an estimated total of 1.5 
million, had returned in 2016.44 

 

 Terrorist Groups from face-to-face to face-to-faceless: Ghani 
The Afghan President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani spoke regarding the ‘Fifth 
Wave of Political Violence and Global Terrorism’ at the Institute for Defence 
Studies and Analyses (IDSA) during his 2-Day State visit to India. 
Describing the ‘fifth wave’ as probably one of the “most well-financed 
movements in history”, he observed that “in the absence of rules of the game”, 
and due to the willingness of some states to sponsor non-state actors, the 
phenomena has evolved over the years with deepened and broadened 
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techniques. The understanding of the current political violence has largely 
been reactive, due to which global actions have been sporadic and not 
sustained, he observed. 
 
Elaborating on the revolution in networking as a striking feature of the fifth 
wave, the Afghan president observed that the terrorist networks that 
previously used to be face-to-face or in small groups have now become face-to-
faceless, resulting in a distinct form of mobilization, according to a statement 
by IDSA.45 
 

 Advice to Next U.S President on An Enduring Afghan Partnership 
A group of experts and former U.S officials this week published an article 
mapping the way for the next U.S. president to forge regarding an enduring 
partnership with Afghanistan. Written by 19 experts, including five former 
ambassadors to Afghanistan - Zalmay Khalilzad among them - these experts 
said it was key for the U.S that its strategies and policies going forward "should 
include ensuring the success of this American-Afghan partnership." 
 
Published in the National Interest, the article stated that the U.S.'s 
cooperation with the Afghan government and Afghan people remains a key 
front in a generational conflict against violent extremists across the greater 
Middle East. They said in the article however that the next American president 
will have an opportunity to settle Afghan policy onto a more durable, more 
effective, and less demanding course. 
 
"In our view, the watchword for this new approach should be one of an 
enduring partnership, based on mutual commitment. We should plan for a 
long-term American—and coalition—role in the country that avoids the 
recent pattern of nearly annual reassessments of whether the United States 
should stay, militarily and as a major donor. 
 
"We should also avoid publicly-announced withdrawal timelines. Instead, we 
should take a quieter and more patient approach, consistent with the 
commitments the international community made at Bonn in 2011 to help make 
the entire 2015-2024 period the "decade of transformation" in Afghanistan.46 
 

 US supports India for helping Afghanistan to become strong, 
independent 
The United States lauded India for its support to Afghanistan to help the 
country become stronger and independent as New Delhi announced a fresh 
aid package of $1 billion on September 14, 2016. Mark C Toner, deputy 
spokesman for the US Department of State, told reporters “obviously support 
India’s generosity and focus on Afghanistan and willingness to help 
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Afghanistan become a stronger, independent country that has the stronger 
economic growth, certainly, but also has the capacity to defend itself and 
provide for the security of its people.” 
 
He also added the fact that India is willing to invest in that future we view as a 
very positive sign and we appreciate India’s effort.” India pledged the fresh aid 
during President Ghani’s visit to New Delhi on Wednesday (September 13, 
2016) which comes as the country has already invested around $2 billion in 
various reconstruction projects in Afghanistan.47 
 

 Afghan Forces Receive 4 MD-530 Light Attack Helicopters in North 
The Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF) received 4 light 
attack MD-530 Cayuse helicopters in north of Afghanistan. The Afghan Air 
Force commander Gen. Abdul Wahab Wardak told reporters in Mazar-e-Sharif 
city that the helicopters will be used by the 209th Shaheen Corps of the 
Afghan army. He said the helicopters have been deployed to 22 provinces and 
are currently involved in counter-insurgency activities in at least 10 provinces. 
Gen. Wardak further added that the Afghan Air Force is currently having 35 
MD-530 Cayuse helicopters which have been delivered by the United States. 
According to Gen. Wardak, the pilots of the helicopters have been trained in 
the United States and the newly deployed helicopters in north will be used to 
cover operations in Baghlan, Sar-e-Pul and Kunduz provinces.48 
 

 Afghanistan Needs Int’l Community Support to Meet Challenges: 
UNAMA 
UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan Mr. Tadamichi 
Yamamoto has said that Afghanistan still had a long way to go to meet fully 
the needs of its people, a statement from the United Nation Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said on September 15, 2016. Briefing the 
United Nation Security Council (UNSC) on situation in Afghanistan on 
September 14, he said the upcoming Brussels Conference success would 
provide the time and space for the Afghan government to move towards 
stability and self-reliance. 
 
“In order to meet its challenges, the government must be able to act 
effectively. The current precarious political situation, including the tensions 
between the two leaders of the unity government, must be brought to a 
resolution. A way must be found to ensure stability in the government 
administration for the long term,” he said. The envoy believed as one of the 
world’s most aid-dependent countries, it would be difficult for Afghanistan to 
achieve self-reliance as long as there has been conflict. The conflict diverted 
resources, which would be better spent on developing Afghanistan and 
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helping its people. Peace was therefore a requirement. It was imperative that 
avenues for peace be explored with the utmost urgency and seriousness.49  
 

 Afghanistan Hosts 2-day International Summit on Energy in Dubai 

Afghanistan is hosting a 2-day international summit in Dubai city with an aim 
to attract investors in the energy sector of Afghanistan. Organized by the US 
Embassy in Kabul and the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the Afghan Ministry of Energy and Water, the 
summit will see representatives from more than 120 international companies 
and representatives from the US, China, Turkey and India. 
This comes as the Afghan government is focusing its economic policies on 
boosting Afghanistan’s domestic income, specifically through investments in 
natural resources of Afghanistan. Last month, the Afghan government 
announced signing of 86 mining contracts with different private sector 
companies. The contracts involved development of deposits of gas, salt, coal, 
marble, talc, chromite, plaster, precious and semi-precious stones in 34 
provinces of Afghanistan.50 
 

 Afghanistan Urges Isolation of Terror Sponsors After Attack on Indian 
Base 
Afghanistan condemned a deadly attack on the Indian army base in the 
Indian-administered Kashmir urging to isolate those sponsoring terrorism in 
the region. “Terrorism is a common threat to the entire region & world; thus, 
requires joint fight to eliminate terrorists & isolate those who sponsor them,” 
the Afghanistan National Security Council (NSC) said in a statement. The 
statement further added that “the people of Afghanistan been long victims of 
terrorism, so we can feel the pain of those who have lost their loved ones in 
today’s attack at Uri.” 
 
National Security Adviser Mohammad Hanif Atmar said, “I pray for those 
Indian Army soldiers who have made the sacrifice and lost their lives. I also 
pray for those injured in this terrorist attack.” Atmar further added, “I am 
shocked about the despicable and cowardly attack at Uri. My deepest 
condolences to the government and people of India.” The Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has vowed punishment for those involved behind a 
deadly attack on army base in Indian-administered Kashmir.51 
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Bangladesh 
 

 Ties between Bangladesh and India have reached new heights and both 
countries are now keen in sub-regional cooperation in different sectors, Indian 
High Commissioner to Dhaka Harshavardhan Sringla has said. "Relations 
between Bangladesh and India have now reached to a new height and the 
relations between Tripura and the neighbouring country is also very cordial," 
Sringla, who is on a three-day trip to northeastern state of Tripura, told 
reporters in Agartala, Tripura’s capital, on 11 September 2016.52 He said 
Bangladesh has taken on a very pro-active role in combating terrorism and 
India has also assured it of extending all possible help in battling the cross-
border terrorism. Sringla said Bangladesh has allowed use of its waterways and 
Ashuganj river port on Meghna, about 50 kilometres from Agartala, for 
transshipment of iron rod and rice from Kolkata when the Assam-Agartala 
National Highway was in bad condition and it also allowed using its roadways 
to bring petrol and diesel from Assam to Agartala.53 "There is a responsible 
government in Bangladesh headed by Sheikh Hasina as Prime Minister which 
wants to build up a very amiable bilateral relation with our country," Sringla 
said. During the visit, he also met Tripura Chief Minister Manik Sarkar.54 
 

 Reiterating her call to all to remain alert against terrorism and militancy, 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said there is a need for constant vigilance 
by everyone so that conspirators cannot foil the country’s hard-earned 
independence.55 "Bangladesh has got its independence through the huge blood 
and sacrifice of people, including youths, farmers, teachers, women and 
freedom-loving common people. Everybody will have to remain alert so that 
the wheel of development and prosperity cannot be stopped by any evil 
quarter…I’m requesting all to remain vigil against terrorism and militancy," she 
said.56 She made the call while exchanging Eid greetings with people from all 
walks of life, including party leaders and workers, judges and foreign 
diplomats, at her official residence Gano Bhaban on the occasion of Eid-ul-
Azha.57 Talking about the militancy and terrorism, she said it is the problem of 
the whole world, not of any particular country. "We’ll have to face this 
problem from everyone’s own position," she said.58 Pointing to recent terrorist 
acts in the country, the Prime Minister called upon all, including parents, 
guardians, imams, teachers and students, to remain careful against such 
menaces, and play their due role from their respective positions to face the 
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twin monsters.59 Terming Islam a religion of peace, Hasina said those who are 
killing innocent people in the name of the holy religion are just defaming it. 
The people of Bangladesh are peace-loving ones, she said adding that they 
never believe in terrorist and militant activities. The Bangalee is a victorious 
nation and it will move in the world with its head high, she said.60 Hasina 
mentioned that her government has been working to develop the country with 
its own resources and said some incidents create obstacles to it, but the 
government will tackle those with cooperation of all and steer the country 
towards prosperity.61 Highlighting the achievements of her government in the 
socio-economic front, the premier said Bangladesh is marching towards 
development and prosperity and her government wants to take it to a dignified 
position before the world community saying the country would not lag behind 
in any away.62 
 

 The Indian government has made the visa application process further easier 
for the Bangladeshi senior citizens aged 65 years and above. With effect from 
18 September 2016, senior citizens will not require prior appointment date or e-
token to submit their tourist visa applications. They can walk-in and submit 
their applications at any of the Indian Visa Application Centres in Bangladesh, 
the Indian High Commission said on 15 September 2016 in a statement.63 The 
new decision comes weeks after the Indian government introduced five-year 
multiple entry tourist visa for the senior Bangladeshi citizens. Md Nurul 
Hoque Akhand, 68-years old, from Gazipur was the first Bangladeshi to get 
that entry endorsement on Aug. 30.64 Indian High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Harsh Vardhan Shringla personally handed over his passport at the 
High Commission in Gulshan. The High Commission said this was a “goodwill 
gesture” extended for the benefits of senior citizens.65 
 

 Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has arrived in Canada's Montreal 
on a four-day official visit at the invitation of her Canadian counterpart Justin 
Trudeau. She will be attending the Fifth Replenishment Conference of the 
Global Fund at Montreal. Canada is hosting this year's two-day conference that 
will discuss global strategies to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria from 16 September 
2016.66 
 On 17 September,  she will participate in panel discussions titled, 'Removing 
Barriers to Health through Empowering Women and Girls and Reaching the 
Most Marginalised' and 'Engaging the Youth to meet the Sustainable 
Development Goals'. During her stay in Canada, the prime minister is also 
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expected to hand over the 'Friends of Liberation War Honour' award to Justin 
Trudeau.67 Bangladesh government posthumously awarded the honour to his 
father Pierre Elliott Trudeau, the then-Canadian prime minister, for his 
support and contribution during the 1971 Liberation War.68 

Maldives 

 

 Ex-Foes Nasheed, Gayoom Join Hands to Unseat Yameen 

Former President of the Maldives Mohammed Nasheed has come to a clear 
agreement with long-time Maldives ruler Maumoon Abdul Gayoom on the 
need for democracy in Male, Mr. Nasheed told journalists last week. Observing 
that he could not spell out the agreement he had reached with Mr. Gayoom in 
“black and white”, he said the internal contradictions in Male would play out 
very soon. Mr. Nasheed’s recent alliance with President Abdullah Yameen’s 
half-brother Mr. Gayoom, who had sent him to jail multiple times, would have 
been unthinkable some years ago. But Mr. Nasheed appears to have put that 
behind. “How can you build a future if you always want to go back to the past,” 
Mr. Nasheed asked. Mr. Gayoom, he said, understood that the country had no 
future for the next generation without democracy.69 

 PPM Denies Talks between Nasheed and Gayoom 

The Progressive Party of Maldives has denied former President Mohamed 
Nasheed’s claim of ongoing talks with the ruling party’s leader, Maumoon 
Abdul Gayoom, to “legally topple” the government.  Abdul Aleem Adam, the 
PPM’s deputy secretary-general, accused the exiled opposition leader of “lying 
to bring President Maumoon into disrepute and to create discord among PPM 
members.”70 

 Jihadi Literature Distributed after Eid Prayer 

Two-page letter urging Maldivians to wage jihad was distributed after the mass 
Eid prayer at the Maafanu stadium in Malé. A group of men with their faces 
covered reportedly handed out the letter to prayer-goers on 12th September. The 
letter states that its content was taken from the website of Bilad Al Sham, a 
media group operated by Maldivians fighting in Syria with the al-Nusra Front, 
now called Jabhat Fatah al-Sham. “What we have to remember is that 
obedience to parents is a fard al-ayn [obligatory for all Muslims] while jihad is a 
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fard al-kifaya [not obligatory for all but when fulfilled by some, exempts other 
Muslims],” reads the letter.71 

 Transparency calls for ‘Broad Investigation’ after Corruption Exposé 

Anti-corruption NGO Transparency Maldives has called for a broad and 
independent investigation into allegations raised by Al Jazeera about systemic 
corruption, abuse of power and criminal activity at the highest level of 
government.  The allegations made in the ‘Stealing Paradise’ documentary were 
based on new evidence gathered from three mobile phones of President 
Abdulla Yameen’s jailed former deputy. It also featured secretly filmed 
confessions by three associates of former Vice-President Ahmed Adeeb about 
delivering stolen cash to the president. “Transparency Maldives believes that 
the widespread impunity in cases of corruption and the abuse of power is a 
consequence of the powers of the state being held in the firm grip of a few 
powerful people,” the local chapter of the global anti-corruption organisation 
said in a statement.  “As a result, fundamental rights are curtailed and the 
developmental pace of the country is also greatly decelerated.” 

 ‘No Coup’ but Maldives Opposition Wants Security Forces to Aid 
Overthrow 

Exiled former President Mohamed Nasheed says the opposition movement to 
oust President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom from office needs the 
“cooperation” of the security forces but insisted that he does not want them to 
stage a coup in the archipelago. “A military coup is not legal,” Nasheed, who 
himself was forced to step down following a mutiny by police and security 
forces after weeks of anti-government protests in the capital island Male, 
emphasized.  Specifying the expected role of the Security Forces in this 
movement, Nasheed said that they could allow anti-Yameen demonstrations to 
take place without undue curbs. Opposition has continuously accused the 
government of using the police to crackdown on dissenters.72 

 Maldives Tourism Firm Files Lawsuit to Recover Stolen Funds 

Maldives’ main tourism promotion company has filed a lawsuit against the 
private company used to siphon off millions in state funds, now dubbed as the 
largest corruption scandal in the archipelago’s history. An official audit report 
had revealed that over USD79 million had been embezzled through the state 
tourism promotion company.  Maldives Media and PR Corporation (MMPRC) 
had mediated the leasing of over 59 different tourist hotels, resorts and yacht 
marinas, out of which 53 had been leased through an agreement with the 
tourism ministry. The funds received by MMPRC were distributed through a 
private company called SOF Private Limited with close links to the now jailed 
former vice president Ahmed Adheeb Abdul Ghafoor. According to the lawsuit, 
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MMPRC is seeking the immediate recovery of USD14 million released to SOF 
under an agreement between the two companies.73 

ÑɭÒɟÙ  

 ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū śƁōƁňźƁ Ķź ƬĸūŢ ĶőŶĸů: ƬĻƁłū 

ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ŋŰ́ Ķŏœ ŇŜūœ ŉŶ ĶŜū ŬĶ ĥĸūŏů ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū ŇźŉźƁ ŇŶŘźƁ ĶŶ śƁōƁňźƁ Ķź ĥĸŶ 

ōŢūŉŶ ŏƎ śŜūŐĶ Ŝźĸů. ĨʌźƁŉŶ ĶŜū ŬĶ ŗŶ ŎūőŅ ĶŶ śūņ Ķźħ ŉħ śƁŬň ŉŜůƁ ĶőƎĸŶ ŗőŉ ŋŰőūŉů 

śƁŬňŐźƁ Ķů śŏůǕū ĶőƎĸŶ.74  

 ŏŜŅ ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū ŋő 

ƬĻƁł Ķů ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū śŶ ŋűŗƈ ŬŗŇŶŘ ŏƁƧů ƬĶūŘ Řőń ŏŜŅ ŎūőŅ Ľū őŜŶ Ŝŷ. ĨŉĶů ŐūƧū Ķū 

ĨɜŶ˲ Ŝŷ ŬĶ ŉŶŋūœ ĶŶ ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ĶŶ ĥŉŶ śŶ ŋŜœŶ ŎūőŅ Ķů ŬŗŇŶŘ ŏƁƧů ĶŶ śūņ ōŷŁĶ ɨūőū 

ŏŜɓŋűńƈ ŏŰɜźƁ ŋő ōūŅ Ķů ĽūĮ.75   

 ŉŶŋūœ ƬňūŉŏƁƧů Ķů ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū ΦΪ ŬśŅʼő śŶ  

ŉŶŋūœ ĶŶ ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ƬĻƁł ŎūőŅ ĶŶ ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ŉőƎƩ ŏźŇů ĶŶ ʈźŅŶ ŋő ΦΪ ŬśŅʼő śŶ ŎūőŅ Ķů 

Ļūő ŬŇŗśůŐ ĥŬňĶūŭőĶ ŐūƧū ŋő ĥ  őŜŶ Ŝŷ. ŬŗŇŶŘ ŏƁƧūœŐ ĶŶ ĤŉŰśūő ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ŇŜūœ 

Ĥŋŉů ŋɇů śůŅū ŇŜūœ ĶŶ śūņ ŎūőŅ ĥ  őŜŶ Ŝŷ ĳő śőĶūő ĶŶ ĤŬņŬŅ ĶŶ ƛŋ ŏƎ ŗŶ őū˺ƊŋŬŅ 

Ŏŗŉ ŏƎ ŁŜőƎĸŶ.76   

 ƬňūŉŏƁƧů Ķź ŬŋļœŶ śŏľźŅźƁ ŋő ɭūŉ ĶŶ ŮɼŅ ĶőŉŶ Ķů śœūŜ 

ŬŗŬŎʂ őūĽŉůŬŅĶ ŇœźƁ ĶŶ ŉŶŅūĲƁ ŉŶ ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ŇŜūœ Ķź śœūŜ Ňů ŬĶ ĥĸūŏů ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū 

ĶŶ ŇŻőūŉ ŗŶ ŬŋļœŶ śŏľŻŅźƁ ŋő șūŇū ɭūŉ ŇŶ ŬĽśśŶ ŬĶ ŎūőŅ ŉŶŋūœ ĶŶ ŭő˯Ŷ ĥĸŶ ōŃŶ. 

ĦśĶŶ Ĥœūŗū ĨʌƎ ŐŜ Ŏů śœūŜ Ňů ĸŐů ŬĶ ŗŶ Ķźħ ŉŐū ŬŗŗūŇū̗Ň śŏľŻŅŶ ŋő Ŝ̏ūǕő ŉ 

ĶőŶ.77  

 ŐūƧū Ķū ĶƎ Ʃ ŋūő̗ŭőĶ ŬŜŅ őŜŶ 

ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ŇŜūœ ĸŰƛŗūő Ķź ŎūőŅ Ķů Ļūő ŬŇŗśůŐ ŐūƧū ŋő Ľū őŜŶ Ŝŷ. ĨŉĶŶ śūņ ΩΧ 

śőĶūőů ĸń Ņņū άΫ śŇ  ̝ŗūŬńŮșĶ śŏűŜźƁ ĳő ŏůŬłŐūĶŬŏƈŐźƁ Ķů ŅőŌ śŶ Ŏů Ŝŷ. ΦΪ 

ŬśŅʼő Ķź ƬĻƁł ŎūőŅ ŏƎ ŮΉņŅ ŉŶŋūœ ŇűŅūŗūś ŏƎ ĮĶ śŏūőźŜ ŏƎ ŬŘőĶŅ ĶőƎĸŶ. ΦΫ 
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ŬśŅʼő Ķź őū˺ƊŋŬŅ Ŏŗŉ ŏƎ ĨŉĶū őūĽĶůŐ śˁūŉ Ŝźĸū. ŗŶ ŏŜūɍū ĸūſňů Ķź ƳɞūƁĽœů ŇŶŉŶ 

ŜŶŅŰ őūĽĹūŀ Ŏů ĽūŐƎĸŶ. Ĩśů ŬŇŉ ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ŏźŇů śŶ ĨŉĶů ŎƎŀ Ŝźĸů. ĤĸœŶ ŬŇŉ ƬĻƁł 

ŬŜŏūĻœ ĶŶ ľūĶőů ŜūĦłƊź ŋūŗő Ķū ŬŉőůǕń ĶőƎĸŶ ĦśĶŶ ĤŬŅŭőǃ ŗŶ Ŝŭőɨūő ŏƎ ŋŅƁĽŬœ 

ŐźĸŋůŁ ĶŶ ĨɉūŇźƁ Ķū Ŏů  ŏŰĥŐŉū ĶőƎĸŶ. ŗŶ ŎūőŅ ŏƎ ŉŶŋūœů śŏŰŇūŐ ĶŶ œźĸźƁ śŶ Ŏů 

ōūŅĻůŅ ĶőƎĸŶ.78   

 ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ƬĻƁł Ķū ŬŇ˝ů ŏƎ ̠ūĸŅ 

ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ĤŋŉŶ ΩΩ śŇ̝ůŐ ƬŬŅŬŉŬň ŏƁłœ ĶŶ śūņ ŬŇ˝ů Ļūő ŬŇŗśůŐ ŇŻőŶ ŋő Ŝŷ. ĦƁŬŇőū 

ĸūſňů ĤƁŅőūƈ˺ƊůŐ ŜŗūħĤȫŶ ŋő ŬŗŇŶŘ ŏƁƧů śŰŚŏū ̠őūĽ ŉŶ ĨŉĶū ̠ūĸŅ ŬĶŐū.79   

 ŎūőŅ ŉŶŋūœ ĶŶ ŏɭ Ņůŉ Ȑūŋŉ śŏľŻŅźƁ ŋő Ŝ̏ūǕő 

ŉŶŋūœ ĶŶ ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ƬĻƁł ŉŶ ŎūőŅ ĶŶ ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ŏźŇů ĶŶ śūņ ōŷŁĶ ŏƎ Ņůŉ Ȑūŋŉ śŏľŻŅźƁ 

ŋő Ŝ̏ūǕő ŬĶŐŶ. ŐŶ Ȑūŋŉ śŏľŻŅŶ Ħś ƬĶūő Ŝŷ- Ņőūħ ǕŶƧ ŏƎ ŋź̎œ Ŝūħ ŗŶ Ķū Ŭŉŏūƈń, 

ŎűĶʺ śŶ ǕŬŅƢ̏ ŃūƁĻŶ Ķū ŋŰŉŬŉƈŏūƈń Ņņū Ňűśőū ĳő Ņůśőū Ȑūŋŉ śŏľŻŅū ĮŮǀŏ ōƑĶ 

İŌ ĦƁŬłŐū śŶ śʼƁŬňŅ Ŝŷ.80  

 ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū śŌœ őŜů 

ŘŬŉŗūő Ķů Řūŏ Ķź ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ƬĻƁł ŉŶ ĶŜū ŬĶ ĨŉĶů ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū ĶūŌů śŌœ őŜů Ŝŷ. 

ĨʌźƁŉŶ ĶŜū ŬĶ ŐūƧū śŶ ŋűŗƈ ŏŰľŶ œĸū őŜū ņū ŬĶ ĶūŌů ĻŰŉŻŬŅŐūſ Ŝŷ œŶŬĶŉ Ĥō ŏŰľŶ ĶūŌů 

Ĥŗśő ŉĽő ĥŉŶ œĸŶ Ŝŷ. ĨʌźƁŉŶ ĶŜū ŬĶ ŐŜ ŐūƧū ŎūőŅ ŉŶŋūœ śƁōƁňźƁ Ķź ŉħ ĨƁĻūħŐźƁ ŋő œŶ 

ĽūĮĸū.81   

 ŎūőŅ ŐūƧū śŶ śƁōƁňźƁ ŏƎ Ŭŗ˵ūś ōŢū: ƬĻƁłū  

ƬňūŉŏƁƧů ƬĻƁł ŉŶ ĶŜū ŬĶ Ħś ŐūƧū śŶ ŎūőŅ ĳő ŉŶŋūœ ĶŶ ŏɭ Ŭŗ˵ūś ŏƎ ŏĽōűŅů ĥħ Ŝŷ. 

ŬƧŎŰŗŉ ŜŗūħĤȫŶ ŋő ĨʌźƁŉŶ ŏůŬłŐū śŶ ōūŅĻůŅ ĶőŅŶ ƞĮ ĶŜū ŬĶ Ħś ŐūƧū śŶ ŇźŉźƁ ŇŶŘźƁ ĶŶ 

ōƞĥŐūŏů śƁōƁňźƁ ŏƎ ƬĸūŢŅū ĥħ Ŝŷ.82                                
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Nepal 

 Upper Karnali PDA: IBN Board Meet to Decide on Extension 

In the next board meeting, Investment Board Nepal (IBN) will take the decision 

whether to extend the deadline to arrange funds for building the 900MW 

Upper Karnali   Project. The deadline to arrange the funds for project has 

already expired, but IBN, the concerned body for the project’s implementation, 

is uncertain whether time limit should be extended. In April 2016, the project 

developer GMR requested IBN to extend the deadline to complete the financial 

closure. The reasons cited for the delay was disruption of electricity supplies 

due to earthquakes and subsequent Madhesi blockades.83  

 According to IBN CEO Maha Prasad Adhikari, IBN has not yet decided 

whether to terminate the PDA signed between GMR and IBN in September 

2014. Mr. Adhikari said, “The upcoming board meeting of the IBN chaired by 

the Prime Minister will decide on the issue.”84  

List of MOUs and Agreements Exchanged during the State visit of Prime 
Minister of Nepal to India on September 16, 201685 
 

1. MoU  for project management  consultancy service signed between Department 

of Roads, Postal Highway Project, Government of Nepal  and National 

Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited (NHIDCL) -  

Upgradation and Improvement of Road Infrastructure in Terai Area of Nepal  

will be provided by NHIDCL in pursuance of the MOU signed on 20 February 

2016 

  

2. First Amendatory Dollar credit-line agreement between Govt. of Nepal and 

EXIM Bank - Amendatory agreement to US$ 1 billion Line of Credit agreement 

signed on 25 Nov. 2014, allowing reallocation of unutilised funds for ongoing 

post-earthquake reconstruction projects. 

 

3. Dollar Credit line agreement between Govt. of Nepal and EXIM Bank – A new 
Line of Credit agreement for US$ 750 million for post-earthquake 
reconstruction projects.   
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 India Visit Successful: PM Parchanda  

On September 18, just after returning from his three days visit to India, Prime 

Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal said his visit was fruitful. Addressing a press 

conference at Tribhuvan International Airport upon his arrival from New Delhi 

on September 18, 2016, the PM said dimensions of Nepal’s relations with India 

were different from the dimensions of Nepal’s relations with China, and hence 

Nepal’s deep relations with India would not affect the bilateral relations 

between Nepal and China.”86 Balancing the two neighbours India and China, he 

said “Strengthening relations with one side cannot affect ties with the other 

side. Nepal shares equally good ties with China.”87 He reiterated that 25-point 

joint statement signed between India and Nepal would not affect Nepal 

relations with China.88   

 NCC,  ASSOCHAM Ink MoU 

Nepal Chamber of Commerce (NCC) and the Associated Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) have signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) to promote bilateral trade, economy and social sectors of 

Nepal and India.89  The MoU was signed between Presidents of NCC and 

ASSOCHAM during Nepali Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s three days 

visit to India. NCC’s press statement released after signing of MoU, said “The 

MoU will ease and promote export of Nepali goods to India and will also help 

increase more Indian investments and technology in Nepal”90. The MoU was 

signed in New Delhi in presence of Nepali Foreign Minister Prakash Sharan 

Mahat and Minister for Physical Infrastructure and Transport Ramesh Lekhak.   

 CPN- UML not to Accept 25-point Nepal-India Joint Statement  

Former Prime Minister and CPN-UML Chairman KP Sharma Oli said that his 

party would not accept 25-point joint statements issued by the governments of 

India and Nepal on 16 September 2016 as it reflected India’s opinion and not 
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Nepal’s.91 Oli was of the opinion that the joint statement undermined the 

independence of Nepalis.92 He said, “Nepal has agreed with the Indian view 

that imperfections of the Constitution should be redressed through an 

amendment.”93 However, stressing the need of early implementation of the 

constitution, he mentioned that UML is committed to successful 

implementation of the constitution. “It is UML’s responsibility to implement 

and protect the Constitution,”94 he added.  

 Extend Martyrs List:  UDMF 

Madhesi Front requested the government to add 16 new names in the martyrs 

list.  Earlier, in August, against the 68 names proposed by Madhesis, the 

government decided to declare 52 individuals as martyrs. Manish Suman, 

General Secretary of the Sadbhavana Party, said, “The government is yet to 

declare a significant number of individuals who died during the movement last 

year as martyrs.”95 “The government is yet to pay around Rs. 8.7 million to 

different hospitals while around Rs. 4.2 million is to be paid to the families of 

the injured,”96 he further added. 

Pakistan 

 

 Parliament and CPEC - Members of the National Assembly’s Standing 
Committee on Planning and Development will visit Gwadar in the last week of 
this month (September 27th) to physically inspect the progress in 
implementation of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Besides 
reviewing the progress of work on various projects being executed under the 
CPEC as well as the Public Sector Development Programme, the committee 
members will receive a briefing from the federal and provincial authorities on 
the establishment of a university in Gwadar. The members of the committee, 
headed by Abdul Majeed Khan of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz, will also 
receive a presentation on the “role, function and funding of University of 
Turbat and establishment of its campus in Gwadar”, according to the agenda.97 
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 Foreign Students of Tableeghi Markaz Seminary Released - 24 students 
belonging to various Asian and African countries arrested for illegally residing 
in a Tableeghi Markaz in Gujrat in Punjab (an international Sunni seminary), 
were set free on Monday (12th of September) evening after Punjab government 
withdrew the case registered against them under the Foreigners Act. Out of the 
arrested students, five were Chinese, four Indonesians, six Sudanese, two each 
of Thailand, Philippine, Kazakhstan and Chad, whereas one belonged to 
Malaysia. District Coordination Officer (DCO) Liaqat Ali Chatha said the case 
had been lodged “mistakenly” as these students had already applied to the 
federal interior ministry for extension in their visas that expired some 18 
months ago. The students had applied for extension before the expiry of their 
visas but the ministry was yet to take a decision in this regard.98 
 

 

 Pakistan and Energy Crisis - Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif directed the 
country’s energy mangers on September 15th in a meeting of the Cabinet 
Committee on Energy at PM House, to take appropriate measures to eliminate 
load-shedding before the end of his government’s tenure in 2018. The 
committee was briefed by Wapda Chairman Retired Lt. Gen Muzammil 
Hussain on the status of the 969MW Neelum-Jhelum hydropower project 
(NJHPP) and addition of 1,410MW to the 3,478MW Tarbela-4 extension project. 
He said appropriate mechanism had been finalised to complete the NJHPP as 
per schedule, adding that after fine-tuning essentials and non-essentials, the 
first unit of the project would be commissioned in February 2018, while the 
remaining units would be functional subsequently before the summer of 2018. 
The Wapda chairman said the first unit of Tarbela-4 extension would be ready 
for inauguration by the prime minister on Aug. 14 next year. The prime minister 
directed the Wapda chairman to ensure transparency, while executing the 
hydropower projects.The meeting was informed that nine projects of over 
1,000MW, including 330MW (wind) and 680MW (nuclear), were ready for 
inauguration by the prime minister. Thar-Matiari and Port Qasim-Matiari 
transmission line projects are also ready for ground-breaking by the prime 
minister.99 
 

 Illegal Hides and Terrorist Funding – Post Eid ul Azha, the government 
launched a `massive’ crackdown on camps set up by banned militant 
organizations for illegally collecting hides of sacrificial animals and also 
arrested several people across Punjab. Camps set up in various districts by the 
banned terrorist organizations, including those collecting hides of animals in 
the name of charities, were dislodged by respective district administrations. In 
Lahore, the administration and police, on the first day of Eid ul Azha, removed 
49 illegal camps, confiscated 342 hides of sacrificial animals and arrested 27 
people after lodging FIRs against them. On the second day, the officials 
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removed 10 more illegal camps, took into custody 129 hides and nabbed 10 
people, according to a report issued by the City District Government of Lahore. 
In Kasur, according to Lahore Division’s Commissioner Abdullah Khan Sumbal, 
the administration got uprooted several hides’ collection camps of banned 
organizations besides getting registered nine cases. In Nankana Sahib district, 
three cases were registered after the administration dislodged illegal camps and 
also took some people into custody. In Faisalabad, 13 FIRs were lodged against 
those organizations which were found collecting hides unlawfully. Dozens of 
cases were also registered in districts of Multan, Dera Ghazi Khan, Bahawalpur, 
Sargodha, Rawalpindi, Sahiwal and Gujranwala.100 
 

 Model Town Case - The Pakistan Awami Tehreek (PAT) announced on 
September 14th that it would seek intervention of international institutions to 
get justice in the Model Town case as its chief Dr. Tahirul Qadri left for London 
for legal consultations. At least 14 PAT activists were shot dead in a police raid 
on party headquarters on June 17, 2014, which is considered as state terrorism 
by PAT. The party had staged a sit-in for 70 days in Islamabad in 2014 in an 
abortive attempt to force the government to provide justice to the victims. A 
one-judge judicial commission was also formed but its report was never made 
public. A joint investigation team also prepared its report, but PAT did not join 
its proceedings saying it had not been taken on board about the composition of 
the JIT. The PAT then filed a private complaint with the anti-terrorism court 
whose proceedings are likely to be concluded this month. Dr. Qadri will be 
producing audio and video clips and newspaper clippings about happenings of 
the June 17, 2014 in front of the European Commission during his visit. Though 
the European Commission did not enjoy jurisdiction over Pakistan, its verdict 
on the matter would put moral pressure on Pakistani rulers.101 
 

 Allegations on Afghanistan – The Pakistan Foreign Office on September 16th 
repeated its allegation about Afghan soil being used for terrorism in Pakistan. 
He stated that Pakistan remains concerned that Afghan soil is being 
increasingly used by ‘a neighbour’ for subversive activities inside Pakistan and 
terror financing. Recalling Pakistan’s contributions to efforts for a peaceful 
settlement of the Afghan dispute, it stated that statements of Afghan President 
were “disappointing” and in complete disregard of Pakistani efforts for peace 
and stability in Afghanistan.102 

 

 Jamaat-i-Islami and FATA - Jamaat-i-Islami Chief Sirajul Haq demanded on 
September 16th that the federal government immediately implement reforms in 
the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) and conduct census there. He 
rejected the government’s plan to merge Fata into Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 10 
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years and said the merger should be initiated as soon as possible as a 10-year 
reform process seems to be fictional. Haq made the demand after having a 
meeting with representatives of the Fata Political Alliance (FPA), demanding 
census in the tribal areas forthwith, saying development was not possible 
without census. The Jamaat Chief demanded Fata’s merger into KP prior to the 
2018 General Elections so that the region has its seats in the provincial 
assembly. He said that unrest had prevailed in Fata for years as the area had 
been used as a shield before and after the creation of Pakistan. He said millions 
of tribal people had been suffering as the National Database and Registration 
Authority (Nadra) had blocked their national identity cards. He asked the 
Nadra authorities to unblock the identity cards of the people living in Fata.103 
 

 Modernisation of the Pakistan Navy - The induction of high-tech and 
modern equipment in the forces defending sea frontiers will increase their 
operational capability along with ensuring maritime security, peace and 
stability in the region, said Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Mohammad Zakaullah. 
He made this observation at the launch of the third Fast Attack Craft (Missile) 
and keel laying of 600 tons Maritime Patrol Boat (MPV) at the Karachi Shipyard 
and Engineering Works (KSEW) on September 17th. The fast attack missile is 
being built for the Pakistan Navy while the MPV is being built for the Maritime 
Security Agency (MSA). He said that currently three vessels were being 
constructed at the KSEW with technical collaboration from China. He added 
that the ship lift and transfer system was progressing satisfactorily and once 
completed, KSEW’s capacity of shipbuilding and repairs would be enhanced 
from five to 18 ships at a time. The event was also attended by officials and 
dignitaries from China, the navy and government officials.104 

 

 CPEC and its Security- Around 168 ex-army personnel out of the planned 
2,000 for the ‘special protection unit’ of the Sindh police have been trained and 
posted at various locations to protect the CPEC project while nearly 500 more 
have been selected by the authorities concerned. Officials in the Sindh home 
ministry said they had recruited the first batch of the planned 2,000 ex-army 
personnel for the special protection unit (SPU) who had been trained and 
posted somewhere. The SPU was set up by the Apex Committee of Sindh on the 
directives of the federal interior ministry to provide ‘seamless security’ to the 
Chinese who are coming to Sindh for projects related to the CPEC. However, 
leaders of the Pakistan People’s Party, including Qamar Zaman Kaira, criticised 
the interior minister for violating the Constitution by interfering in the law and 
order issue in Sindh, which is a provincial subject. The Sindh government 
however said it was ready to take all measures needed to establish an effective 
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SPU for the Chinese investors and their projects.105 However, plans for 
operationalising the Special Security Division (SSD) for China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) have been held up by civil-military wrangling. The 
military had announced the raising of the SSD soon after Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s visit to Islamabad last year for the groundbreaking of CPEC projects. 
The division was to provide security to the Chinese personnel working on the 
CPEC projects throughout the country. But, a year and a half later there are no 
agreed terms of reference (ToR) that would govern the working of the SSD. The 
government has been sitting on the ToR proposed by the army clearly 
indicating it is not comfortable with the draft. The role envisaged by the 
military for the SSD is to advise, guide and ‘indirectly’ control the civilian law 
enforcement agencies in issues related to the security of CPEC projects. Besides, 
the SSD can act as ‘first responders’ in cases of threats to critical projects. The 
government’s apprehension is that such “wide-ranging ToR” could expand 
military’s influence on law enforcement agencies at the cost of civilian 
administration’s authority. Delay in approval of the ToR is preventing the 
commissioning of the first of the SSD wings –SSD-North.106 
 

 PM Sharif and UNGA - Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif left for New York on 
September 17th to participate in the upcoming session of the UN General 
Assembly. In his address to the UN on Wednesday (21st September), the Prime 
Minister will emphatically highlight the Kashmir dispute and the recent wave 
of atrocities unleashed by Indian troops in Jammu and Kashmir. He will also 
speak on Pakistan's position, role and contribution on key international issues, 
and success in war against terrorism. He will also participate in the High-Level 
Meeting of the General Assembly to address Large Movements of Refugees and 
Migrants and the Leaders’ Summit on Refugees. Nawaz Sharif will also urge the 
international community to devote adequate political attention and support for 
the voluntary repatriation of Afghan refugees from Pakistan and their 
sustainable reintegration in Afghanistan. On the sidelines of the UNGA session, 
the Prime Minister will hold bilateral meetings with a number of world leaders, 
including the UN Secretary General.107  

 

 Terrorist Attack in Uri, India and Pakistan - A terrorist attack in Uri on 
Sunday, September 18th, in which 17 soldiers were killed, puts India-Pakistan 
relations on difficult turf. The reactions that emanated fr0m the Indian Home 
Minister and other government representatives, regarding Pakistan’s 
continuous support and involvement with terrorist organizations, were refuted. 
They undermined the attack that killed so many Indian army personnel, and 
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rather chose to highlight on human rights violations and alleged atrocities in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistan’s Director General Military Operations (DGMO) 
declined to accept that the terrorists came to India from Pakistan, stating that 
“No infiltration is possible from Pakistani soil as tight security arrangements 
were in place on both sides of the Line of Control and the Working Boundary 
all along”.108 Lieutenant General Ranbir Singh, Indian army's director general of 
military operations said that the 18th September attack bore the hallmarks of 
Pakistan-based armed group Jaish-e-Mohammed. Evidence gathered at the 
scene indicated the attackers were foreign and their equipment bore Pakistani 
markings. Pakistan rejected allegations that it was involved. "India immediately 
puts blame on Pakistan without doing any investigation. We reject this”, 
foreign ministry spokesman Nafees Zakaria stated.109 The UAE, along with 
other nations, has condemned the terrorist attack. The UAE Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation renewed the country's firm stand against 
terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.110 

 
Israel 
 

 Selection of Hamas Leader - Elections for the head of the Hamas political 
wing would be held in March or April 2017, which is presently headed by 
Khaled Mashaal. The deputy head of Hamas’s political wing, Ismail Haniyeh 
remain to be the principal contender for the top post. Running against him is 
Moussa Abu Marzouk, 65, who already was the head of the political wing (1992-
7), is now Mashaal’s deputy (along with Haniyeh), and is considered a close 
associate of groups belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood’s global network. 
There is also a chance that Khaled Mashaal might stand in the elections to be 
re-elected, who has held the post for around 20 years.111  
 

 Recent Terror Attacks - Six terror attacks in two days left Israeli security 
authorities concerned. Terrorists having Palestinian and Jordanian origins were 
involved in carrying out the various attacks. Over the past year, 35 Israelis and 
four foreigners have been killed in attacks by Palestinians. Over 200 
Palestinians have been killed. The IDF and security establishment say that most 
were killed while carrying out attacks.112 
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Saudi Arabia  

 US House Passes 9/11 Bill 

On 9 November 2016, the US House passed the 9/11 Bill pending for 15 years. 
The bill would allow the families of the victims to sue Saudi Arabia and any 
other countries for any role in September 11, 2001 attacks.113 The Senate cleared 
the Bill in May this year. Now the Bill heads to President Obama, who has 
already said to veto it.114 Some of the relatives of the victims have also 
demanded the President to release 28 pages redacted from a Congressional 
report that examined Saudi role in the attack.115 The President has cited several 
reasons for vetoing the bill. The passage of bill would of course strip off Saudi 
from diplomatic immunity. But it would also open for reciprocal actions against 
the US around the world. Imagine, writes the renowned columnist, Fareed 
Zakaria, if the US government faced lawsuits for every one of its drone strikes, 
bombing raids, special operations – not to mention wars’. 116 

However, in May when the controversy arose, Saudi Arabia warned of 
economic consequences of passing the bill. Riyadh had threatened to sell off 
$750 billion worth US treasury securities and other assets117 if Congress passed 
the bill, which would allow the victim families to sue the Kingdom. It is 
significant to note that out of 19 alleged hijackers, 14 were Saudi citizens and 
the rest were from Yemen, Egypt and the UAE.  

Terrorism has been one of the nightmares of Saudi Arabia. Although initially, 
the regime denied the involvement of so many Saudis in 9/22 attacks, as the 
investigations progressed and the frequency of the Al Qaeda attacks in the 
Kingdom itself increased, the Saudi administration started cooperating with the 
US agencies. It responded positively to the call of President George Bush’s ‘War 
on terror’ (WoT). During 2003-2006 was the worst phase of terrorism in Saudi 
Arabia. The agents of Al Qaeda carried out a number of terror attacks, targeting 
both the Saudi intelligence as well as the foreigners, especially the Americans 
present in the country. These terrorist groups made fatal attack on the Saudi 
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Royal Prince Muhammad bin Nayef (MBN) for his intense campaign against 
terrorism and Al Qaeda.118  

 Strained Relations 

Initially, the relations between the US and Saudi Arabia were tensed and full of 
suspicion. The US reduced its engagements with the Kingdom. Its Immigration 
Department tightened the rules for Saudis, closed down the special visa 
windows and the number of Saudi students in US declined to less than 10,000. 
However, after the visit of the Crown Prince Abdullah in 2005, and his meeting 
with President George Bush at Salt Lake, both the countries gradually 
developed a common understanding on counter terrorism. The US agreed to 
train the Saudi forces in counter-terrorism and raised special force through a 
sustained policy training and exchange of expertise, intelligence and data 
information. 

 

 Counter-terrorism Policy 

Saudi Arabia has undertaken a number of preventive and responsive actions 
against terrorism. Riyadh has developed a comprehensive counterterrorism 
policy, including the de-radicalization of youth and convincing them not to join 
the extremist groups like Al Qaeda. The Kingdom used social media platform to 
educate youth about these groups, besides making good use of internet, twitter 
and g records of their communication. The administration used the same 
electronic and digital means to track, control and vigil the Saudi youth, which 
were used by these outfits to radicalize and motivate them to join it. The 
Kingdom also used religion to denounce terrorism; it convinced the clerics to 
issue religious decrees denouncing violence and terrorism as anti-Islamic. 
Besides, the regime also engaged the educated sections of the society to counter 
hardline and fundamentalist forces. The late King Abdullah made reforms in 
the existing system and allowed women to take active part in administrative 
and other spheres of public life. He appointed a western-educated female as the 
Deputy Head of Education; allowed females to participate on Olympics; 
reserved seats for them in Shura and passed royal decree to allow women to 
context municipal elections, which King Salman, his successor, successfully 
implemented in 2016. He also limited the role of social police (Mutauwa), 
appointed for promoting of virtues and prevention of vices in society. 

In addition, in February 2005, King Abdullah organized a four-day International 
Conference on Counter Terrorism119 and invited scholars from all over the 
world to discuss and develop a common policy to root the growing menace of 
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terrorism in the world. He also organized a World Conference on Dialogue in 
Madrid, Spain in 2008. In 2010, the Kingdom also supported the establishment 
of a Counter-terrorism Centre in the UN and donated US$100 million to the 
counter-terrorism fund.120 Again King Salman also organized a conference on 
counter terrorism on Mecca in February 2015. Besides, Saudi Arabia also signed 
counter-terrorism cooperation agreements with a number of countries, 
including India. 

At domestic level, the Kingdom also tried to pursue a comprehensive policy of 
de-radicalization and opened the door for their re-absorption in Saudi society 
and enabled them to lead a normal life, including the hardcore terrorism 
retuned from Guantanamo Bay.  

 Contradictions 

However, there are several alleged contradictions in Saudi Arabia’s counter-
terrorism policy, which does not seem addressing the root cause of the rise and 
spread of ideology-inspired extremism and act of violence. The Islamic 
practices based on hardline principles of Wahabbism have been alleged as the 
fundamental cause of the rise and spread of these elements. Second, lack of 
control of the Saudi authorities on charities and donations given by the rich 
business houses to these organizations is another potential factor, which has 
promoted these groups to spread their networks across the globe. Third, 
reluctance of the Saudi religious establishment to reform the curriculum has 
been other factor that has not let the youth to develop a global perspective in 
their daily lives. In fact, Saudi society is torn off between modern educated 
returned from abroad and hardline fundamentalist forces. The Western 
educated youth, known as technocrats are pulling the Kingdom towards a 
better and enlightened future, while the indigenously educated wants to restore 
the old practices. This has put the Kingdom at a crossroads.  

The efforts of Saudi Arabia in counter-terrorism have been appreciated by the 
US and several western countries. New Delhi and Riyadh has also enhanced 
their co-operation in this direction. In recent years, Saudi Arabia has handed 
over around half a dozen suspects sought by India.   

 Dilemma and Setback 

However, the current turmoil in the region has given a new twist to Saudi 
Arabia’s policy on terrorism. Riyadh is now facing twin onslaughts. First, it is 
accused of financing and providing ideological support to the groups active in 
the region. This is maligning its image and sapping its credibility. Second, 
Riyadh is facing tough geostrategic and geopolitical challenges from its 
unfriendly neighbours, engaged in proxy wars as well as threats emanating 
from the terrorist organizations such as ISIS, AQAP. Every country in the 
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region is using all available means, right or wrong, including exploiting 
sectarian passion, to counter its adversaries. The resurgence of Iran and the 
changing policy of the US, ‘leading from behind’ and ‘soft attitude towards 
Tehran’, have further increased the difficulties of Riyadh. Therefore, Saudi 
Arabia’s war on terror has suffered a setback. The Kingdom seems to have lost 
direction and momentum against the extremist groups, which are threatening 
its own unity and integrity. Reportedly, today, Saudi youths are the largest 
number of fighters, has joined the ISIS and other outfits.121 

Economically too, Saudi Arabia is bleeding on twin fronts: incurring heavy 
expenditure on defence and security; and loss of revenue amid falling oil prices.  
The costly and open-ended war in Yemen, backing to the proxy groups in Syria, 
Iraq and other neighbouring countries has forced the Kingdom to purchase 
huge weapons. According to a report, ‘U.S. President Barack Obama's 
administration has offered Saudi Arabia more than US$115 billion in weapons, 
other military equipments and training, the most of any U.S. administration in 
the 71-year U.S.-Saudi alliance, a report seen by Reuters has found’.122, While 
low oil prices has already reduced the Kingdom’s economic capacity to 
continue with the same level of expenditure. It is forced to observe austerity 
measures. This has raised the costs of living and potentially may trigger social 
and political disturbances in the country.   

 Conclusion  

In conclusion, the road to counter terrorism does not appear easy and smooth. 
It is so convoluted that the major powers even cannot be spared for misusing it 
to achieve their political and strategic objectives. The war, which began in 
Afghanistan against the former USSR, using the ideologically-inspired fighters, 
glorified as mujahedeen, is still going on. Over the time, it has only shifted its 
venue and tactics.  This is quite evident in Syria, where almost all countries are 
using these terror outfits as proxy groups. To stop this scourge, countries, both 
at regional and global levels, need to develop a common counterterrorism 
policy and stop using them as proxies. Further, there is need to distinguish 
between terrorism and geostrategic and geopolitical objectives and the means 
deployed to achieve their objectives. Saudi Arabia is one among them.     

 

Sri Lanka 

 National HR Action Plan is in Process: Minister Samarasinghe  

The government is now in the process of drafting a national human rights 
action plan for the period 2017-2021, Minister of Skills Development and 
Vocational Training Mahinda Samarasinghe said. Addressing the XVII Summit 
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of the Heads of State and Government of the Non- Aligned Movement held at 
Margarita Island, Venezuela, Minister Samarasinghe said the government had 
already undertaken constitutional reforms to strengthen democracy. “We have 
now embarked on a comprehensive constitutional reform process that will lay 
the foundations for a new society based on these norms,” he said.123  

 We are opposed to any type of federalism: JO 

In the wake of former President Chandrika Kumaratunga calling for a Federal 
and Quasi-Secular Constitution for Sri Lanka, the joint opposition (JO) said it 
was totally opposed to ‘Federalism’ as a means to resolving the national 
question. JO parliamentary group leader Dinesh Gunawardane said yesterday 
that they met to discuss the issues concerning the country at large. He said the 
JO had noted the statements made by Ms. Kumaratunga’s call for a Federal and 
Quasi-Secular Constitution for Sri Lanka. “Federalism will result in the 
disintegration and partition of the country,” the MP said and added that the JO 
stood for a unitary constitution.124 

 

 Biswal Holds Talks with Tamil Diaspora on Reconciliation in SL  

US Assistant Secretary of State Nisha Biswal has held discussions with the 
Tamil diaspora on the accountability and reconciliation process in Sri Lanka. 
Assistant Secretary for Human Rights Tom Malinowski also attended the 
discussion held with a leading Tamil diaspora group, the Global Tamil Forum 
(GTF). Bishwal tweeted saying that they had a good discussion with the GTF on 
diaspora efforts to support reconciliation and accountability in Sri Lanka.125  

 Sri Lanka Makes Push for Convention on Terrorism 

Sri Lanka has underscored the need to strengthen cooperation to fight the 
scourge of terrorism and reaffirmed the importance to conclude a 
comprehensive convention on International Terrorism at the earliest. Speaking 
at the Interactive Debate at the NAM Ministerial Meeting held in Margarita 
Island, Venezuela, Mahinda Samarasinghe, Minister of Skills Development and 
Vocational Training, said that terrorism remains one of the most serious threats 
to international peace and security and all its forms and manifestations must be 
condemned. He also said that Sri Lanka has supported the call for the total 
elimination of nuclear weapons and that it was at the 5th NAM Summit in 
Colombo, where calls were made for the First UN Special Session Devoted to 
Disarmament.126  
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 Sri Lanka Parliament and U.S. House Democracy Partnership launch 
Collaboration Agreement 

The Sri Lanka Parliament and the House Democracy Partnership of the U.S. 
House of Representatives launched a Collaboration Agreement to strengthen 
partnership between the two legislatures on 14 September in Washington D.C. 

The Agreement was signed by the Speaker Karu Jayasuriya and Representative 
Peter J. Roskam, Chairman of the House Democracy Partnership on behalf of 
the Sri Lanka Parliament and the House Democracy Partnership, respectively. 
The collaboration between the two legislatures is based on the principles of 
facilitating the exchange of information on the legislative systems of each 
country, sharing knowledge, and offering consultations on effective legislative 
management; and cooperating and assisting each other through training 
programs for the members and staff of the legislatures.127 

 Sri Lankan Government Responds to the Nuclear Test Conducted by 
Korea 

Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka condemns the 
nuclear test carried out by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
on 9th September 2016. Sri Lanka notes with concern that this is the second 
such test to be carried out by the DPRK this year.  Sri Lanka calls upon DPRK to 
abide by its international obligations and refrain from any action which would 
compromise peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula.128 

 Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera Represents Sri Lanka at the Our 
Ocean Conference 2016 

Participating at the Our Ocean Conference 2016, at the invitation of the US 
Secretary of State John Kerry, Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera, on 15 
September, outlined several commitments by Sri Lanka to protect oceans 
around Sri Lanka and beyond.  The Minister said that Sri Lanka is perhaps one 
of the few countries in the world where the Head of State himself holds the 
portfolio of Environment, given its vital importance for the country and to 
ensure that Sri Lanka plays its part in dealing with issues relating to climate 
change and environment in a responsible manner, both locally and in a global 
context.129 

 India Willing to Help Sri Lanka to Set Up LNG Plant but Warns of Pitfalls 

India has told Sri Lanka that it can help set up a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG )-
fired power plant as desired by Sri Lanka at Sampur or any other location, but 
warned of pitfalls in switching over from coal to LNG. India's offer will be 
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conveyed at a meeting of the Joint Working Group (JWG) which might be held 
in October either in Colombo or in New Delhi. When President Maithripala 
Sirisena met Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in May this year, Sirisena 
has requested Modi to call off the coal-fired power project on environmental 
grounds. Subsequently, a Joint Working Group (JWG) was set up for bilateral 
discussions on the question, but it has not met to date.  Earlier this week, the 
Sri Lankan government told the Supreme Court in a case filed by 
environmentalists that it has decided not to go for a coal-fired plant in 
Sampur.130 

Southeast Asia 

 Packed Rehabilitation Centres Pose New Problems in Philippines Anti-
Drug War 

The Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte's war on drugs has seen a surge of 
drug users surrendering to the police in two months since he took office, 
stoking concerns that there aren't enough rehabilitation centres available to 
cope with the increasing demand. At Manila's largest government-run 
rehabilitation centre in the suburb of Bicutan, over 1,500 drug users have been 
admitted despite the centre’s maximum capacity of 1,000. "Before the anti-drug 
campaign started, we used to have seven or eight admissions a day. When the 
campaign began, we were admitting 15 to 30 patients a day. So, there was an 
increase of almost double the capacity," said Bien Leabres, the treatment 
centre’s director. Health workers say many of the drug users have had to sleep 
on the floor, and there's been cut back on food and medicines to cope with the 
number of new patients being admitted at the centre.131 

 Indonesian Government Sends 700 Persons for De-radicalisation 
Programme 

More than 700 Indonesians are taking part in de-radicalisation programmes 
across the country, counter-terrorism chief Suhardi Alius told Parliament. They 
include 242 inmates serving time for terrorism-related offences and others who 
are not behind bars but have signed up voluntarily, said the head of the 
National Counter-terrorism Agency (BNPT).  However, many more extremists, 
including militants who recently returned from Syria or Iraq, continue to live 
freely in Indonesia. This is because they cannot be detained under current anti-
terrorism laws in the country although they are known to have travelled to the 
Middle East and fought as members of militant groups. The BNPT estimates 
that 500 Indonesians have gone, but it is hard to put an exact number on how 
many have returned.132 
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 Philippines Eyes Talks with China sans Preconditions 

The Philippines is quietly making arrangements through diplomatic channels 
for bilateral talks with China without any preconditions to discuss their 
competing claims in the South China Sea and West Philippine Sea, Foreign 
Secretary Perfecto Yasay said. “The important thing is that we talk,” he told 
Filipino community members at a meeting in the Philippine embassy in 
Washington. The inadequately armed Philippine military cannot fight China in 
any battle and this is why President Duterte ordered the Navy not to conduct 
joint patrols in the South China Sea with the US, he said. 

He said joint patrols could be seen by China as a provocative act, making it 
more difficult to peacefully resolve territorial problems. Beijing has said it can 
only talk with Manila outside the framework of the ruling by the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration in the Hague that declared as invalid China’s extensive 
claim in the South China Sea and West Philippine Sea. The ruling also 
reaffirmed the Philippines’ rights over several contested reefs, shoals and 
islands. “Our position has been we will not engage them in talks outside the 
framework of the tribunal ruling. We are now engaged in the process of making 
sure these bilateral talks will happen,” Yasay said.133 

 

 Abu Sayyaf Militants Release Norwegian Hostage in Philippines 

The Abu Sayyaf militant group freed a Norwegian hostage in the southern 
Philippines on Saturday, the police said, almost a year after he was seized along 
with two Canadians who were later beheaded. The Norwegian man, Kjartan 
Sekkingstad, was released after the Islamist militant group received a ransom of 
about 30 million pesos, or roughly $630,000, the national police said in a 
statement. Mr. Sekkingstad was freed near the town of Indanan in the province 
of Sulu, and escorted to the home of the provincial governor. There was no 
immediate word on the state of his health. His release was facilitated by 
members of the Moro National Liberation Front, a former rebel group that 
signed a peace agreement with the government in the 1990s, the police said. He 
was kidnapped from a resort on Samal Island on Sept. 21 with the Canadians, 
John Ridsdel and Robert Hall, and a Filipino, Marites Flor.134 

 Myanmar, US Release Joint Statement during Suu Kyi's Visit 

At the invitation of President Barack Obama, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, State 
Counsellor of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, is on an official visit to 
Washington, D.C. in September 2016. During the visit, State Counsellor Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi and President Obama held a meeting on September 14 in the 
White House and adopted this joint statement. 
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Both leaders remarked on the tremendous change in Myanmar over the past 
five years, during which time Myanmar moved from a military government 
through a period of opening, held free and fair elections in November 2015, and 
inaugurated a new, democratically elected government in March 2016. State 
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi expressed her appreciation for the role 
played by the United States and other members of the international community 
in encouraging and supporting this transformation, and President Obama 
affirmed continued US support for Myanmar's democratic transition. Both 
leaders noted that Myanmar's transition has allowed for a dramatic change in 
the bilateral relationship, creating opportunities to build a robust, multi-
faceted partnership for the mutual benefit of both countries.135 

 Malaysia MH370 Plane Debris found off Tanzania Coast 

A statement from the Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) confirmed the 
piece, found on June 20 this year, was part of an outboard flap from the Boeing 
777 Jet. "It was confirmed (the part) was the inboard section of a Boeing 777 
right, outboard flap, originating from the Malaysian Airlines aircraft registered 
9M-MRO," a statement released late on Thursday (15 September) said. "The 
part was preliminarily identified from photographs as an inboard section of a 
Boeing 777 outboard flap." "On arrival at the ATSB, several part numbers were 
immediately located on the debris that confirmed the preliminary 
identification. This was consistent with the physical appearance, dimensions 
and construction of the part." "A date stamp associated with one of the part 
numbers indicated manufacture on 23 January 2002, which was consistent with 
the 31 May 2002 delivery date for 9M-MRO." The ATSB said now the part is 
confirmed to be from the missing Malaysia Airlines jet, work can begin to 
determine if the flap holds any clues as to how and where MH370 was brought 
down.136 

Gulf Cooperation Council ( GCC)   

 Is Saudi-Iranian war of words heading towards a final showdown? 

With a new Op-ed by the Iranian Foreign Minister, Mohammad Zavad Zarif, 
the cold war between Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran seems to 
have entered into a phase of direct and open confrontations between the two 
countries, Saudi Arabia and Iran. It seems that the proxy war between the two 
is gradually heading towards into a possible direct confrontation in near future. 
On 13 September, Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif wrote an Op-
ed in The New York Times,137 accusing Saudi Arabia of the misuse of billions of 
petrodollars in the last three decades for promoting Wahabism, which have 
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been the major cause of rise and growth of ideology-inspired terrorism across 
the world. Adding further, the Foreign Minister said that the time has come 
that the world should get rid of such ideology and a changed Riyadh can be 
accommodated in the new regional arrangement. Besides urging the United 
Nations to take cognizance of this, the Iranian Foreign Minister also suggested 
that Riyadh may also join to contain this malady. With different 
interpretations, an abridged version of the article has been widely published by 
almost all major dailies of the world.  

In response to the Op-ed of the Iranian Foreign Minister, his Saudi counterpart, 
Adil al-Jubair said that Tehran cannot ‘whitewash its record on terror’.138 “The 
fact is that Iran is the leading state-sponsor of terrorism, with government 
officials directly responsible for numerous terrorist attacks since 1979… Nor can 
one get around the fact that Iran uses terrorism to advance its aggressive 
policies,” Jubeir wrote in the Wall Street Journal on Sunday. “Iran cannot talk 
about fighting extremism while its leaders, Quds Force and Revolutionary 
Guards continue to fund, train, arm and facilitate acts of terrorism,” he 
added. The Saudi Minister said that if Tehran really wants to combat terrorism, 
it should handover Al-Qaeda leaders have enjoyed sanctuary in Iran such as 
Osama bin Laden’s son Saad and Al Qaeda’s important members, Saif al-Adel, 
required to the US, Saudi Arabia and various countries.  

 Saudi-Iran Relations and Role of the US 

Historically, if we analyze the Saudi-Iran cold war, it has entered third phase 
and may turn into an open conflicts would not be a surprising event. Saudi 
Arabia rich in oil resource do not have enough military capability to encounter 
Iran. Riyadh used its petrodollar to induce Iraq to fight its war with Iran but 
after the fall of Saddam Hussein, Saudi Arabia lost its bet. Raising and backing 
proxy groups started second phase of cold war between the two. Somehow, this 
has also failed to bring the desired results. Now, a host of factors are playing 
role in Saudi-Iran cold war. For the last five years, one can easily also see the 
role of other regional and extra-regional powers in the Gulf. 

Riyadh and Tehran are locked into regional dominance since the first oil price 
revolution uplifted Saudi Arabia’s strategic importance in the region in general 
and with the US in particular. Before 1973-74, Saudi Arabia was just any other 
Bedouin Arab desert state in the Gulf. Although oil in Saudi Arabia was 
discovered much earlier but its relevance as a strategic and alternative energy 
source was realized by the US during the Second World War.  The Navy 
realized that if it wanted to maintain its dominance in the world, it needs cheap 
and secured oil supply because during the same time, its geologists predicted 
that the US has limited oil reserves. In addition, the US also wanted to build a 
military base in Saudi Arabia to cover the eastern war threat in the WWII. It 
chose Dhahran as its military base. Although it could not be completed till the 
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end of the WWII, it has been used the US force in ‘War on Terror’ in 
Afghanistan.  

Another significance of Saudi Arabia to the US was to develop it as twin pillars 
of its Middle East policy. Apart from Israel, before the rise of Saudi Arabia, Iran 
was the sole ally of Washington. But after the meeting of the US President 
Roosevelt and the Saudi King Abdulaziz Ibn Saudi at Crocodile Lake in 1945, 
the two leaders developed some shared strategic vision. However, major shift in 
US policy occurred after the Iranian revolution in 1979 and the Russian 
occupation of Afghanistan, which the US-West viewed as threat to their vital 
national interest. The Gulf region, including Saudi Arabia was the principal 
region of meeting their oil requirement. The Nixon administration declared its 
Gulf policy, know as Nixon Doctrine, emphasizing that the US-West would 
defend its energy interest by using all available means, including military. The 
Embassy-Hostage crisis brought the US-Iranian relations to its lowest point and 
over the period the Iranian nuclear programme became another important 
reason that invoked the US to impose sanctions on Iran, which continued for 
more than three and half decades.139 However, after marathon meetings 
between Iran and the P5+1, on 15 July 2015, the two sides signed an agreement, 
Joint…, which halted the Iranian nuclear programme for 20 years, escheated its 
reprocessing and enrichment rights and put its nuclear programme under strict 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)  vigilance.   

 Post-Nuclear Deal Iran 

The nuclear agreement between Iran and the P5+1 brought a qualitative change 
in Iran’s relationship with the world, including the US. President Obama gave 
several indications to its Arab Gulf allies, including Saudi Arabia about the 
changed policy towards Iran. In his interview to Goldberg in The Atlantic 
magazine, the President expressed two possible changes of the US Gulf 
policy.140 First, Washington might not directly involve in any future conflict; it 
would prefer leading from behind; and, second, Iran needs to be 
accommodated in the region. Thus, these two policy indications, emboldened 
Tehran to sharpen its Gulf policy and reassert its position in the region, while 
on the other hand, the Arab Gulf led by Saudi Arabia found themselves 
militarily weak vis-à-vis Iran. 

Another factor, which contributed to the rise of Iran in the region, has been the 
growth of terror organizations such as ISIS and al Nusra etc., and sectarian 
conflict. These groups exploited the differences of the two powers and 
expanded and enhanced their power and reach beyond the region. These 
extremist groups worked as proxy groups of each other and created serious 
security and stability problems in the region. The Syrian stalemate, continuing 
war in Yemen and partisan role of the Iraqi government further raised the 
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apprehensions of the Arab Gulf states. Rise and expansion of Hezbollah 
legitimized the weak Arab Gulf countries to backup these proxy groups. On the 
request of President Assad, Russia made direct military intervention in Syria in 
September 2015. Since then, the situation tilted in favour of Iran-led group, 
while the US maintained its non-intervention policy in Syria despite crossing of 
several redlines by the Assad regime, including the use of chemical weapons, 
prohibited cluster bombings, and earth and scorch policy in civilian areas, etc. 

The Islamic republic has successfully converted the sectarian advantages into 
strategic depth; it has also provided men, material and armed support to its 
allies both in Syria and Yemen, while the Arab Gulf countries could not provide 
the matching trained militia forces, through they are funding these extremist 
groups. Another weakness, which these Arab Gulf countries succumb to, has 
been the threat posed by the proxy group, which they support. For instance, 
ISIS does not like the non-representative regimes to continue in the Arab Gulf 
countries. They want perhaps to start caliphate from these Arab Gulf states. 
Hence, they occasionally target these regimes. As a result, the Arab Gulf states 
are facing twin onslaughts, a rising Iran, encircling the Arab states and second, 
threat against the same proxy groups once they offered assistance. 

 Conclusion 

In conclusion, war of words in international media between the two countries 
shows that both Riyadh and Tehran are becoming impatience and both seem 
losing their proxy and diplomatic options to counter each other. The world 
needs to take cognizance of these developments before it takes an ugly turn. All 
the indications show that the culmination of the cold war between the two may 
result into open and direct confrontation. 

Now, a couple of questions arise: Whether the world can afford such a war in a 
region, which meets around 45 per cent of the global energy requirements; 
second, would this war bring a lasting peace or prove ‘mother of all wars’, 
which Saddam Hussein said before his final demise? 

**** 

 

 


