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Africa

Foreign Direct Investments to Africa’

The Foreign Direct Investment, FDI, to East Africa grew last year in contrast to an
overall drop across Africa from $87 billion to $66.5 billion. A new report by Analyse
Africa shows that 705 projects were supported by foreign investors across the continent
in 2015 with infrastructure taking about 44 per cent of the inflows. The three East
African countries were joint tenth in the continent with regard to attracting
investments.

The report by the data service of the Financial Times shows that Kenya saw one
of the biggest increases with projects increasing by a half from 57 to 85. The projects
had a combined value of $2.4 billion.

Ms. Adriene Klasa, the editor of the report said that it clearly demonstrated that
foreign investors are thinking long term about Africa’s prospects. According to Ms.
Klasa, FDI decline in value does not mean the continent is in free fall. While some
larger economies are struggling disproportionately dragging down the region average,
smaller players are stable and growing a steady. Tanzania, Senegal and Cote d’Ivoire are
cited among economies that are stable.

According to The Africa Investment Report, coal, oil and natural gas were the top
sector by capital investment in 2015, accounting for $ 15.7 billion (24 per cent) of
announced investment. Up to 44 per cent of the investors targeted infrastructure-
related areas including power, construction and ICT. A total of 495 companies invested
on the continent, an increase of 6 per cent on 2014. FDI into Africa accounted of only 8
per cent of global FDI in 2015, with project numbers accounting 4 per cent.

As per the report, regional investment trends show that Egypt remains the leader
in FDI into Africa in 2015, with $14.5 billion of announced investment recorded. South
Africa dominates by projects number, recording 18 projects. The top 10 destination
countries for FDI into Africa, accounts for 77 per cent and 75 per cent in the whole
region by both numbers of projects and capital investment, respectively. However,
Ethiopia and Mozambique are the only two countries in top 10 FDI destinations that

' The Exchange, 4 November 2016, http://exchange.co.tz/east-africa-attracts-more-investors-as-rest-of-
continent-suffer/




recorded the decline in the number of  projects in  2015.
Western Europe was the leading source of FDI into Africa for capital investment with
projects valued at $30.1 billion. Additionally, Europe achieved a 45 per cent per market
share.

The United States was the top source country for FDI investment into Africa
despite a decline of 4 per cent in projects numbers. However, the value of its projects
dropped 12 per cent to $6.8 billion.

The UK was the second prolific investor, helped by a nearly 50 per cent increase
in the number of FDI projects on the 2014 figures to 76. Capital investment from UK
also increased 93 per cent increase. Italy was the top investor by capital investment with
project valued at $7.4 billion.

Other key investors were India and China with India accounting for about 5 per
cent market share of all inward FDI projects. Asian countries invested in 11 per cent
more African FDI projects in 2015.

The report states despite China ranking gth by capital investment and 7th by
project numbers it was the second most prolific job creators. “China, the world's largest
economy by GDP created 14,127 jobs across Africa in 2015".

The business activities that attracted most FDI on the continent are business
services, sales, marketing support plus manufacturing. While capital investment
decreased by 24 per cent to $66.5bn in 2015, the number of FDI projects increased by 6
per cent to 705.

South Africa submits bill to leave ICC *

South African Justice Minister Michael Masutha on Thursday submitted a bill to the
parliament to withdraw from the Rome Statute, the official agreement which created
the International Criminal Court (ICC) in 1998.

Masutha told Parliament during a debate on the ICC on Thursday that at the end
of the proceedings they would be tabling the notice of withdrawal that South Africa
lodged with the secretary general of the United Nations. Expected withdrawal is
scheduled to happen after October 2017, although the Parliament has not yet voted on
the bill.

South Africa has since its hosting of the African Union Summit last year
complained that the ICC is unfair in the way it treats African governments and is
incompatible with Pretoria’s peace initiatives on the continent. This comes particularly
following the visit of Sudanese president Omar Bashir to Johannesburg in June 2015 to
attend the 25th AU Summit despite an international warrant for his arrest issued by the
ICC on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity for his alleged role in the
Darfur conflict in 2009.

At the time the ICC strongly criticised the government of President Jacob Zuma
for not arresting Bashir. In hosting the Summit and inviting heads of state to attend,
South Africa argues that such high-profile entities cannot be arrested. However, South
Africa in 2000 ratified the treaty that established the ICC; and in 2002, the treaty was
entered into force there.

% The BRICS Post,3 November 2016, http://thebricspost.com/south-africa-submits-bill-to-leave-
icc/#.WCAeAdJ97Z5




Since 2009, a number of African states withdrew from the treaty in protest of the
ICC arrest warrant brought against al-Bashir. To date, there are more than 40 United
Nations members which have not adopted or ratified the ICC treaty.
Tanzanian MilitaOU / AFEAEAI (AET O ) OAT EAT . AOW3O
Admiral Golestaneh, the commander of the Iranian Navy’s 44th flotilla, which is on a
mission to Tanzania, cited a high-ranking commander of the East African country as
saying that the Iranian fleet’s presence has ensured security in the region.

The Tanzanian commander also said that the Iranian Navy’s presence in the
waters has eased it for the regional countries’ navies to ensure security. The 44th flotilla
of warships, comprised of the Alvand destroyer and the Bushehr logistic vessel, docked
at Tanzania’s Port city of Dar es Salaam on Saturday. It embarked on a voyage for the
high seas on October 5 to safeguard maritime routes used by the country’s vessels and
oil tankers operating in the Gulf of Aden and the strategic Bab el-Mandeb Strait against
pirates.

In recent years, Iran’s naval forces have increased their presence in high seas to
secure naval routes. In line with international efforts to combat piracy, the Iranian Navy
has been conducting anti-piracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden since November 2008 to
safeguard the vessels involved in maritime trade, especially the ships and oil tankers
owned or leased by Iran.

Al Shabaab Gains Ground as Ethiopia Withdraws Its Troops*

Somali militants Al Shabaab are becoming increasingly emboldened following the
systematic withdrawal of Ethiopian troops, a development that is threatening to reverse
the recent gains in the war against terror. The Al Shabaab has not only retaken nine
towns in the central region along the border with Ethiopia, but has also threatened to
disrupt the presidential election scheduled for November 30.

In the wake of the ongoing domestic political uprising in Ethiopia over the past
one month, Addis has been withdrawing troops that are not part of the African Union
Mission in Somalia (Amisom), but who have been instrumental in containing Al
Shabaab in the central region.

Amisom spokesperson Col Joseph Kibet told that the Ethiopian withdrawal is
leaving a vacuum that is encouraging the re-emergence of Al Shabaab in areas where
they were previously contained. He said that locals who were previously lying low are
emerging to identify themselves as Al Shabaab and hoisting their flags because a lot of
the elements in the militant group are locals.

Col Kibet further said that the Ethiopian withdrawal is having as serious negative
impact in the fight against Al Shabaab; the militants have retaken towns that are critical
in the operations against Shabaab and are likely to stretch Amisom troops. This means
that Al Shabaab will be emboldened because they now have more room to operate and
hide. He, however, maintained that it is a small setback, as Amisom is going back to the
drawing board to formulate new strategies to recapture the towns.

3 Tasnim News Agency,31 October 2016,
http://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2016/10/31/1227299/tanzanian-military-official-hails-iranian-navy-s-
presence-in-east-african-waters

* The East African, 5 November 2016, http://allafrica.com/stories/201611050191.html
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The Ethiopian authorities have explained that the troops they are withdrawing
are those that had been deployed before the country joined Amisom as part of a
bilateral security arrangement with Somalia. The Ethiopian information and
communication Minister, Getachew Reda, explained that the withdrawal is due to
financial constraints the country has to bear by maintaining troops in Somalia while the
international community has failed to train and give support to the Somalia National
Army, which is supposed to take over liberated areas.

China 7 Economic Affairs and OBOR

China appoints new ministers of state security, finance

China appointed three new ministers for state security, civil affairs, and finance on
November 7. Chen Wengqing was appointed Minister of State Security, replacing Geng
Huichang, and Xiao Jie replaced Lou Jiwei as Minister of Finance as reported by Xinhua.

The country's previous Supervision Minister, Huang Shuxian was appointed
minister of Civil Affairs, replacing Li Liguo.’

Chinese premier arrives in Russia for official visit

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang arrived at St. Petersburg on November 6 for the 21st China-
Russia Prime Ministers' Regular Meeting and an official visit. During the trip, Li and his
Russian counterpart, Dmitry Medvedev, will discuss issues of common concern, and the
two sides are expected to sign cooperation agreements in areas such as trade, energy,
customs and education. Premier Li is also scheduled to meet Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Moscow.

The Russian side held a welcoming ceremony at the airport in Li's honor. St.
Petersburg is the hometown of Medvedev who paid a visit during his China trip in 2013
to Anhui, Premier Li's home province.

This year marks the 15th anniversary of the signing of the China-Russia Treaty of
Good-Neighbourliness and Friendly Cooperation and the 20th anniversary of the
establishment of the China-Russia strategic partnership of coordination. China believes
that the visit will inject fresh impetus into the China-Russia comprehensive strategic
partnership of coordination, said Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister Li Huilai at a press
conference last week in Beijing.°

Li Keqiang holds talks with prime minister of Kyrgyzstan

Premier Li Keqgiang held talks with Prime Minister Sooronbay Jeenbekov of Kyrgyzstan
in Bishkek on November 2, 2016. The Premier stressed to Explore New Growth Points
for Cooperation and Push China-Kyrgyzstan Friendly Cooperation for New
Development.

After the talks, Premier Li Keqiang and Prime Minister Sooronbay Jeenbekov
jointly signed and issued the Joint Communiqué between the Government of China and

> http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1016319.shtml
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the Government of Kyrgyzstan and witnessed the signing of several cooperation
documents between both sides covering economic technology, production capacity,
transportation, agriculture, intellectual property rights and other sectors.”

Li Keqiang meets President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan
Premier Li Keqiang met President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan on November 3.

Nursultan Nazarbayev expressed that Kazakhstan and China are friendly neighbors and
bilateral relations serve as a model of friendly cooperation among countries. The
initiative of launching production capacity cooperation proposed by Premier Li Keqiang
during his visit to Kazakhstan two years ago has now made remarkable progress.
Kazakhstan is willing to, together with China, comprehensively deepen cooperation in
production capacity, promote the implementation of more projects, expand cooperation
in energy, minerals, agriculture, scientific and technological innovation and other fields,
improve the level of bilateral trade as well as carry out better cooperation within the
SCO and other multilateral frameworks.®

Li Keqiang attends 15th Meeting of SCO council of heads of governments (Prime
Ministers)

Premier Li Keqiang attended the 15th Meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Council of Heads of Governments (Prime Ministers) at the
conference center of Bishkek State Guesthouse on 3 November. Premier Li offered the
following suggestions on the future development of the SCO.

First, create a safe and stable environment. SCO member states should follow the
concept of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security, further
reinforce coordination and collaboration in security areas, advance the mechanism
construction of regional anti-terrorism agencies and deepen information exchanges and
law enforcement cooperation, so as to safeguard the safety of peoples, institutions,
enterprises and personnel of SCO member states.

Second, build an integrative development pattern. All sides should strengthen
the coordination and alignment of respective strategies for economic development. The
"Belt and Road" Initiative proposed by China is now dovetailing with the construction of
the Eurasian Economic Union. China is ready to work with other parties to advance the
trade and investment liberalization and facilitation in the region and strengthen
cooperation in fields such as customs, inspection and quarantine, as well as certification
and accreditation. China is open to the construction of a SCO free trade area and other
proposals, and is willing to work with all parties to complete the feasibility study on the
free trade area and actively explore a more comprehensive, closer and more efficient
regional economic cooperation framework.

Third, upgrade the level of production capacity cooperation.

Fourth, explore opportunities for innovation cooperation.

7 http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1412846.shtml
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Fifth, improve the region's financing mechanism.

Sixth, consolidate the foundation of people-to-people and cultural exchanges. China
stands ready to sign agreements with other parties on establishing and operating a SCO
university and support its efforts in personnel training for SCO member states.

The SCO member states jointly signed and issued the Joint Communiqué, and approved
multiple cooperation documents and resolutions covering such fields as trade,
investment, finance, customs and agriculture, including List of Measures by the SCO to
Further Promote Project Cooperation 2017-2021, SCO Scientific and Technological
Partnership and the Following Work on the Establishment of the SCO Development
Bank and the SCO Development Fund.’

China and Australia agree to swap intelligence on money laundering and other
financial transgressions

While replying to a question Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson noted:

On November 1, China's Anti-Money Laundering Monitoring and Analysis
Center (CAMLMAC) and its Australian counterpart the Australian Transaction Reports
and Analysis Centre signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) in Beijing to share
financial intelligence and collaborate in tackling money laundering and terrorism
financing. In accordance with the MoU, the two sides will cooperate in intelligence
gathering, analysis and joint investigation on money laundering, terrorism financing
and other related crimes based on reciprocity. Deputy Governor Guo Qingping of the
People's Bank of China and Australian Justice Minister Michael Keenan witnessed the
signing of the agreement. The MoU is the 4ist cooperation document signed by the
CAMLMAC and its foreign counterparts.™

India-China Trade Investment and Economic Cooperation Seminar in
Zhengzhou gets overwhelming response

The Embassy of India in Beijing, in collaboration with the Henan Provincial
Government of China, organized an India-China Trade, Investment and Economic
Cooperation Seminar in Zhengzhou on November 04, 2016. This seminar was organized
in continuation of the 3rd Meeting of the India-China Joint Working Group on
Industrial Parks and “Invest in India Seminar” organized in Beijing. The seminar
received an overwhelming response with more than 300 Chinese investors and
enterprises attending.

The main speakers at the Invest India seminar were Mrs. Ravneet Kaur, Joint
Secretary, Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion and Mr. Alkesh Kumar
Sharma, CEO, Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor Corp. Mrs Ravneet Kaur highlighted
the tremendous opportunities in India for Chinese investors and invited Chinese
enterprises to make in India. A detailed presentation on “Make in India” was made by
Department of Industrial Policy Promotion. Presentations were also made on the “Delhi
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Mumbai Industrial Corridor”, and 'Investment Opportunities in the States of

1

Maharashtra and Gujarat'.

This was Embassy of India's maiden Make in India event in the province of
Henan which lies in the Chinese heartland and ranks sth in terms of provincial GDP.
The province has a well developed industrial base with strength in electronic
information, automobile and equipment manufacturing, modern logistics, agriculture
based industries and cultural and creative tourism.

China air show seals 40 billion USD worth of deals

A total of 402 deals worth over US $40 billion were struck at the uth China
International Aviation & Aerospace Exhibition in Zhuhai, Guangdong Province, Xinhua
reported quoting the organizer on 6 November 2016.

The six-day exhibition closed on 6 November , attracting more than 700
exhibitors from 42 countries and regions and 400,000 professional and general
audience. A total of 151 aircraft attended the air show, including China's most-advanced
J-20 stealth fighter. Customers ordered 187 aircraft at the fair. Commercial Aircraft
Corporation of China (COMAC) was the winner, with one leasing firm ordering 40
regional jets ARJ21-700 and two others ordering 56 large passenger aircraft Cg19."

China, Pakistan reinforce air force cooperation

China and Pakistan have fruitful collaborations in air force equipment, training and
flight security, and will continue to deepen their cooperation in air force-related fields,
according to Chang Wanquan, China's Defence Minister.

Chang met with Pakistan's Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman in Beijing
on 4 November after the Air Chief Marshal returned from Airshow China 2016 in
Zhuhai.

China and Pakistan have upheld mutual trust, understanding and support, and
are staunch allies and comprehensive strategic partners, said Chang, adding that China
and Pakistan air forces should enhance cooperation.

Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman Aman said Sino-Pakistan relations have
withstood international turmoil and become the foundation for protecting regional
and international peace. Pakistan appreciates China's support and would further
cooperate with China in anti-terrorism, equipment and technology as well as personnel
training in order to promote regional security, he added.”

1 http://www.indianembassy.org.cn/newsDetails.aspx?News|d=869

2 http://eng.mod.gov.cn/DefenseNews/2a01B07/content 4758931.htm
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China and Pakistan air forces have held regular military drills code-named “Shaheen”,
which means “eagle” in Urdu, with the first one held at Pakistan's Rafiq air force base
from March 5 to 30, 2011, according to China Military Online."*

China z Domestic and PLA, Southeast Asia

1. China ruling effectively bars 2 pro-independence Hong Kong lawmakers
from taking office®

China’s parliament passed an interpretation of Hong Kong's Basic Law on
Monday (Nov. 7) that says lawmakers must swear allegiance to the city as part of China
in Beijing’s boldest intervention in the city since the 1997 handover. The move came
after two pro-independence lawmakers in Hong Kong pledged allegiance to a "Hong
Kong nation" and unfurled banners proclaiming “Hong Kong IS NOT China” when they
were being sworn into office last month. "Those who declare Hong Kong independence
not only have no right to run for the legislature and be a lawmaker, they should also be
subject to legal responsibilities," said the National People's Congress (NPC) in an eight-
page document distributed to journalists ahead of a briefing at the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing.

Acts of declaring and promoting Hong Kong independence, said the NPC, are
akin to the secessionist behaviour prohibited under Article 23 of the Basic Law. Such
action, according to NPC, violates Article 1 stating that Hong Kong is an inseparable
part of China, and Article 12 stating that Hong Kong enjoys a high degree of autonomy
but comes under the jurisdiction of the Chinese government. The NPC said it decided
to issue the interpretation to deliver "an effective strike and curb against Hong Kong
independence movement" and also to protect China's national sovereignty.

Hong Kong Chief Executive Leung Chun Ying told reporters in the city he would
“fully implement” the ruling, which effectively bars the two lawmakers - Sixtus Leung,
30, and Yau Wai Ching, 25 - from taking office. “Any words or deeds that deliberately
contravene (the interpretation’s) requirements, defy the prescribed oath-taking
procedures, or even use the opportunity to insult the country and the Chinese people
and advocate cessation, must be stopped in accordance with the law,” Leung said.

2. Former Basic Law Drafting Committee member slams move to preempt
decision by Hong Kong court over oath-taking controversy'

A pan-democratic legal heavyweight has accused Beijing of using the oath-taking

saga as an excuse to take away the power of the city’s judicial and legislative branches.

Martin Lee Chu-ming SC, who once helped draft the Basic Law in the late 1980s, also

“ http://eng.mod.gov.cn/DefenseNews/2a1607/content_4759114.htm
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said it would be problematic if Beijing granted the legislature’s secretary general the
power to invalidate lawmakers’ oaths by interpreting the city’s mini-constitution.

Lee criticised Beijing’s attempt to pre-empt a decision by the Hong Kong court,
which has still to deliver its judgment after hearing arguments in the case where the
government sought to disqualify Sixtus Baggio Leung Chung-hang and Yau Wai-ching
last week.

3. Four arrested after violence at thousands-OOOT 1 ¢ OAI 1T U 1T OAO
of Basic Law"’

The clash between officers and the 4,000-strong crowd gathered in the Des Voeux
Road area to protest against Beijing’s intervention in the oath-taking saga saw the use of
pepper spray by police, while one officer was allegedly injured by protesters hurling
bricks. Police said in total four people were arrested, including two men and a woman,
aged from 39 to 65, for allegedly obstructing police officers. League of Social Democrats
chairman Avery Ng Man-yuen said on his Facebook account that he was among the
arrested and had been released on bail.

Two officers were injured during the incident. One hurt his or her hand and another
officer was hurt in the leg by bricks thrown by protesters. It is understood the officer
with a leg wound was injured at Ko Shing Street in Sheung Wan. Traffic resumed early
Monday on Des Voeux Road, marking the end of a tense stand-off overnight between
police and protesters outside the central government’s liaison office in Sai Wan.

4. China visit a phenomenal success, says PM"

Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak has hailed his third official
visit to China a phenomenal success, not only in consolidating bilateral relations but
also securing tangible results for Malaysia. His visit has resulted in the signing of 14
agreements on several iconic and mega projects to the tune of RMi44 billion between
Malaysian and Chinese companies that will contribute to Malaysia’s socio-economic
growth.

One of these projects, the double-track East Coast Rail Line (ECRL) connecting
Kuala Lumpur and urban centres in the East Coast Economic Region such as Mentakab,
Kuantan, Kuala Terengganu and Tumpat, will be a catalyst for transformation of the
East Coast states of Pahang, Terengganu and Kelantan. “The project will spur socio-
economic growth in specific areas and bring great benefit to the people in the East
Coast,” Najib said today to Malaysian journalists covering his visit to China since
Monday. The Prime Minister said it was not a mega project for prestige but designed to
improve connectivity for the movement of goods and services and economic upliftment,
and could be assumed to be part of China’s ‘One Belt, One Road’ initiative.
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South China Morning PgstNovember 2016, at http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-
kong/politics/article/2043425/thousands-hongkongers-join-protest-march-against-
beijings?utm_source=edm&utm_medium=edm&utm_content=20161107&utm_campaign=scmp_today

(accessed 7 November 2016).
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China’s finance minister Lou Jiwei, who has been struggling in recent years to
tackle the country’s huge debt problems, is stepping down as he approaches retirement
age. He will be replaced by Xiao Jie, a former tax bureau chief who has previously
suggested that the government has room to raise taxes on its citizens. The
announcement was made by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress
on Monday, the top legislature which has the final word on ministerial positions.

Xiao, 59, a deputy secretary general in the cabinet, worked for more than two
decades in the finance ministry. He also headed China’s tax administration for six years.
After the US magazine Forbes listed mainland China as the world’s second harshest tax
regime in a “tax misery” survey in 2009, Xiao, then tax chief, published a long article
arguing that China’s overall tax burden was not high and had room to expand. Xiao is
taking over a position with a crucial role in guiding the future of the Chinese, and
arguably the global, economy.

China is facing a larger fiscal deficit with government revenues and the country’s
economy slowing. Debt levels in the Chinese economy have also surged to a level of
nearly 300 per cent to the nation’s gross domestic product, an unprecedented amount
for an emerging country. Lou, 66, is known for his efforts to tidy up China’s fragmented
fiscal system and to clean up debts incurred directly or indirectly by local governments.

European Union

Theresa May arrives on a three-day visit to India

British Prime Minister Theresa May has arrived in India for a three-day visit aimed at
enhancing the Indo-UK ties in the fields of trade, investment, defence and security.
Since assuming the post of the prime minister in the aftermath of the British
referendum in June this year, it is May’s first bilateral visit outside the EU. She is
scheduled to hold talks with the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi tomorrow. She
will also inaugurate jointly with him the India-UK Tech Summit.

Before leaving for London, Theresa May described India as the UK’s ‘most
important and closest friend’ and a leading power in the world, adding “We will be
promoting the best of Britain, sending out the message that we are open for business,
and making the most of opportunities offered by Brexit as the world’s foremost
champion of free trade”.* She also remarked that this visit would be used to “reaffirm
the importance of the strategic partnership” which India and UK already have and to
work jointly to agree on concrete steps to realise the shared vision in areas across trade,
investment, defence and security.” The British delegation will also travel to Bengaluru

YCNI Yyl ¢ly3as 4/ KAYlF Q& FTAYEFYOS YA y2h &l SNSolNERIBEASS SA &
Morning Pos}7 November 2016, at http://www.scmp.com/news/china/economy/article/2043588/chinas-
finance-minister-lou-jiwei-steps-down-former-tax-chief (accessed 7 November 2016).

P61Y ta ¢CKSNBAal al @& -RNAMNBERESHGE TingeBokember7y2016) K NB S
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/uk-pm-theresa-may-arrives-in-india-on-three-
day-visit/articleshow/55280998.cms accessed November 7, 2016.
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tomorrow where she is scheduled to attend some business events and will also meet the
Karnataka Chief Minister. An official statement in London has said that a number of
commercial deals are expected to be signed during the visit, creating and securing the
jobs at home and demonstrating market confidence in the strength of the British
economy.

In latest developments, a BBC report said that Theresa May has rejected calls to
relax Indian visa rules saying the UK already has a ‘good system’ for applications. But
she announced that the UK would make it easier for wealthy Indian business executives
to come to the UK. Thousands of Indians on work visas will also be able to join the
Registered Travellers Scheme which will mean they can get through UK border controls
more quickly.*

EU working to defuse India-Pak tensions: EU Ambassador

European Union Ambassador Jean Francois Cautain had recently remarked that the EU
is working on mitigating the ongoing tensions between India and Pakistan.

“The EU is raising the issue of Kashmir with different stakeholders,” Ambassador
Francois was quoted by Associated Press of Pakistan. He said EU’s diplomatic efforts
were an ongoing process and were not always visible to the people, the Express News
reported.

He said the EU was taking up the issue of alleged human rights violation with
both India and Pakistan. He stressed that both sides had to sit at the negotiating table
to resolve the issue.

Greek Prime Minister reshuffles cabinet to boost bailout reforms

Alexis Tsipras, Greek PM has reshuffled his government to boost bailout reforms in the
hope of getting the EU to agree to critical debt relief by the end of the year. At over 320
billion Euros, Greece’s debt pile is regarded as its biggest impediment to economic
recovery.

“We have the chance for a fresh start, to get the necessary boost needed to run
the last crucial metres of a marathon,” he said, the AFP news agency reported.**

Most ministers dealing with the bailout talks, including Finance Minister Euclid
Tsakalotos, kept their posts, signalling the government’s intent to implement its
commitments to international creditors. Dimitris Liakos, the head of his economic
office, meanwhile, became the minister responsible for the implementation of Greece’s
bailout program. The Eurozone’s bailout fund, the European Stability Mechanism,
announced in October that Greece would receive a 2.8 billion Euros loan tranche as part
of the EU-led economic bailout funding. Athens is keen to show its creditors that the
country is serious about reform progress in order to trigger talks on debt relief.

Former economy minister Giorgos Stathakis, in a reshuffle, was appointed energy
minister. He is replacing Panos Skourletis, who had opposed full privatization of the
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http://www.bbc.com/news/business-37891734 accessed November 7, 2016.

BEOdZNRLISIY !'YAZY 62NJAEH I §2 (8 e dxll BExpnsRoyddiRe2£20016,
http://indianexpress.com/article/news-briefs/european-union-working-to-defuse-india-pakistan-tensions-
envoy-3733378/ accessed November 7, 2016.
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Public Power Corporation. Tsipras has been slipping in the approval rating through the
first year of his four-year term as prime minister after introducing another round of tax
hikes and pension cuts, according to AFP.

A new migration ministry was also established, reflecting the country’s frontline
role in the refugee crisis and allowing the deputy migration minister, loannis Mouzalas,
to tap into resources and administrative backup in his promoted role as minister.*
, ACAIT AEAIT AT CA O "OA@GEOd -060 I 0600 OI OA
After a coalition of anti-Brexit campaigners recently took a case against the
government, arguing that British Prime Minister Theresa May cannot trigger Article 50
without consulting parliament, senior High Court judges have ruled UK MPs must vote
on leaving the European Union.

The Lord Chief Justice Lord Thomas said that the Prime Minister does not have
the power alone to trigger Article 50, which relates to the rules and procedure for
exiting the EU.

The judgment has sparked outrage among pro-Brexit politicians, including Nigel

Farage, who said “they have no idea the level of public anger they will provoke”.*®

Meanwhile, Theresa May has vowed to continue Brexit plans, following a High Court
ruling which saw judges side with anti-Brexit campaigners against the Government.

Breaking her silence since the judgment which was announced last week, the Prime
Minister insisted the Government must “get on with the job” of withdrawing the UK
from the European Union. The Government has stated it will appeal the decision. It is
expected the Supreme Court will hear the case on 7-8 December.”’

The pound has enjoyed a 1 per cent rise against the dollar, the biggest jump since
August, in the aftermath of the announcement.

North America and South America

North America
Canada

1) Prime Minister Justine Trudeau has completed one year in office. Some of
the notable steps the liberal government has taken since it came to power
are in building ties with the indigenous population of Canada, strengthening
its partnership with the United States and Mexico, making policy changes to
allow 25,000 Syrian refugees to come to Canada and committing troops to
NATO for deployment in Eastern Europe.

2) As Canada continues to investigate how it can contribute to international
peace and security, Defence Minister Harjit S. Sajjan will visit Mali and

PLYAGKE 1SESYFSE aDNBS]T LINAYS YAYA &G ThabuddigikodembedsS a Of

2016, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/06/greek-prime-minister-tsipras-reshuffles-cabinet-to-
boost-bailout-reforms accessed November 7, 2016.
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The IndependeniNovember 3, 2016, http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-legal-challenge-
statement-full-read-judgement-summary-high-court-theresa-may-article-50-a7395071.html accessed

November 7, 2016.
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Senegal from 05-08 November. During this visit, Minister Sajjan will engage
with senior host government officials, foreign ambassadors, representatives
from the United Nations, and non-governmental organizations to learn
more about the security and defence challenges facing the region. This visit
builds on discussions which were held in August during the Minister’s trip to
Eastern and Central Africa, as well as his recent visit to the United Nations’
Headquarters in New York in October.?®

3) Canadian Pacific Fleet Warship arrived in Brisbane on 02 November to
conduct a goodwill visit. HMCS Vancouver is engaging in a variety of
training opportunities with foreign navies, as well as visiting several
countries in the Asia-Pacific region under WESTPLOY 16. WESTPLOY 16
provides a unique opportunity that allows the RCN to foster and sustain
cooperative relationships with other navies of the world. HMCS Vancouver’s
deployment underlines the strategic importance of the Asia-Pacific region,
of increasing international interest in the area, and of the unique
opportunities to demonstrate interoperability with partner navies.*

The United States

1) FBI Director James B. Comey stated that the bureau had completed its
examination of newly discovered emails connected to Mrs Hillary Clinton
and found nothing to alter its months-old decision not to seek charges
against the former secretary of state for her use of a private email server. The
investigators found that the emails were either duplicates of correspondence
they had reviewed earlier or were personal emails that did not pertain to
State Department business. The news comes two days before the
Presidential elections. However, some expect that the initial news that Mrs.
Clinton may be under investigation again may have lost her some support as
early voting in America has already begin. *°

2) There are fears in the US that the results of the current Presidential elections
will be decided by the Courts, after Mr. Donald Trump stated that there is a
possibility that the elections would be rigged and he might not concede the
elections to his rival, Mrs. Clinton.

Mexico

1) Mexico is readying a contingency plan for an “adverse” election result in the
US, said the Central Bank governor, Agustin Carstens, who has previously
stated that a victory for Donald Trump would hit his country like a
hurricane. He noted that monetary policy could change depending on the
US election result, noting that a favourable outcome for Mexico might

2D2ISNYYSYl 2F /bYERRYlI 6ab@XS5¢O8) 82 +AaAld alfA |yR
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obviate the need for the Bank of Mexico to follow any impending US rate
hike.>'

South America
Colombia

1) Colombia’s president Juan Manuel Santos is in London seeking support to
rekindle peace negotiations with leftist FARC rebels, who remain largely
mobilized in some of the country’s key border provinces straddling Ecuador
and Venezuela. In a referendum last month, Colombian voters rejected a 297
page peace accord signed with rebel leaders following five years of talks in
Cuba. By a narrow margin, Colombians turned down a deal viewed as
excessively generous to FARC, despite a government and international
backing for the agreement which promised to end the country's half-century
old conflict. The peace accord's defeat has been widely attributed to moral
indignation over clauses that would have allowed FARC leaders accused of
massacres, mass abductions and other war crimes to go unpunished. But
many Colombians, security analysts and members of Colombia’s military
also fear that the deal falls way short of assuring FARC’s disarmament.>*

Venezuela

1) Thousands of Venezuelans flooded the streets of Caracas on Wednesday to
demand that President Nicolas Maduro step down - bringing much of the
capital to a standstill, in what was dubbed the “takeover” of the city. A recent
poll found that more than 75 per cent of Venezuelans disapprove of Mr
Maduro. But he has vowed to resist efforts to sack him before his term ends
in 2019. Venezuela's opposition-led National Assembly has voted to begin
impeachment proceedings against President Nicolas Maduro for violating
democracy, on the eve of massive protests expected across the embattled
nation. The National Assembly's plan to hold a referendum to try and recall
Mr Maduro, 53, was blocked by the Supreme Court - which Mr Maduro
controls. With that avenue closed, the opposition coalition has raised the
stakes, using its power base in congress to begin legal action against Hugo
Chavez's unpopular successor.>*

Nicaragua
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1) Turnout for the election in Nicaragua was high, officials say, in a contest that
seems likely to give President Daniel Ortega a third consecutive term. A
former left-wing rebel, Mr Ortega is widely popular, thanks to social
programmes and economic stability. He faces no obvious challenger. Five
other candidates are running, but they are all minor figures unlikely to
present any challenge to the president. Part of the opposition urged a
boycott, calling the vote a "farce". Critics accuse him of manipulating the
political system to stay in power and of smothering the opposition.
International observers have not been allowed to monitor the vote.*

Russia

O«

A  MEA official on 3 November said that the BRICS website
(htpp://www.brics2016.gov.in) was hacked by unknown hacker.3°
0 The Russian Defence Ministry’s press service said that Russia and the US defence
officials discussed additional flight safety measures in Syria during a video
conference. Russia and the US exchanged opinions concerning flight safety
incidents that took place after the previous video conference that took place on
September 22, and discussed additional measures aimed at improving mutual
flight safety of the Russian Air Force and the US-led coalition in Syrian airspace.
On October 28, Russian and US jets were involved in a “near miss” incident in
Syria. Following the incident, the US officials complained that similar situations
happen almost “weekly.” The mutual flight safety memorandum agreed by the US
and Russia on October 20, 2015, regulates the flight paths and contacts of the
countries’ air forces in Syria during an emergency situation. The two countries
also set up a hotline for their militaries to discuss the approximate locations and
missions of planes in an attempt to avoid operating in the same airspace at the
same time. Communication between the militaries has continued, despite the US
suspending diplomatic talks with Russia about Syria at the beginning of October
2016.%7
0 Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said on November 2 said that the
international community should not play by Washington’s rules despite the US
being a great power. He added that the US would have to negotiate with Russia
on finding solutions to international issues as no state is now able to act alone.
He also said that problems in bilateral relations began to mount long before the
Ukrainian crisis broke out in 2014. He emphasised that both Washington and
Moscow are destined “to negotiate anyway, the sooner it happens, the better.”?®

375 abAOFNI3dd Y UldaXt SQANYIdgliAUS (A yh NIRSIBE 5 éh 1S BLIVIK K

latin-america-37892477, Accessed on 07 November 2016.
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On November 3, American and Russian personnel conducted disaster-relief drills
in Montenegro. The exercises aimed at preparing for flooding, chemical spills
and unexploded bombs.*®

In Estonia, the Estonians are out playing war games in the woods. The games are
called "patrol competitions,” and participants score points by completing tasks
— all of which would be useful against an invading Russian army. The Estonian
Defense League is training its members to be able to wage a guerrilla insurgency
against any attempt by Russia to occupy the country. The Estonian Defense
League is expanding rapidly. It currently has an estimated 25,000 volunteers.*°
Last week Chinese and Russian officials attending the Zhuhai air show jointly
announced that Russia would deliver the first batch of four advanced Su-35
fighters to Beijing later this year. It shows that Russia has resumed sales of
advanced arms technology to China. Chinese pilots are training in Russia with
the aircraft and will eventually fly them back to China, according to Russian
news reports. The $2bn deal for 24 jets is expected to be completed in three
years. While China during the show unveiled its own advanced stealth fighter,
big deployments of the aircraft are not expected for several years after that. The
Su-35 deal, along with a 2014 agreement to sell Russia’s S-400 surface-to-air
missile, which could arrive in China by 2018, amounts to a lifting of an informal
ban on selling advanced systems to China in place since roughly 2004. Experts
say Russian technology will boost China’s air defence capability significantly, as
Beijing’s relations with the US sour over maritime disputesin the western
Pacific.”

Serbia and Russia began joint military exercises on Serbian territory. This
exercise named as “Slavic Brotherhood-2016” is held in the Belgrade region from
November 2-15. Armed Forces of Russia, Belarus, and Serbia are taking part in
the exercise. The first Slavic Brotherhood-2015 exercise was held last year at the
Rayevsky range (Novorossiysk region).**

0 Trade Minister Hiroshige Seko and Russian Far East development minister
Alexander Galushka agreed on November 4 to promote economic development
projects in Russia’s Far East ahead of a summit between their leaders in
December. Seko told Galushka at their meeting in Moscow that Japan wants to
advance development projects in the region for a successful summit by Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and Russian President Vladimir Putin on Dec. 15 in
Yamaguchi Prefecture. The Russian minister emphasized the importance of
promoting infrastructure and other projects involving Japanese companies in the
area, which is grappling with a falling population and lags in industrial

O«

O«
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development other than in energy fields. The Russian ministry for Far East
development has requested Tokyo’s cooperation for 18 projects, including the
modernization of Khabarovsk Novy Airport and the improvement of the port of
Vostochny’s coal shipping infrastructure. The ministry has said total investment
in the 18 projects, if realized as requested, is estimated at around ¥1.7 trillion
($16.5 billion).*

In an interview on November 5, Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev issued
a warning that the thousands of Russians who have been fighting in Syria in anti-
government ranks in their return home might attack Russia.**

Bangladesh

0 The Dhaka Police claim to have arrested four suspected “Neo JMB”, an offshoot
of the banned militant outfit Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB),
operatives who supplied firearms and materials for making grenades for the
Gulshan attack from Chapainawabganj border. During interrogation, the
arrestees said another “Neo JMB” member, Chhoto Mizan alias Tara, delivered
the raw materials and firearms, including pistols, to the key planners of the July
1 Gulshan café siege.*” Tara had collected the arms and explosive-making
materials from Chapainawabganj border through the four. The arms and other
materials came to Dhaka hidden in baskets of mangoes and other fruits.*® In
primary interrogation, investigators learnt that the arrestees are involved in
smuggling arms and explosives through Bangladesh-India border in Shibganj
upazila of Chapainawabganj. A counterterrorism official said “Neo JMB”
leadership in Bangladesh places demand for arms, ammunition and grenade-
making materials to JMB men in India, which include some Bangladeshi
militants hiding there.*” The Indian group in league with some Indian criminals
collects small arms and explosives and smuggles those to “Neo JMB” through
Chapainawabganj border.*® Investigators earlier said the AK-22s used in the
Gulshan attack were first smuggled to Nepal from where those were carried to
India before being sent to Dhaka through Chapainawabganj border. Besides, the
pistols were smuggled from Munger district of Bihar in India through the same
border.*

0 On 30 October 2016, a group of religious zealots carried out a synchronised
attack on the Hindus in Brahmanbaria's Nasirnagar upazila, vandalising around
100 homes and at least five temples and looting valuables over a Facebook post
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“hurting Muslims' sentiment,” victims and police said.>® The attackers also beat
up over 100 people of the minority community. The nearly two-hour long attack
began around 12:00 p.m. before police brought the situation under control after
2:00 p.m. The attackers ran amok through eight Hindu localities, including
Kashipara, Daspara, Ghoshpara, Duttapara and Nomoshudropara, said Abdul
Quader, officer-in-charge of Nasirnagar Police Station.” Police detained six
people from the spot, and were trying to arrest the other attackers. As the news
of the Facebook post spread, violence spilled over to the neighbouring Habiganj
district where a Hindu temple in Madhabpur bus stand area came under
attack.”®> There, the attackers vandalised a Kali idol when devotees were
worshipping at the temple for Diwali. Earlier in the morning, Ahle Sunnat Wal
Jamaat, an Islamic group, held a rally protesting the Facebook post in Sadar
Upazila, a quarter kilometre from where the attack happened.” Some locals
blamed the protesters for the attack, which the rally organisers denied. They
blamed some “criminals” from Nurpur village for the incident.’* “A group of
Hefajat-e Islam men attacked the Hindu community and vandalised their homes
and temples when we were holding a peaceful rally. Islam is a peaceful religion.
It never supports any clash. We demand trial of the attackers,” said Riazul
Karim, convener of Nasirnagar unit of Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat.>

0 The prosecution has pressed six charges against eight Mymensingh men

including Jatiya Party lawmaker MA Hannan and his son for their alleged crimes
against humanity during the Liberation War in 1971. After receiving the formal
charges and other documents, the International Crimes Tribunal-1 fixed
December 11, 2016 to decide about taking the charges into cognisance. Hannan,
80, lawmaker from Trishal in Mymensingh, is the second sitting lawmaker
facing charges of committing crimes during the War.>® Executed war criminal
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury was arrested in December 2010 when he was a
lawmaker of BNP, the then opposition in parliament. The other accused are
Hannan's son Rafique Sajjad, 62, Khandakar Golam Sabbir Ahmed, 69, Mizanur
Rahman Mintu, 63, Hormuj Ali, 73, Mohammad Abdus Sattar, 64, Mohammad
Fakruzzaman, 61, and Khandakar Golam Rabbani, 63. Of the eight, Sattar,
Fakruzzaman and Rabbani are on the run, while the rest including Hannan are
behind bars.”” The tribunal's investigation agency on July 1 said to have found
evidence against the eight and handed over the probe report, statements of the
witnesses and other documents to the chief prosecutor's office. The prosecution
submitted the formal charges and other documents to the tribunal on 30
October 2016 through its registrar's office.”® Most of the accused were either

>0 Retrieved from http://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/mayhem-bbaria-1306942. Cited verbatim.
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involved with Muslim League or Islami Chhatra Sangha, the then student wing
of Jamaat-e-Islami during the War, according to the agency. Both Muslim
League and Jamaat fought against the country's independence. Currently, they
are involved in the politics of Jatiya Party and Jamaat, it added.”® The accused
had links with three torture camps set up at Mymensingh District Rest House,
East Pakistan Agricultural University campus, now Bangladesh Agricultural
University, and Hannan's house on Rambabu Road under Kotwali Police Station
in the district, according to the agency. ®

0 The Asian Development Bank has scaled up financing for Bangladesh by 60

percent to $8 billion for 2016-2020 in order to help the country get over
infrastructure constraints and improve human capital. The Manila-based lender
disclosed its lending plans as it announced its Country Partnership Strategy
(CPS) at a programme at the National Economic Council in Dhaka on 2
November 2016.” The financing for the next five years will also seek to help the
country support economic corridor development, improve rural livelihood, and
enable it to provide climate and disaster resilient infrastructure and services.
“The new Country Partnership Strategy is founded on Bangladesh's remarkable
success,” said ADB Country Director Kazuhiko Higuchi while making a
presentation on the plans.”® Half of the loan amount would be given on
concessional terms while the remainder would carry market-based interest
rates, according to an ADB official. ®The concessional part carries interest rates
of less than 2 percent, with a 25-year repayment period, including an eight-year
grace period. The market-based lending carries interest rates of the London
Interbank Offered Rate plus 0.5 percent, 1 percent commitment charge on
undisbursed funds, and it would be offered for up to 20 years with a five-year
grace period. Higuchi said the new CPS was aligned with Bangladesh's Seventh
Five-Year Plan.%

0 More than 3,000 Bangladeshi nationals, who went to Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to

perform Hajj this year in 2016, are yet to return home after performing the
pilgrimage, reports the gulf-times.com. ®The gulf-times report added that the
last flight with of pilgrims from Saudi Arabia to Bangladesh reached landed on
17 October last month. “Over 3,000 hajj pilgrims are yet to return home from
Saudi Arabia. Many passengers also returned through a third carrier.*® So, we
are awaiting the actual figures from the Saudi Arabian hajj office and the
immigration department,” Abu Saleh Mostafa Kamal, director, the hajj
department in Dhaka, was quoted to have said. According to the religious affairs
ministry of Saudi Arabia, nearly 101,758 Bangladeshis performed the hajj this
year, the report added.®” Saleh Mostafa Kamal warned that stern action would
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be taken if anybody or any agency was involved in human trafficking under the
pretext of sending passengers to perform hajj or Umrah, reads the report. “We
won’t tolerate any irregularities in this respect as the country’s image is
involved,” he was also quoted to have said.®®

Maldives
Maldives
Gasim throws support behind Gayoom

Gasim Ibrahim has thrown his support behind former President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, declaring the 78-year-old to be the rightful leader of the divided ruling
Progressive Party of the Maldives. Following a meeting the tourism tycoon and head of
the Jumhooree Party backed Gayoom’s decision to withdraw support from his half-
brother and incumbent president, Abdulla Yameen, who has been put in charge of PPM
by the civil court. The JP and the Gayoom faction of the PPM did not announce a formal
coalition, but said they had discussed working together at “different levels, in and out of
the People’s Majlis for reform.” A senior JP member told the Maldives Independent that
the new relations between the two parties “could be called an alliance, but is not formal
enough to be a coalition.”®

Maldives re-appointed as Chair of AOSIS for next two years 2017-2018.

“It’'s an endorsement of the leadership shown by the Maldives on global issues” says
Foreign Minister Asim

On 31 October 2016, the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) confirmed Maldives to
continue chairmanship of the group for the next two years (2017-2018) at its plenary
meeting. Reacting to the decision of the AOSIS, Foreign Minister Dr Mohamed Asim
said that “It’s an endorsement of the leadership that the Maldives has shown on global
issues. The Maldives will remain committed to promoting issues relevant to the small
island developing states”.

The Maldives has been the chair of AOSIS since January 2015 and worked with
the membership of 44 States and observers, drawn from Africa, Caribbean, Indian
Ocean, Mediterranean, Pacific and South China Sea.

Under the Maldives chairmanship, AOSIS played a significant role in shaping
international consensus on the 2030 Development Agenda and the Paris Climate
Agreement, both were concluded in 2015. “The Foreign Ministry’s partnership with the
Ministry of Environment and Energy has been the key. Ambassador Ahmed Sareer, the
Maldives Permanent Representative to the UN has been so skillful in steering the AOSIS
towards these successes.” Minister Asim said.

The AOSIS was formed in 1990 following an initiative launched by the Maldives
in 1989 at the first ever small states conference held in Kurumba Maldives in November
1989. Since then the Alliance has been the key global advocate on issues of climate
change and sustainable development.”

Maldives vows to capture escaped 1988 coup leader

68, .
Ibid.
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Home minister Azleen Ahmed vowed to soon capture and bring back the escaped
Abdullah Luthufee, the businessman who orchestrated the failed coup against the
Maldives government on November 3, 1988.

Speaking at the ceremony held in the island of Fulidhoo in Vaavu atoll to
celebrate Victory Day commemorating the Maldives’ victory over 1988’s attempted
coup, the home minister disclosed that Luthufee’s passport has been officially cancelled,
effectively preventing him from escaping his current hideaway. However, the minister
did not reveal in which country Luthufee is in.

Luthufee in collaboration with Ahmed “Sagaru” Nasir of Addu atoll Hithadhoo
Island had hired Sri Lankan mercenaries to overthrow the then-President Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom’s government 28 years ago. Charged with treason and the murders of
several innocents during the attempted coup, Luthufee had been put on death row
before his sentence was changed to life imprisonment.

However, Luthufee had fled when he was sent abroad for medical treatment
during former president Mohamed Nasheed’s regime. Rumours allege that he is
currently living in the neighbouring country of Sri Lanka. Meanwhile, the Criminal
Court has ordered the police to arrest and bring Luthufee back to the Maldives.

The home ministry had earlier offered a reward of MVR 100,000 to any informant
that provides information allowing authorities to arrest Luthufee, who is said to be
living under the fake moniker “Zaan”. The police are also probing allegations that
Luthufee had faked documentations to go overseas for treatment.

The home minister further noted in his speech that all instances of external
attacks on the Maldives were facilitated via treasonous individuals within the nation.

“Whether it is the Portuguese or Malabar armies or Tamil mercenaries (of Sri
Lanka) who come to assault us, it is a truth that all of us should know that they came so
because of a few traitors lusting after the power to rule,” he said, referring to previous
attacks on the Maldives throughout history.

Minister Azleen also stressed that difference in opinion among the public should
never compromise national security, especially as anti-defamation and freedom of
speech are integrated into the Constitution.

Assuring that the government will make any sacrifice for the nation’s
independence and peace, the home minister added that the nation’s defence force is
prepared against any attacks the nation may ever have to face.”

China issues Travel Advisory to Maldives due to Zika

The Chinese Government issued a Travel Advisory to the Maldives over the risk of Zika
virus transmission. The travel warning issued by the General Administration of
Supervision Inspection and Quarantine (GASIQ) recommended Chinese citizens not to
travel to the Maldives for a period of three months. Referring to the notice, some news
agencies reported that this was issued on November 1. China being one of the main
tourism markets of the Maldives, this warning comes after the archipelago was listed as
a country under risk of Zika. Moreover, the travel advisory urged its citizens to take
preventive measures like maximum coverage of the body to avoid mosquito bites, and
advised pregnant ladies not to travel as they are at higher risk of transmitting the
disease. It is noteworthy that 50 tourists who came to the Maldives has been tested for
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Zika with none of them being testing positive. However, two tourists had been tested
positive after they left the Maldives, but the origin of the disease’s transmission has not
been confirmed. China was the biggest market for the Maldives’ tourism sector over the
past five years. However, the total number of tourists from the Asian giant this year has
fallen by 13 percent. Chinese media predicts that this amount will continue to drop in
days to come.”

MDP leadership re-election case to court

Former deputy of main opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) Alhan Fahmy
filed a lawsuit against MDP to elect a new leader and deputy at the lower court. Alhan
Fahmy, who was exiled from MDP for acting in violation of the party’s interests, filed
the lawsuit citing that the term of the current leader, former president Mohamed
Nasheed and deputy leader Mohamed Shifaz, was up. After Nasheed was jailed on
terrorism charges last year, the government controlled parliament had amended the
Political Parties Act to deny convicts from serving in party leadership positions. MDP
had rejected the politically motivated amendment, insisting that Nasheed was still its
leader, even after the Elections Commission deemed the opposition party leader’s post
vacant following the amendment.

In addition, Alhan said that Dr Ibrahim Didi was elected as the leader of MDP on
May 2011 while Alhan himself was elected as the deputy leader. However, they were
removed from power on April 30, 2012 despite the tenure being incomplete. Alhan has
teamed up with former MDP chairperson Moosa Manik to initiate a reform program
accusing Nasheed of ‘hijacking’ the party. Manik, who serves as the deputy parliament
speaker, has joined forces with former top MDP officials to “bring the party back on
track.” Manik insisted that the reform program will pursue legal means, pointing out
that Nasheed has gotten rid of anyone who opposed him.

Manik was dismissed from the party for breaking a party whip line during a
parliamentary vote. However, the Elections Commission had later reversed the decision.
“MDP stands to suffer by joining MUO [Maldives United Opposition]. So we need to
reform the party before the 2018 presidential elections,” he insisted. The Civil Court has
now accepted the lawsuit. It is noteworthy that while a lawsuit has been filed to the
Civil Court regarding internal matters of the main opposition, the ruling Progressive
Party of Maldives (PPM)’s full control was also handed over from its leader to the party’s
adviser through a court order.”

Maldives president urges public stand against attacks on independence,
solidarity

President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom urged the nation to defend against any attack
on the country’s independence and harmony that may come from within or outside
forces. In his speech to mark Victory Day which is celebrated on November 3, President
Yameen declared that rebels similar to the traitors that attempted to overthrow the
government 28 years ago still exist even in fewer numbers to this day. Stressing on the
morals to be gained from the national security forces that had sacrificed their lives to
protect the Maldives on that day, the president said it is the responsibility of the new
generations to maintain the independence and sovereignty of the nation in the future.

7 http://en.mihaaru.com/china-issues-travel-advisory-to-maldives-due-to-zika/
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“This can be achieved by raising the priority of the nation over one’s own and
committing to that sacred resolve,” he said. Recalling the danger and terror of that day
before the Maldives emerged victorious, President Yameen also mentioned the material
and financial losses to the archipelago that resulted from the coup. The Maldives’
Victory Day commemorates the attempted coup from a number of local traitors in
collaboration with a Sri Lankan terrorist group on November 3, 1988. The attack had
ultimately failed and the group fled the country, and the Maldives has been celebrating
its victory and continued independence, which has not been compromised since its
British occupation ended in 1965, every year on the third of November.”*

Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka
India and Sri Lanka hold Ministerial-level talks on fishermen issues

India and Sri Lanka held Ministerial level talks on fishermen issues yesterday, in New
Delhi. External Affairs Minister Mrs. Sushma Swaraj and Minister of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare Mr. Radha Mohan Singh met with the Sri Lankan Minister for Foreign
Affairs Mr. Mangala Samaraweera and Minister for Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development Mr. Mahinda Amaraweera of Sri Lanka. Minister of State for Road
Transport, Highways & Shipping Mr. Pon Radhakrishnan and Sri Lankan Member of
Parliament Mr M.A. Sumanthiran were part of the two delegations.

The Ministers exchanged views on possible mechanisms to help find a
permanent solution to the fishermen issues.

They agreed on the setting up of a Joint Working Group on Fisheries to meet
every three months and a meeting between the Ministers for Fisheries every six months.
The delegations would include representatives from the Ministries of Foreign Affairs,
the Coast Guards and Navies of both countries. The 1st Ministerial Meeting would be
held on January 02, 2017 in Colombo.

The Terms of Reference for the Joint Working Group (JWG) would include (i)
expediting the transition towards ending the practice of bottom trawling at the earliest,
(ii)) working out the modalities for the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for
handing over of apprehended fishermen, and (iii) ascertaining possibilities for
cooperation on patrolling. The issue of the release of detained fishing vessels will be
discussed at the first JWG meeting.

Both governments agreed on the setting up a hotline between the two Coast
Guards.

There was support for expediting the provision of communication tracking sets
to the fishermen.

Both governments agreed to the request by the Fishermen Associations that
there should be no violence and no loss of life in the handling of fishermen by the
Navies and Coast Guards of the two countries.

They agreed to encourage the Fishermen Associations of the two countries to meet
every six months to take further their dialogue from the meeting held on November 2,
2016 in New Delhi.
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The Ministers noted that the process is underway for the release of fishermen
presently in custody on either side.”

China to assist kidney patients in Sri Lanka

A research center will be established at the Peradeniya University Premises with
Chinese assistance to find causes for the Chronic Kidney Disease of uncertain origin
prevailing in 12 districts. The Chinese government will grant USD one billion for the
project which is to be established in a land of seven and a half acres. According to the
Health Minister Dr. Rajitha Senarathne, the project will provide two mobile laboratories
and the essential equipment to treat kidney patients. The health staff will also be
trained under the project.”

Northern province Chief Minister C.V. Wigneswaran complains to EU about Sri
Lankan army running schools

Northern Province Chief Minister C.V. Wigneswaran has complained to the European
Union (EU) human rights inspection team that the Sri Lankan army is running
hundreds of schools in his province when it has no right to do so under the 13th
amendment of the constitution. Quoting the Tamil daily Thinakkural, it said
Wigneswaran had complained that in Vavuniya, Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu districts,
the army’s Civil Defence Unit is running 344 primary schools, employing 689 Tamil
women as teachers at good salaries, when as per the constitution, school education is a
devolved subject and schools in the province are to be run by the provincial ministry of
education. The number of teachers in the army-run primary schools is the same as the
number of teachers working in the provincial council-run primary schools, the Chief
Minister pointed out in his interaction with the EU headed by Jean Lambert MEP.

He also said that in the schools run by the army, teachers are made to wear a
uniform which has raised concerns among the people as to whether they are being
recruited to the army. Wigneswaran strongly opposed a suggestion by former President
Chandrika Kumaratunga that Tamil women employees of the provincial administration
be posted in police stations to deal with cases involving women. He said that Tamil
women do not want to work in police stations. As an alternative, he suggested that
educated Tamil women be recruited to the provincial administration to liaise between
women supplicants and the police. But no action has been taken on his suggestion, the
Chief Minister told the EU team. The team was in Sri Lanka to assess Sri Lanka’s
eligibility to get back the GSP-plus trade concessions in terms of its human rights
record.

Sri Lanka had lost the concessions in 2010 on account of its poor rights record at
that time. Wigneswaran’s objection to Tamil women working in police stations stems
from the fear that their security might be at stake, given the fact that the Sri Lankan
police force is almost completely uni-ethnic with Sinhalese having an overwhelming
presence and thirty years of war has coloured the Tamils’ perception of the police. The
CM complained about the army using 50,000 acres of land in the Northern Province to
cultivate crops and trade in them, while the original Tamil owners of the lands are
looking to others to give them food. Sinhalese fishermen from the South fish in
Northern waters even using illegal methods with the help of the armed forces while
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local Tamil fishermen are denied the right, and even taken into custody for alleged
illegal fishing. The CM asked the EU delegation to press the Sri Lankan government to
withdraw the army from the North since the war had ended seven years ago. In his
estimation, 100,000 troops are still stationed in his province. De-militarization of the
North is one of the 15 stipulations of the EU for restoring GSP-Plus trade concessions.”

Human Rights Commission tells UN Committee 00T OOOOA 01 OO0ET
30E , AT EAG

The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL) has disclosed that torture is
routinely used in all parts of Sri Lanka, regardless of the nature of the suspected offence
for which the person is arrested.

In a 17-page report submitted to the UN Committee Against Torture for the
review of the 5th periodic report of Sri Lanka, HRCSL also pointed out that even though
the Commission had requested for information from the Attorney-General’s
Department on the number of indictments filed and convictions under the Convention
Against Torture Act, but to date is yet to receive the requested information.

“The Commission following its appointment in late October 2015 found there
have been long delays in dealing with torture complaints, with the sense these cases
were not prioritised in the past, and has taken action to expedite investigations.
Further, due to weak documentation and archiving systems, hamper its ability to
provide greater breakdown of data. The Commission is streamlining its inquiry and
investigation processes, including training for staff, mechanisms ensure staff
accountability and formulating procedural manuals. To support effective inquiry and
investigation the Commission is adopting measures to strengthen its documentation
and archiving systems and procedures as well,” HRCSL said in its report.

The commission has also called for the amendment of the definition of torture in
Section 12 of the Convention Against Torture Act and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment Act no 22 of 1994 to expand the definition of
torture to all acts of torture, including those causing severe suffering, in accordance
with article 1 of the Convention Against Torture.”

China to support Sri Lanka development: Envoy

China will continue to support Sri Lanka's economic and social development, to further
help Sri Lanka become a financial centre in South Asia and the world, China's
Ambassador to Sri Lanka Yi Xianliang told journalists in Colombo on 1 November.
Ambassador Yi said that further cooperation between China and Sri Lanka under the
framework of "One Belt One Road" was expected as this would bring huge progress to
the island nation. Yi pointed out that within the past two years, China-Sri Lanka
relations once suffered a 'low period' but relations were back on track and China looked
forward to investing more in the island country if the country maintains a clear and
consistent policy.

The ambassador further said that a mega 1.4 billion dollar Port City project, now
known as the Colombo International Financial City had resumed construction after a
suspension of 1.5 years and this was Sri Lanka's largest direct foreign investment to date.

77 http://www.dailymirror.lk/article/CV-complains-to-EU-about-SL-army-running-schools-118617.html
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He added that China and Sri Lanka would also enter into the third round of talks
for a Free Trade Agreement this month and Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe was also working on promoting an Industrial Zone in the southern
coast of Hambantota, dedicated for Chinese investments.

All these facts, he said, had proved that the strong friendship shared between
China and Sri Lanka could stand the test of time. Regarding the Port City, Yi said that
the Chinese investors had resumed the project after the government's nod despite
suffering a loss of 1 million dollars per day due to the suspension.

Yi further noted that the Norocholai coal power plant, the only Coal Power Plant
in the country, was another major project of China-Sri Lanka cooperation, which
provides 50 per cent of electricity consumption to the island. The plant also creates a
net profit of 1 million dollars per day for the Sri Lankan government. He said the recent
power failures in the island was not caused by the internal failure of the power plant,
but was instead a breakdown of the national power grid. China has become one of Sri
Lanka's largest development partners with infrastructure construction projects worth
15.5 billion dollars completed in Sri Lanka by the end of 2015. China is also one of the
major FDI sources of Sri Lanka, with direct investments of 409 million dollars, which is
increasing rapidly, the ambassador said. China has also contributed towards the island's
tourism sector which suffered severely due to a 30 year civil conflict, with nearly
200,000 Chinese tourists visiting Sri Lanka from January to August this year.””

Finance Minister rejects comments by Chinese envoy

Finance Minister, Ravi Karunanayake, today rejected the statement made by China’s
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, stating that loans given by China to Sri Lanka were at a 2
percent interest rate. Karunanayaka told journalists that if China had given loans at 2
percent, then Sri Lanka would only pay 2 percent. “If he says they have not given loans

with interests more than 2%, we are happy because we will only have to pay 2% then,”
he said.

He further said, “I reject his statement. [ am not the Chinese Finance Minister, I
am the Sri Lankan Finance Minister.” Karunanayake later told NIA that he will make a
detailed statement on the remarks made by China’s Ambassador, Yi Xianliang, after
studying the contents. Xianliang, on 1* November in a rare press conference said it was
unfair for Sri Lanka to term loans given by China’s EXIM Bank as ‘expensive’ and
questioned the government as to why it had sought fresh loans from China if the
interest rates were ‘too high’. He said he had already spoken to Ravi Karunanayake, Sri
Lanka’s Finance Minister over the issue. “I know he has criticized this issue many times,
publicly. All the Chinese business people complain to the Chinese government as to
why loans are given to other countries at 2 percent. For them it is at least 5 percent. So
this is really unfair for Sri Lanka to call these rates expensive,” the Ambassador said.
(Colombo Gazette)

2 Xinhua news agency in English 1422 gmt 2 Nov 16
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South Asia

1. Pakistan backtracks on decision to deport Sharbat Gula®*

Pakistan officials said on last Saturday that Sharbat Gula would no longer be deported
from Pakistan. Gula was due to have been deported on Monday, back to Afghanistan.
Gula was arrested by Pakistan's Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) on 26 October at her
house in the Nauthia area and charged with having a fake Computerized National
Identity Card (CNIC). A day after her arrest, the United Nations High Commissioner
distanced itself from Gula, claiming that she was not a registered refugee. Meanwhile, a
number of officials from different political parties have asked their government not to
deport Gula. According to Dawn News, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf chairman Imran Khan
also asked KP Chief Minister Pervez Khattak to not deport Gula. KP's home department,
following the decision, has also stopped implementation of the decision to deport her,
the news article stated. The decision was taken on humanitarian grounds and as a
goodwill gesture towards Afghanistan, Dawn News reported. This comes after Amnesty
International said on Friday last week that the deportation of Gula from Pakistan was a
grave injustice. Earlier in the week, a special anti-corruption and immigration court in
Peshawar ordered the deportation of Gula after she serves a 15-day jail sentence and
pays a fine of Rsuio, ooo.

2. Ghani-Abdullah Rift not resolved despite several meetings®’

The Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah's office on Sunday said the National Unity
Government (NUG) leaders have met with each other several times in recent days but
they have not resolved their disagreements over a few matters. "Overall, a number of
meetings were held between the NUG leaders before and after the Brussels Summit.
They [the two leaders] have agreed over a number of disagreements, but a number of
issues still need to be discussed,” said Jawed Faisal, deputy spokesman for the CEO.
Meanwhile, Bashir Ahmad Tayanj, a spokesman for Junbishe Milli (National Islamic
Movement) Party, said the tension between President Ashraf Ghani and the First Vice
President Abdul Rashid Dostum has also not yet ended. According to reports, efforts
made by a number of political parties to end the rift between the NUG leaders have also
not yet had positive results. When Afghanistan needs stability and peace, rift between
top leaders will not yield desired results.
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3. Nearly 200 security forces under siege by Taliban®®

A number of Parliament Members (MPs) and the families of soldiers have said almost
200 security force members are under siege by the Taliban in four districts of Uruzgan
and southern Helmand provinces. They have appealed to government to step in and
help. MPs from the provinces and families of the affected soldiers said if government
does not break the siege, there will be shocking consequences. The families indicate
that the soldiers have been under siege for about two months but the Ministry of
Defense (MoD) has said the issue has been resolved. Nearly 200 soldiers have been
under Taliban siege in the Gizab, Chora, Deh Rawudand Charchino districts of Uruzgan
province. There have however been reports in the past of soldiers under siege who have
then been kidnapped and killed by insurgents.

4. Taliban to be eliminated in a month, regional intelligence fueling war®
The Ministry of Defense of Afghanistan (MoD) has said the elimination of the
Taliban group fighters will not take more than a month but the regional intelligence
fuelling the Afghan war by supporting the anti-government armed militants. MoD
spokesman Gen. Dawlat Waziri told reporters in Kabul that the ongoing war and
violence in the country is an intelligence war, insisting that the Taliban resistance
would not last more than a month if the group would wage insurgency alone. He did
not elaborate further regarding any specific regional intelligence agency but the
Afghan officials have long been criticizing Pakistan’s Inter Services Intelligence for
supporting the Afghan militants. The Afghan officials are saying that the leadership
group of the Taliban and other militant groups including the Hagqani terrorist
network are based in Pakistan and are openly convening gatherings besides planning
and coordinating attacks in Afghanistan.

In the meantime, General Waziri said the Afghan forces recently seized a vehicle
packed with hundreds of weapons, thousands of ammunition and explosives as the
militants were looking to transport it to equip their fighters. He said the Afghan
forces confiscated 430 Pakistani weapons including pistols and 23,800 rounds of
ammunition in Badghis province. General Waziri appeared in a press conference to
update the media following a deadly clash in Kunduz on Thursday that left around
30 civilians dead. Blaming the Taliban group for the civilian casualties, General
Waziri said the group continues to use the civilians as human shield and the group’s
leaders and fighters are even reckless regarding their own family members.

5. 45,000 insurgents in Afghanistan: UN Experts®®

Fighters loyal to al-Qaeda have taken on a more active supporting role for the
Taliban during the current offensive in Afghanistan while the position of Daesh in
the country "has distinctly weakened," UN experts said in a report circulated on
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Friday. The experts said the Afghan government and several other countries
estimate that there are about 45,000 opposition fighters in Afghanistan and between
20 and 25 percent are foreigners. The experts said several countries highlighted that
relations between the Taliban and al-Qaeda strengthened during the time Mullah
Akhtar Mansour led the Taliban and the improved ties have continued under his
successor, Haibatullah Akhundzada. The experts, who monitor sanctions against al-
Qaeda and the Taliban, said in the report to the U.N Security Council that Daesh has
lost territory and fighters. As for foreign fighters, the report said the largest
proportion — approximately 7,500 to 7,600 - fled Pakistan as a result of military
operations and were fighting alongside the Afghan Taliban. A second group
reportedly comprises fighters from China, Russia and Central Asia fighting with
Daesh including the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, while the third group
comprises Daesh fighters and the fourth al-Qaeda and its affiliates, the report said.

6. EU, ADB pledge $76m in aid for Afghan agriculture®

The European Union (EU) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) would provide
Afghanistan $76 million in aid until 2022 for agriculture development under an
agreement signed on Wednesday. The aid contract was signed between Finance
Minister Eklil Hakimi, ADB’s country director in Afghanistan, Thomas Panella, and
Gonzalo Serrano, the EU Delegation deputy head for cooperation, in the presence of
Asadullah Zamir, the minister of agriculture, irrigation and livestock, in Kabul. Eklil
Hakimi, during the signing ceremony, said of the $76 million aid, $50 would be provided
by the EU and the $26 million by the ADB. He said with the aid provision, 21 huge
projects would be launched by the ministries of agriculture, irrigation and livestock and
energy and water in the sth Amu-river basin located in the northeast of the country,
encompassing Badakhshan, Baghlan, Kunduz, Takhar and Bamyan provinces. He said
the projects would directly benefit 400,000 people and irrigate 186,000 acres of land.
The projects also included the training of 6,300 farmers. According to Hakimi, besides
spending the aid, the Afghanistan government would also contribute $750 million to the
projects.

7. Zakhilwal confirms Qatar meetings with Taliban®
The Afghan government acknowledges it has long been in contact with the Taliban as
part of its quest for peace in the country. In an interview published in The News on
Tuesday, Ambassador Dr. Umar Zakhilwal confirmed that peace talks in Qatar were
held several rounds of meetings. Many problems with the Taliban would be resolved in
upcoming meetings, the diplomat hoped, saying he would not raise expectations of the
people. The ambassador said most Afghans desire peace while a few had reservations
about a recent peace deal with the Gulbadin Hekmatyar-led Hezb-i-Islami Afghanistan.
The restoration of peace and efforts to find a solution to problems through negotiations
would yield positive results for Afghanistan, Pakistan and the region. In response to a
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question, he said Pakistan had always played a positive role in trying to help restore
peace in Afghanistan.

Afghanistan

0 Bilawal Bhutto slams Pak minister for Taliban photo session after Quetta
attack

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Chairperson Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari slammed the
country’s Interior Minister for having a photo session with the Taliban hours after a
deadly attack on Quetta police academy. Speaking to reporters after visiting the injured
police cadets, Bilawal said the minister met with the Taliban and had a photo session
with them less than 48 hours after the Quetta attack. “Instead of seeing the Taliban
behind bars, the good Taliban or the bad Taliban, the facilitators, the financiers, we see
Dr. Hussain of PPP behind bars, we see the mayor of Karachi behind bars,” he was
quoted as saying in a report by Dawn News.

Bilawal’s gesture towards good and Taliban was apparently aimed at the distinction by
Pakistani officials towards the Afghan Taliban.At least 61 people were killed and scores
of others were wounded after a group of heavily armed militants stormed into the police
academy last week.”

0 Jawzjan women pick up arms to fight insurgents

A number of women have picked up arms in Darzab district in Jawzjan in order to fight
insurgents in the province, local officials said on November 1, 2016. The officials said the
women took the decision after the insurgents' oppression surged on them and their
family members were killed by Taliban and Daesh militants.

"At least 15 women have picked up weapons in Darzab district to fight against
Taliban and Daesh insurgents and the security forces have praised their courage," a
spokesman for Provincial Governor, Mohammad Reza Ghafoori said. Meanwhile,
Darzab District Governor Ramatullah Hashar said the insurgents have killed family
members of the women and they want to take the revenge. A number of women in
Sheberghan, the capital city of the province, meanwhile praised their move and said
they believe that the move shows that women are also ready to defend the country. "We
are praising this move by the women in Darzab and it is a sign of their preparation for
protecting their country,” Mitra, a resident of Sherberghan said.**

0 Pakistan warns Taliban for sidelining Islamabad from talks with Afghan
govt
Pakistan has asked the Taliban leaders to leave the country with their family members if
they sidelined Islamabad from peace talks with the Afghan government, it has been
reported. Two senior Taliban leaders quoted in a report by VOA’s Afghanistan service
have said that Pakistan have warned the group that Islamabad should not be sidelined
from the talks. According to the report, Islamabad is apparently worried of the recent
secret talks between the Taliban group leaders and the Afghan government
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representatives. The ultimatum was reportedly given after some senior Taliban leaders
visited Pakistan to discuss with the Pakistani officials regarding the secret talks with the
Afghan government.

The Taliban leaders who visited Pakistan were Maulvi Shahabuddin Dilawar, a
former ambassador to Pakistan, Mullah Jan Muhammad Madani, a former foreign
minister under the Taliban regime in the 1990s, and Mullah Abdul Salam, a former
deputy education minister. A Taliban official earlier said the discussions being held in
Pakistan follow successful contacts made with both Afghan and US officials in recent
months.”

0 Minister urges serious action against drugs

The counter-narcotics minister, Salamat Azimi, at a gathering on November 1, 2016. said
the drugs problem will affect the entire country if the international community does not
fulfill its commitments to Afghanistan's anti-drugs and counter-narcotics mission. "If
the world does not pay attention as it is expected and as they vowed, be sure that this
problem will extend to the countries that create problems for us in any way," she said.
Present at the event, the hajj and religious affairs minister Faiz Mohammad Osmani
said poppy cultivation and the use of drugs are un-Islamic acts and are the main reasons
behind the insecurity in the country.

"When we send the subject for Friday sermons at mosques, sometimes we add
drugs and other social problems in it," Osmani said. "Cultivation of poppy, its
production and use of it is forbidden. Even if you want to give as a gift to someone," said
Qiyamuddin Kashaf, head of Afghanistan's Ulema Council. Meanwhile, a number of
lawmakers from the counter-narcotics commission of Meshrano Jirga (Upper House of
Parliament) said government has failed in its campaign against drugs.*®

0 Turkmenistan builds railway to Afghanistan

Construction of the Atamyrat-Imamnazar (Turkmenistan) - Akina (Afghanistan) section
of the Asian International Railway Transport Corridor (Phase 1) has been completed, the
Foreign Ministry of Turkmenistan said in a message Oct. 31. Construction of the
Turkmen-Afghan railway started June 5, 2013. The total length of the transnational
highway is 88 kilometers, 85 kilometers of them run through the Turkmen territory,
and the remaining 3 kilometers run between Imam Nazar and Akina border points. The
launching ceremony of the Turkmen-Afghan railway in Akina station was attended by
the heads of the railway ministries of the two countries, as well as representatives of
local authorities.

The speakers at the ceremony said that Afghanistan expects a large social and
economic impact from the new route. Main construction and assembly work at the
stations, engineering facilities, supporting infrastructure objects has been completed.
Turkmen and Afghan local builders together with the specialists of the Ukrainian
company Altcom constructed two railway bridges on the highway over branches of wide
Karakum River, at its very head.®”
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0 Mi-25s supplied by India prevented further deterioration of security:
Ghani

The Afghan President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani said November 1, 2016, that the Mi-25s
supplied by India prevented further deterioration of the security situation of the
country. Speaking during a joint conference of the leadership of security institutions,
President Ghani said “The situation could further deteriorate if the Mi-25s supplied by
India would not arrive on time.”

Hailing the Afghan Air Force (AAF) leaders for their efforts to provide air
support to the Afghan forces during the ongoing fighting season, President Ghani said
“We were forced to use the Mi-17 transport helicopters as gunships during the last
Afghan fiscal year.” President Ghani further added that the Afghan nation witnessed the
re-establishment of the Afghan Air Force (AAF) during the ongoing fiscal year of 1395
and that led to an Afghan-owned decision making in providing air support to the
afghan forces.

Emphasizing on the importance of the conference, President Ghani said the
Afghan security institutions should remain target oriented for the upcoming fiscal year
of 1396 as they have passed a year of survival in 1394 and are in the process of going
through the national mobilization to defend in 1395. India started the delivery of lethal
military equipment to the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces late in
December 2015.9°

0 Zakhilwal confirms Qatar meetings with Taliban

The Afghan government acknowledges it has long been in contact with the Taliban as
part of its quest for peace in the country. In an interview published in The News on
November 1, 2016. Ambassador Dr. Umar Zakhilwal confirmed that peace talks in Qatar
were held several rounds of meetings. Many problems with the Taliban would be
resolved in upcoming meetings, the diplomat hoped, saying he would not raise
expectations of the people. The ambassador said most Afghans desire peace while a few
had reservations about a recent peace deal with the Gulbadin Hekmatyar-led Hezb-i-
Islami Afghanistan.

The restoration of peace and efforts to find a solution to problems through
negotiations would yield positive results for Afghanistan, Pakistan and the region. In
response to a question, he said Pakistan had always played a positive role in trying to
help restore peace in Afghanistan.®”

0 Nicholson calls on Pakistan to stop supporting militants

General John Nicholson, the commander of U.S and NATO forces in Afghanistan, has
called on Pakistan to stop harbouring militant groups including the Taliban. He said
that moves to weaken Afghanistan by anyone is unacceptable to the international
community particularly the U.S. Nicholson made the remarks a day after President
Ashraf Ghani announced that the current undeclared war against Afghanistan has been
changed into a declared war, predicting tough times ahead for Afghan security forces.
"We need full preparation because the current war situation has changed from an
undeclared war to a declared war,"” Ghani said
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"If last year was the year of survival and the current year was the year of integrated
defence then what will be the next year? It will be the year of fundamental mobility and
what will be our aim until 2019? Creating conditions for success," Ghani added. Analysts
suggest that the shift in US and other western countries' Pakistan policy indicates that
they have gotten to the bottom of Pakistan's counter-terror strategy. "Pakistan is
moving toward isolation, the United States seems to be very tired and wants to say the
final word to Pakistan and that is ask Pakistan to take serious actions against terrorism,"
said MP Igbal Safai."*’

0 Noor reacts to political agreement report with Ghani for leaving Balkh

The provincial governor of northern Balkh province Ata Mohammad Noor has rejected
reports of political agreement with President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani to leave Balkh
and assume a key post in the capital. Noor issued a statement after a report emerged on
a local newspaper suggesting that the prominent political figure belonging to Jamiat-e-
Islami has agreed to leave Balkh province.

Calling the report as baseless, Noor said he had discussions with President Ghani
in consultation with the President of Jamiat-e-Islami regarding the power share of their
team, insisting that respect to the share of their belongs to those who have stood with
the party following a same path. He said no agreement has been reached regarding his
transfer from Balkh to capital Kabul as he emphasized that he serves for the nation.”

0 Abdullah urges full membership for Afghanistan at SCO summit

Delivering a speech at the 15th prime minister's summit of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, Afghan CEO Abdullah Abdullah on November 3, 2016, requested
Afghanistan be made a full member of the SCO and that its members support the move.
He said Afghanistan attaches great importance to the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization as a regional platform for addressing international terrorism, violent
extremism, separatism and narcotics through confidence-building and enhanced
economic and security cooperation.

He said Afghanistan's request for becoming a full-fledged member of the SCO is
"testimony of my government's firm resolve to participate and contribute to the
discussions and policy lines adopted by this forum. I am, therefore, requesting that all
SCO members extend their full support for Afghanistan's membership." The 15th prime
minister's summit was held November 3, 2016, in Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan and member
states were expected to discuss issues of trade, economy and scientific-technical
cooperation. Attending the summit are full member countries, observer countries,
dialogue partners and non-governmental organizations including the UN Secretariat.
Kyrgyzstan Prime Minister Sooronbay Jeenbekov is chairing this year's summit."*

0 Russia to support Afghanistan in all sectors: Abdullah

Russia has reaffirmed commitment to support Afghanistan in all sectors as the the Chief
Executive Abdullah Abdullah and the Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev met on
the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit to discuss the
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bilateral cooperation between Kabul and Moscow. The Office of the Chief Executive
said the two sides discussed regarding the SCO summit and bilateral cooperation
between the two nations. Hailing Moscow’s efforts for maintaining peace and stability,
Abdullah said the SCO plays a key role for the regional peace and fight against
terrorism. Pointing towards the improved relations between Kabul and Moscow,
Abdullah said Moscow has supported Afghanistan in fight against Al Qaeda and
terrorism before the Taliban regime was toppled but emphasized that the relations have
further improved in the past 15 years. Abdullah further added that Afghanistan
witnesses developments in different sectors despite grappling with the fight against
terrorism.'”

0 Afghan green-eyed girl set to return home

Afghan Ambassador to Pakistan Hazrat Omar Zakhilwal said November 4, 2016, Sharbat
Gula, the famous Afghan green-eyed girl, will be released from a Pakistan prison and
will return to Afghanistan on November 7, 2016. A Pakistani court in Peshawar
sentenced Gula to 15 days in prison, a fine and deportation after being found to have
had a fake identity card. Gula however rejected the charges. Gula has already served
nine days in prison.

The Afghan embassy in Islamabad has confirmed that Gula will return to
Afghanistan soon. "Sharbat Bibi will be released on November 7, 2016, and will come to
Kabul. Afghan people will welcome her back at a special ceremony. She will spend the
rest of her life in Afghanistan. We tried to release her sooner through diplomatic
discussions, but it did not happen," said Abdullah Waheed Poyan, the Afghan consul-
general in Peshawar. He said she has to serve the remaining six days and pay a 110,000
Pakistani Rupee fine. "She has violated Pakistan's law. She was brought to justice," said
Nafees Zakaria, a spokesman for the Pakistani foreign affairs ministry. Gula has become
the symbol of Afghan girls around the world and shot to fame after her photograph
appeared on the cover of National Geographic."*

0 45,000 opposition fighters operating in Afghanistan, UN experts say

At least 45,000 opposition forces are operating in Afghanistan with foreign insurgents
comprising around 20 to 25 of the forces, the United Nations experts have said. The
experts informed regarding the estimated number of the insurgents as they presented a
report to the United Nations Security Council on November 4, 2016. According to the
report, the Taliban militants group’s relations with the Al-Qaeda terrorist network have
strengthened, specifically during the Mullah Akhtar Mansoor times. The report further
added that the relations between Taliban and Al-Qaeda are still persisting since the new
Taliban leader assumed charge of the group after Mullah’s Mansoor’s death.

The report also added that the position of the loyalists of the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (ISIS) terrorist group has distinctly weakened in the country. This comes as
the regional countries are concerned the attempts by the terrorist groups to expand
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foothold in Afghanistan as they fear the growing instability could further destabilize the
region.'”
0 3o terrorist groups operating in Afghanistan: Ghani

President Ashraf Ghani has said 30 terrorist organizations are operating in Afghanistan
and the country could not be stabilized by militia forces and illegal armed groups, but
by Afghan security forces. A statement from the Presidential Palace said the president
was addressing a joint conference of commanders from security and defence organs, the
Afghan National Army (ANA), police, the National Directorate of Security (NDS) and
the Resolute Support (RS) on November 5, 2016, night.

At the beginning, Chief of Army Staff Gen. Qadam Shah Shahim thanked the
president for giving a special attention to the Afghan forces equipment. Shahim said the
conference also discussed the president’s important directives to security forces at the
start of the conference. All security and defence forces were proud of serving the
country under leadership of the president, he said. The Afghan forces were ready for any
sacrifices in the defence of the people, he said.
The statement quoted President Ghani as once again praising the Afghan forces’
sacrifices.

“As the president of this country, it is my responsibility to convince the world
and attract attention of world leaders towards Afghanistan. It were sacrifices of our
security forces that our international allies once again renewed their commitments,” the
statement quoted the president as saying. All the Afghans now knew their security
forces were the only source of stability and law enforcement in the country, he said."®

0 Ghani-Abdullah rift not resolved despite several meetings

The Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah's office on November 6, 2016, said the National
Unity Government (NUG) leaders have met with each other several times in recent days
but they have not resolved their disagreements over a few matters. "Overall, a number
of meetings were held between the NUG leaders before and after the Brussels Summit.
They [the two leaders] have agreed over a number of disagreements, but a number of
issues still need to be discussed," said Jawed Faisal, deputy spokesman for the CEO.
Meanwhile, Bashir Ahmad Tayanj, a spokesman for Junbishe Milli (National Islamic
Movement) Party, said the tension between President Ashraf Ghani and the First Vice
President Abdul Rashid Dostum has also not yet ended.

"Even 10 percent of our demands have not been addressed. We wanted our
demands addressed because we are a party of the system and we are the makers of the
new system," he said."”’

Nepal
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15 Khaama PressiNovember 5, 2016. http://www.khaama.com/45000-opposition-fighters-operating-in-

afghanistan-un-experts-say-02210

106 Daily Outlook Afghaistan,November 5, 2016.

http://www.outlookafghanistan.net/national detail.php?post id=16594

7 Tolo NewsNovember 6, 2016. http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/28197-ghani-abdullah-rift-not-
resolved-despite-several-meetings

36



http://www.khaama.com/45000-opposition-fighters-operating-in-afghanistan-un-experts-say-02210
http://www.khaama.com/45000-opposition-fighters-operating-in-afghanistan-un-experts-say-02210
http://www.outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=16594
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/28197-ghani-abdullah-rift-not-resolved-despite-several-meetings
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/28197-ghani-abdullah-rift-not-resolved-despite-several-meetings

O«

President Pranab Mukherjee completed a three-day journey to Nepal on
November 6, 2016 - visited Kathmandu, Pokhra and Janakpur.

0 President Pranab Mukherjee was the first Indian head of state to visit Nepal in 18
years. Besides his counterparts, Vice President and Prime Minister, during the
visit, he met with leaders of the Nepali Congress, leaders of opposition party
CPN-UML and agitating Madhesi parties separately.

0 His meeting with leaders of the CPN- UML is important as CPN-UML was
engaged in anti-India lobby and also earlier blamed India for ouster of Oli
government.

0 President reiterated India’s message that India likes to “see peace, stability and

progress in Nepal.” He said, “India has an abiding interest in the socio-economic
development of Nepal. As Nepal’s closest neighbour, India takes pride in the
achievements of the people of Nepal, and in the success of her development
partnership with Nepal.”
0 President Pranab Mukherjee urged political leaders of Nepal to accommodate
the interests of broader sections of society in the new constitution. During his
State Banquet speech, he said, “They seek to achieve their objectives within a
federal and democratic framework, taking on board all sections of society. They
seek to accomplish a Constitution that responds to the needs of their diverse
social fabric. We wish you all success in this noble endeavour.”
Leaders of seven Madhesi Parties under the banner of the Samyukta Loktantrik
Madhesi Morcha, met President Pranab Mukherjee and requested him to create
pressure on the Nepal government to amend the Constitution.*®
President Pranab Mukherjee stressed on the need for timely completion of
ongoing bilateral projects and also declared that Nepali student could now study
in the IITs.
The visit was successful in restoring bilateral trust and convincing Kathmandu
for the constitutional accommodation.
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Local bodies restructuring process in final phase

Local bodies restructuring commission has now decided to request government to take
support from Madhes-based political parties in the process of restructuring of local
bodies. But the commission will not wait for the response. According to my Republica,
“the commission has maintained that it won't stop its work and submit its report based
on whatever information it gets to the government even if the Madhes-based parties do
not cooperate in the restructuring task by the end of Kartik (mid-November), the
deadline given by the prime minister to the commission to submit its report to the
government.”® There is dispute on the following eight Terai districts: Saptari, Siraha,
Dhanusha, Mahottari, Sarlahi, Rautahat, Bara and Parsa. Madhes-based parties will
allow restructuring of local bodies “only if the issue of boundaries of federal provinces
was settled at the central level.”™°

108 Mukherjee builds trust, reinforces message on constitution in Nepal
http://www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/mukherjee-builds-trust-reinforces-message-on-constitution-in-
nepal/story-rSPnxTmMeXTcgWIL1oyxDO.html, 05 November, 2016

1% commission to ask govt to seek support from Madhes parties, http://www.myrepublica.com/news/8649, 07
November 2016.
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Nepal-India water connectivity

During the President Pranab Mukherjee's visit to Nepal (November 02-04, 2016), Nepal
expressed its eagerness to develop water connectivity through Kosi and Ganga rivers
that link Nepal with the coast of India. The issue of water connectivity was raised by
Nepali Vice-President Nanda Bahadur Pun during his meeting
with President Pranab Mukherjee." “All aspects of connectivity were discussed but one
interesting thing that came up during this time and this was raised by the Vice
President and that was connectivity by water. He was talking about connectivity from
Kolkata through Hubli, the Ganga and the Kosi and this can come about if Kosi project
develops,” Indian Ambassador to Nepal Ranjit Rae told media after the meeting."

Pakistan

Pakistan

0 India and Pakistan diplomatic rift: Pakistan government is considering
pulling out from India four of its officers posted in Pakistan’s High Commission
in New Delhi. The names of the officers — commercial counsellor Syed Furrukh
Habib and first secretaries Khadim Hussain, Mudassir Cheema and Shahid Igbal
— were made public after Indian officials released to media a recorded statement
of a high commission staffer Mehmood Akhtar, who was expelled from India
after being declared persona non grata. Pakistan and India have in the past
expelled each other’s diplomats and officials due to their tense relationship, but
it is one of those rare occasions where one of the countries took the step of
revealing the identities of officers.” The Pakistani media also reported about the
identity of eight Indian officers and staffers believed to be undercover operatives
and posted at the country’s high commission. The revealed Indian agents,
according to the information leaked to the media, were, however, found to be
involved in subversive activities, including attempts to disrupt the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and create fear and chaos in the country.
They are also alleged to have been building a network of informants within
Pakistan and fabricating evidence for tarnishing the country’s image abroad. It is
expected by the Pakistani media that these agents would be declared persona
non-grata by Pakistani authorities in the coming days or India would withdraw
them.™ Foreign Office spokesperson Nafees Zakaria, at a weekly media briefing
on November 3™, formally confirmed the information leaked to the media.
Zakaria stated that the allegation against the Indian officers were that they
infiltrated social, media and political circles for propaganda purposes and
activities detrimental to Pakistan’s interests; fabricated evidence to portray

111 Economic Times, http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/nepal-keen-to-develop-
water-connectivity-with-india/articleshow/55211732.cms, 02 November 2016.

"2 |bid.

BaqirSajjad Syed, AFour of f i ©OawnNovembdré 2016,t o be cal
http://www.dawn.com/news/1293579/feafficers-likely-to-be-calledbackfrom-india

WBagirSajjadSy ed, HGEi ght | ndi an ®©®awntleembe 8, 8016, agent sé name
http://www.dawn.com/news/1293999

113

38

ec

o


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/nepal-keen-to-develop-water-connectivity-with-india/articleshow/55211732.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/nepal-keen-to-develop-water-connectivity-with-india/articleshow/55211732.cms

Pakistani state as a sponsor of terrorism; handled various factions of the
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan, instigated religious minorities and fueled
sectarianism."
Trade through CPEC starts: Pakistan and China kicked off first trade activities
under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project (CPEC) on October 31%, as
over a hundred Chinese containers arrived at the Sust port after clearance from
customs and an inaugural ceremony was held at the port on October 30™. Sust is
a village in Hunza. It’s the last town in Pakistan on the Karakoram highway
before the Chinese border. The containers left for Gwadar after custom
clearance. The ceremony was attended by Chinese officials as well as Gilgit-
Baltistan Chief Minister Hafeezur Rehman and the Force Commander of Gilgit-
Baltistan, Sagib Mahmud Malik. Police personnel were posted on the containers
as part of security measures for the CPEC. The customs superintendent at the
Sust port, Ishaq Kiani, said containers loaded with CPEC projects goods were
exempted from paying import tax."® It can be noted here that the confrontation
between the federal government and different political parties over the issue of
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is turning into a legal battle as Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly Speaker Asad Qaisar is set to file a writ petition in
Peshawar High Court on November 7™ for development of the western route at
par with the eastern route of the corridor. The petition will be filed in accordance
with the decision taken in a meeting of parliamentary parties’ heads in the
provincial assembly on October 27™."7
0 Panama gate and the Supreme Court: The Supreme Court commenced the
hearing of the Panama Papers on November 1*. A five-judge Supreme Court
bench comprising Chief Justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali, Justice Asif Saeed Khosa,
Justice Amir Hani Muslim, Justice Sheikh Azmat Saeed and Justice Ijazul Hassan
commenced the proceedings a day ahead of the anticipated lockdown of
Islamabad by Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI), on November 2™, On the docket is
a set of petitions moved by Advocate Tariq Asad, Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) chief Sirajul
Haq, PTI chief Imran Khan and Awami Muslim League head Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed asking for the appointment of a judicial commission to investigate the
investment made by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and members of his family in
an offshore investment company called Mossack Fonseca. The petitioners are
also seeking disqualification of the prime minister and his close family members
for their alleged investment in offshore companies. Former attorney general
Salman Aslam Butt will be representing the prime minister, his daughter
Maryam Nawaz, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar and son-in-law retired Capt
Mohammad Safdar. Imran Khan is being represented by a panel of lawyers
namely Hamid Khan, Naeem Bukhari, Ahmed Awais, Dr Babar Awan and
Chaudhry Faisal Hussain."® On November 1%, the Supreme Court asked the
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government and the protesting Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) to present their
respective terms of reference (ToR), in case the court decided to constitute an
inquiry commission on Panamagate. The order allowed PTI chairman Imran
Khan to call off his plan to lock down the capital on November 2™, while Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif accepted the formation of a judicial commission to
investigate the Panama Papers scam. Whenever the commission is formed, the
court assured the parties, it would be headed by a Supreme Court judge who will
exercise authority similar to the apex court. The commission’s report, whenever
it is finalised, will be taken up by the court, which will issue a binding order."
Changing role of militancy in Balochistan: The attack on Quetta’s police
academy on October 24th is part of a series of attacks in Pakistan’s urban centres
staged by the Lashkar-i-Jhangvi Al-Alami group in collaboration with the
militant Islamic State (IS) group.Al-Alami, a splinter group of the Lashkar-i-
Jhangvi, claimed responsibility for the attack and pictorial evidence floated by
the group on social media suggested that IS-Khorasan may have provided
individuals to be part of group of attackers. This is not the first time Al-Alami
and IS-Khorasan have colluded to orchestrate attacks. In July this year, the two
groups carried out a joint suicide bombing that killed 80 Hazaras in Afghanistan.
IS-Khorasan is also known to have collaborated with Jammatul Ahrar to carry out
the Quetta hospital bombing in August this year. As per Tariq Habib, a reporter
who has kept a keen eye on militancy in Balochistan, the inconsistencies in the
government’s counter-terror strategies have done more harm than good, as LJ
had also enjoyed the state’s “good Taliban” status in the past — something that
had surely strengthened the militant outfit.”’

Orange Line Metro in crisis again: The Lahore High Court (LHC) on
November 3™ issued a notice to the Lahore Development Authority (LDA)
project director on a contempt petition questioning violation of the court’s order
with regard to bidding process of a contract for the Orange Line Metro Train
project. Representing a contractor, Barrister Syed Ali Zafar argued before the
court that the LDA had fraudulently tried to terminate contract of the petitioner
and illegally taken over possession not only of the works but also the properties
of the petitioner/company. The counsel said the high court in an order issued on
October 20" had restrained the LDA from announcing the name of the
successful bidder in the re-tendering. However, he said, in blatant defiance of the
order, the LDA announced the name of the successful bidder. The counsel
argued that the act of the LDA amounted to contempt of court and was
punishable. He asked the court to initiate proceedings against the LDA project
director under contempt of court law. The court heard the arguments and sought
a reply from the respondent project director by November 8

Religious minority in Pakistan: The Levies force on November 3™ rescued 27
Hindu bonded labourers from the command area of the Mirani Dam in Kech
district of Balochistan province. The commissioner said 27 Hindu bonded

119

Nasir Illobeadks ilS€gj am; as ks Daywn MdvembePZ, 2016; o s u b mi

http://www.dawn.com/news/1293731

120

Hasham K Cheema, AThe changi ng DawencNeverober2]2016,a |

http://www.dawn.com/news/1293738
PIRLHC i ssu©sangei té neo pDawenjNeverhberd,i2016,ct or o,
http://www.dawn.com/news/1294215/Hsuesnoticeto-orangeline-projectdirector

40

t To

mi | i

RO,

ar



labourers were sent to their native area Mithi in Sindh after they were rescued
from the fields. The raid was conducted on the basis of a complaint submitted by
the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). Women and children were
among the rescued Hindu bounded labourers. A total of 45 people were working
in the Mirani dam area as bonded labourers.

0 Sectarian killings in Karachi: Gunmen struck again in the city on November
4™ and shot dead three workers of the outlawed Ahle-Sunnat Wal Jamaat, two
members of the Tableeghi-Jamaat and a prayer leader in what police suspected as
targeted killings on sectarian grounds. The latest attacks came as a reminder of
the October 29™ killing of five persons, including three brothers, who were
targeted outside a Nazimabad house where a Muharram majlis for women was in
progress. Counter Terrorism Department chief Sanaullah Abbasi said that the
incidents could be the reaction to the October 29" Nazimabad killings.'

0 Pakistan steel mills: The management of Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) has
warned the government that a crisis is brewing at the country’s largest industrial
unit due to the non-payment of wages and non-availability of medical facilities
for staff and pensioners for several months, which could turn into a law and
order problem. The warning comes at a time when the mills is no lon-ger
considered “a going concern” by auditors - meaning it cannot be considered a
viable entity and is close to being classified as a ‘dead asset’ - minimising the
chances of its fruitful privatisation. At least $5 billion was spent over the past
three years on ‘replacement imports’, to make up for the PSM’s ‘low-to-zero

)’ 124

production’.

Israel

0 Israel and AIDS: Hebrew University in Jerusalem is in the process of developing
a drug which might be a breakthrough in HIV and AIDS cure which is currently
being tested at the Kaplan Medical Center in Rehovot. The drug was inserted
into test tubes containing the blood of ten AIDS patients currently being treated
at the hospital, and was found to decrease the HIV virus count in the blood
samples by as much as 97 percent in just eight days. The active ingredient in the
drug is a peptide, or smaller version of a protein, which has been named
Gammora, that was developed by Abraham Loyter and Assaf Friedler at Hebrew
University. The peptide causes several copies of the virus’'s DNA to enter the
infected cell, instead of just one copy, causing the cell to self-destruct."

Hamas and Israel: Hamas “welcomed” an attack by a Palestinian police officer
on October 31* that injured three Israeli soldiers at a checkpoint near Ramallah,
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and called on Palestinian security personnel to carry out more attacks. While
Hamas usually praises attacks against Israelis — whether civilians or soldiers —
the group went a step further on October 31* by specifically calling for more
members of the Palestinian security forces to “join the Palestinian intifada.” This
was the second Palestinian police officer to carry out an attack this year against
Israelis, the first being carried out in January 2016."°

Lebanon and Israel: Lebanon’s newly elected president, Michel Aoun, laid out
his plan for a stable future in his first presidential address on October 31%,
including the need to “liberate” Lebanese lands from Israel. In his inaugural
address, Aoun said his government would “not spare any efforts to protect
Lebanon from Israel and liberate the remainder of our lands; we will address
terrorism in a pre-emptive manner”. He also said that “arming and supporting
the Lebanese Army will be my main priority so as to enable it to fight off any
threats.” In referring to Lebanese lands held by Israel he was ostensibly referring
to the disputed Shebaa Farms region, which Israel refers to as Mount Dov.”” A
prominent but divisive figure with shifting alliances, the election of the 81-year
old retired general is seen by many as a clear victory for the pro-Iranian axis in
the Middle East. One of the first congratulatory phone calls Aoun received after
his election was from Iranian President Hassan Rouhani who said that Aoun has
been elected at “a time that the region faces the two threats of the growth of
Takfiri [apostate] movements and terrorist groups as well as the indulgence of
the Zionist regime of Israel,” adding that Iran is “confident” that “Lebanon’s
resistance front will be strengthened.” Israeli opposition leader and Yesh Atid
leader Yair Lapid said that Israel “should worry when Lebanon elects a president
backed by Hezbollah.”*® Leading Sunni political figure Saad Hariri was named as
Lebanon’s new prime minister on November 3", the office of President Michel
Aoun announced. The nomination comes days after Aoun was elected, with
Hariri’s surprise support, ending a vacuum of more than two years. Hariri was
endorsed by 110 members of the 127-seat parliament, with only the Shiite
Hezbollah movement, the Syrian Social National Party and the Lebanese Baath
party — all supporters of Syria’s government — declining to back him as prime
minister. But his return was assured as part of the deal he struck to throw his
support behind former general Michel Aoun, a former army commander and
Hezbollah ally who was elected president by Parliament on October 31°.*°

Fatah Congress: Fatah’s top leadership body decided on November 2™ that the
long-awaited seventh Fatah General Congress will take place at the end of
November (29th of the current month in Ramallah), whose basic purpose is to
renew the Fatah leadership. Some 1,300 delegates to the congress will elect
Fatah’s two top leadership bodies, the Central Committee and Revolutionary
Council. Fatah originally planned to hold its General Congress in 2014, but
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postponed it numerous times, because of Operation Protective Edge in 2014 and
internal dysfunction. However, many see the congress as an opportunity for PA
President Mahmoud Abbas to consolidate his authority, isolating competitors
(allies of [Muhammad] Dahlan and Marwan Barghouti) in the Fatah leadership.
Dahlan is an exiled Fatah leader currently based in the United Arab Emirates,
and Barghouti is a popular Fatah leader serving five life sentences in Israeli
prison. The rivalry between Abbas and Dahlan reached new heights in recent
weeks, with Abbas rebuffing Arab pressure to reconcile with Dahlan and ousting
members from Fatah allegedly allied with him, such as Fatah parliamentarian
Jihad Tammaleh. The last Fatah General Congress took place in 2009 in
Bethlehem, with more than 2,000 delegates in attendance.”’

Anti-Israel protest in University College London (UCL): The Committee for
Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America (CAMERA) has criticized
University College London for its “unserious response” to a violent anti-Israel
protest that took place on the college’s campus last week.UCL issued a mild
response in which the violence was denied, despite video footage that showed
physical coercion. Police officers were called to the CAMERA- sponsored event
last Thursday to put down the violent anti-Israel protest that saw Jewish
students, trapped in a lecture room with Israeli guest speaker Hen Mazzig, who
was invited to speak about Israel and gay rights issues. Pro-Palestinian protesters
were caught on film coming through windows, screaming anti-Jewish slogans
and shoving Jewish students. CAMERA has called on UCL to take the threat
against Jewish students seriously by expelling any students who broke into the
event and to shut down any campus groups that were responsible for organizing
the protest. It also called on the university to invite more Israeli speakers to the
campus as a way to “broaden discourse on the Middle East.”

Israel, Italy and Palestine: While meeting the Italian President Sergio
Mattarella, while visiting Israel, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stated in
Jerusalem on November 2™ that Palestine will still not recognise the Jewish state,
even if Israel resolves the settlement problem. Netanyahu stated that for the
Palestinians, the real settlement issues are the settlements of Tel Aviv, Jaffa,
Haifa, Akko, which remain integral part of Israel. He added that the Italian
President had met with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on
November 1*. He assured Mattarella, that like his predecessors, he would support
the creation of a demilitarized Palestinian state that recognized that Israel was a
Jewish state. The conflict, he said, “was and is about the Jewish state, and unless
and until our Palestinian neighbours face this, confront these demons, give up
the ghost of trying to destroy the Jewish state by this or that means, peace will be
harder to achieve.” He explained that he saw the Palestinian drive to pass
resolutions at the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) as part of its refusal to accept Israel as a Jewish state.
“Denying our history is one of the means of denying the Jewish state.” Netanyahu
said that fortunately perceptions had shifted in several countries in the Arab
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world who no longer viewed Israel as an enemy, but as their ally, even a vital ally
in fighting against Islamic terrorism. Mattarella arrived in Jerusalem after his
country, abstained from the vote by UNESCO’s 58-member Executive Board last
month on a Jerusalem resolution. Since then Italy has pledged to oppose texts
that ignore Jews ties to the Temple Mount, but Matralla did not repeat that
pledge in his joint press appearance with Netanyahu.”*

Israel and EU: A Knesset bill designed to halt European Union support for
illegal Palestinian construction in Area C of the West Bank was filed on
November 2nd by MK Oded Forer (Yisrael Beytenu).If passed by the Knesset, it
would strip diplomats of immunity in activities relating to terror, human
trafficking and illegal construction, and would hold European Union diplomats
liable for helping Palestinians build illegally in Area C of the West Bank. MK
Oded Forer’s actions are part of a larger campaign by right-wing politicians and
non-governmental groups to halt such building, particularly in the area of Route
1, as it runs from Jerusalem past the Ma’aleh Adumim settlement in the direction
of the Dead Sea. Right-wing politicians and activists have noted that the
temporary structures, with bright blue EU logos pasted onto their walls, are
located very close to the road. They have warned that such construction would
allow for Palestinians to attack vehicles on that road. EU diplomats have argued
that their support for such building falls under the category of humanitarian
relief and is permissible under international law. They have noted that the lack of
sufficient Israeli permits for Palestinian construction in Area C makes it
impossible for Palestinians to exercise their basic human right to housing.” In a
statement given on November 3™ EU and UN officials stated that it is unrealistic
to imagine that Israelis and Palestinians can sit down at this time and directly
negotiate a peace deal.?*

Canada and Arab Israeli conflict: Canada on November 1st added its name to
the list of countries who want to help break the frozen peace process between
Israelis and Palestinians. Canada’s Governor-General David Johnston stated that
Canada would want to try doing everything which will create conditions where
the direct parties involved, the Palestinian Authority, Israelis ... can find a way to
the peace table. Ultimately, it is the Israelis and the Palestinians who have to
reach a negotiated solution, said Johnston. Other parties like Canada can
encourage that, but can’t substitute for it, he said. Johnston began his weeklong
trip on October 29th and will remain in Israel and the Palestinian territories until
November 5 with a delegation of over 20 people. During his time here he will
meet with both Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. as well as visit educational and research
facilities, including the Technion. Among other things, he said, his country has
taken a strong position against the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
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movement. Canada also wants to continue its work in the West Bank where it is
supporting education projects and helping the Palestinian police, including
opening a criminal forensic laboratory. His country plans to invest 1.6 billion in
humanitarian, educational, scientific innovation and research projects in the
region. Among the initiative Johnston refers as a potential example of
collaboration in the region, is one called the “Red-Dead” project which
desalinates sea water from the Mediterranean, turning it into drinking water and
then using the desalination brine to help revive the Dead Sea. The project
involves Israel, the Palestinian Authority and Jordan.”’

Hamas and PLO: Hamas chief Khaled Mashaal made a plea on November 2™ for
uniting his popular Palestinian Islamist movement with the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), bringing it, for the first time, into the umbrella group
recognized internationally and by Israel as the representative of the Palestinians.
The call by Hamas — considered a terror group by Israel, the US and most of the
international community — for inclusion in the PLO comes amid concerted
efforts by the Palestinians to challenge the 1917 British Balfour Declaration,
which promised the Jewish people a “homeland” in Palestine, and to establish an
independent Palestinian state as soon as possible. Mashaal called for a “united
authority for inside and outside of Palestine under the umbrella of the
Palestinian Liberation Organization.”In Fatah-Hamas unity deals in 2011 and
2014, the Islamist group agreed to join the PLO, but the agreements fell through.
There was also a failed bid for Hamas to join the PLO in 2005.The PLO, which
has been the largest Palestinian umbrella organization since 1964, is headed by
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and dominated by Abbas’s
Fatah party.3°

0 Iran and Shin Bet: Iran commands a force of up to 25,000 Shiite Muslim
militants fighting in the Syrian civil war, a majority of them from Afghanistan
and Pakistan, according to former Shin Bet chief Avi Dichter, who now chairs the
Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee.In a briefing with a delegation
from the Swiss parliament, Dichter, a Likud MK, also echoed warnings issued
previously by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other senior Israeli
officials who have said that Iran has not abandoned its aspirations to develop
nuclear weapons and was playing a long game with the West, despite the 2015
Iranian nuclear deal with western powers.“We have to ask ourselves, why are the
Iranians developing missiles that can reach targets 2,000 km away, more than
twice the distance [from Iran] to Israel? Egypt and Saudi Arabia are also in their
crosshairs. Some 2,000 years ago, Iran was an empire and it wants to become one
again,” he said.”’

Palestine and Interpol: Israel and the Palestinian Authority are engaged in
diplomatic efforts ahead of the November 7th Interpol General Assembly, where
the PA is hoping join the international policing organization and Israel is
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attempting to stop the bid. As a general policy, Israel works to block Palestinian
membership to international organizations. Israeli officials have expressed
concerns that PA Police officers will leak information to terrorist groups. Israeli
diplomats are extensively lobbying Interpol members to reject the Palestinian
Authority’s bid, either by having it thrown out on technical grounds or by
swaying one-third of the 190 member states against the Palestinian membership
bid, which requires a two-thirds vote to be approved. The Palestinians gained
observer status at the United Nations General Assembly in 2012, garnering 138
votes out of the 193-member body. In a meeting with Russian officials in Moscow
on Monday, Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan sought to ensure Russian
support of the Israel stance regarding the Palestinian bid. Dr. HusamZomlot,
strategic adviser to PA President Mahmoud Abbas expressed confidence that the
PA Police will successfully join Interpol at the 85th general assembly held in Balj,
Indonesia from November 7 to 10. “The technical side of the process will take
time, but we have many allies and friends on our side. I am 100% sure that the
police are ready to join Interpol.”**Israel fears that sensitive information could
be leaked to terrorists if the Palestinians join the organization.”®
Israel and United Arab Emirates: Ambassador to the United Nations Danny
Danon earlier this week made a clandestine visit to Dubai in the United Arab
Emirates to attend a conference under the auspices of the UN. Danon sojourned
to the oil-rich nation to attend a development conference in his capacity as
chairman of the UN Legal Committee, an appointment he received in June. The
move is significant in terms of a traditionally hostile Arab nation hosting a high-
level Israeli official. The move is the latest sign in Israel's effort to inch closer to
its Arab neighbours as the region delves deeper into instability. Israel has
recently made moves within the diplomatic realm that has seen an effort to
strengthen ties with Arab and Muslim nations with shared security and
economic interests, such as Saudi Arabia and Turkey."*°
0 Israel and US Presidential Elections: Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
instructed cabinet ministers to refrain from commenting on the upcoming US
presidential elections, or from giving an opinion as to which of the candidates
they would prefer to see in the White House. As per Netanyahu, “Whoever wins
this week’s election in the US — I am sure that the strong and stable relations
with Israel will not only remain as such, but will be strengthened”.'"" Netanyahu
also made a public plea on November 6™ for the US continue its support for
Israel and not seek a UN resolution on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In an
apparent message to incumbent US President Barack Obama, Netanyahu told his
weekly cabinet meeting he expects the “United States will remain true to its
commitment for many years that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can only be
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resolved through direct negotiations without preconditions, and of course not

through decisions by the United Nations of other international bodies.”***
0 Israel and Palestine joint security challenge: Palestinian security passed on
information to Israeli forces on a large bomb that they suspect was targeting the
IDF in the Hebron area. The bomb, made up of an explosive charge attached to a
large gas canister, was hidden next to the Mishtara checkpoint on the outskirts
of the southern West Bank city. The bomb was found on the side of the
checkpoint controlled by Palestinian security. It was safely detonated by sappers
from the Israel Police bomb squad on November 4™. Despite a diplomatic
stalemate, Israeli and Palestinian security forces cooperate in the West Bank.
Officials on both sides see the cooperation as key to fighting violence and
keeping the Hamas terror group in check."¥
Israel and Turkey: On November 15, following multiple delays, the Foreign
Ministry's appointments committee is scheduled to choose Israel's new
ambassador to Turkey. Among the main candidates for the job are Foreign
Ministry spokesman Emmanuel Nahshon, who previously served in Turkey; the
chargé d'affaires of the embassy in Ankara, Amira Oron; Ambassador to Greece,
Irit Ben Aba; and the political councilor at Israel's London embassy, Eitan Naveh.
As soon as Israel announces the appointment of the ambassador and sends the
envoy to Ankara, Turkey will reciprocate. Turkish media has reported that that
the leading candidate for the embassy in Tel Aviv is Kamel Okam, a diplomat
who is a very close confidant of one of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's
important advisors. However, though attempts are on to normalize relations
between the two nations, there are some major irritants within the two nations.
As per Israeli analysts, President Erdogan, sees himself as the patron of the
Muslim Brotherhood, of which Hamas is the Palestinian affiliate. In the
negotiations that led to the reconciliation agreement, Israel's representatives
insisted on the exile of Hamas's military branch from Turkey. This was a
condition that Israel's intelligence community - the Shin Bet (Israel Security
Agency), IDF and Mossad - were adamant about. Turkey refused the request
outright, initially. Ankara claimed that it did not agree with the distinction made
by Israel between Hamas's military and political branches. The Turks agreed to
exile Salah al-Arouri, the commander of the Kassam Brigades delegation in
Turkey. Though Arouri has shifted base from Turkey to Qatar, many factions of
Hamas and the Kassam Brigade function freely from Turkey. Though that has
not triggered breakup of relations between the two nations, but it stays as a
major challenge for Israeli decision makers."*
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West Asia and North Africa

Halt in Saudi oil to Egypt may shape new Egypt-Iran friendship

The Arab region seems to be heading towards a new strategic gambit after Egyptian
petroleum ministry announce that Saudi Arabia’s Aramco Company has not supplied
the quota of oil as per the agreement reached in last April between two countries. The
ministry informed that it has happened second time in two consecutive months and the
higher council of petroleum also told that Egypt is pondering over alternate options of
importing the oil from the global market. An unofficial source in the Aramco informed
the Egyptian petroleum ministry that Aramco did not receive instruction from the Saudi
government, as per the norms in the ministry, to resume the supply of oil which was put
on hold in the month of October by Saudi regime.

A high level source in the Saudi royal family informed that the relation seems to
be still strained after Egypt’s stance on Syria did not exhibit concurrence with that of
Saudi Arabia and the ties further strained after Egypt chose to go along with Russia in
UNSC on Syria at the cost of Saudi Arabia and other western powers. Egyptian
petroleum minister has already held two meeting of crisis committee, attended by
senior officials in the ministry, to discuss the implications likely to emerge in the face of
cut in the oil supply. The ministry also discussed other options of seeking oil from other
Arab nations which have already offered to sell oil to Egypt. But the officials expressed
the concern that seeking oil from nations other than Saudi would incur much higher
price than what was agreed with Saudi Arabia earlier.

Te source made it clear that at present there is no other option than importing
oil from Kuwait, Algeria and UAE on much higher price that what Egypt has imported
so far to fulfil the market requirements. Egypt has been in negotiation for a long term
plan with the Iraqi government to buy oil from there. The regime in Egypt is in constant
touch with the ruling National Coalition of Iraq to clinch the deal before end of the
year. Moreover the ruling coalition enjoys goodwill with the government of Iran which
could also help Egypt to have access to Iranian petroleum in case of accentuating crisis
in near future. A forego ministry source informed that the nature of ‘ups and downs’
relationship between Egypt and Saudi might impact the ties between two and might
also force Egypt to forge an open and long term alliance with Iran because of growing
requirement f oil in the country and Saudi Arabia’s growing indifference to it.

Al-Arabi Al-jadeed (The New Arab) an Arabic Daily), London, November 07, 20
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Cruelty of ISIS continues in the face of mounting pressure of Iraqi Forces in
Mosul
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The Iraqi national forces has penetrated deep into the northern part of Mosul in its fight
against the ISIS which has held the region hostage for last two years. The armed forces
are making its advancement towards the south also. Meanwhile there are reports that
scores of civilians have been killed at the hand of the ISIS in Saladin region in addition
to few Shiites militias who were on the way to Karbala. Reports coming from the site
add that the ISIS is having tough times in fighting the Iraqi forces as the armed forces
have raided several canters in the Mosul held by them. According to one report, a
member of ISIS committee has been killed and several small villages in Mosul reigned
by the ISIS have been liberated from their control. Meanwhile in two separate incidents
of suicide bombing Saladin, at least twenty five people have been killed and another
fifty were injured and some of the deceased were travelling to Karbala. The ISIS has
taken the responsibility for the suicide bombing. In a related development, the assistant
to deputy Chief of Iranian armed forces accused US of exploiting the issue of liberation
of Mosul for the election purpose. He also added that western coalition against the ISIS
was merely symbolic since its inception and they had no real will to fight the ISIS.

Al-Hayat Daily (The Life) November 07, 2016
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Southeast Asia

Indonesia
Deadly protests in Indonesia; President Jokowi cancels trip abroad

On 5 November 2016, the Indonesian President Joko Widodo cancelled a visit to
Australia after a massive rally in the capital by Muslim hard-liners descended into
violence, leaving one dead and nearly 200 injured. The Indonesian Foreign Affairs
Ministry said that Jokowi trip would be rescheduled because "current development has
required the president to stay in Indonesia." Jokowi addressed the nation 4 November
2016 after clashes broke out between police and hard-liners who refused to disperse and
demanded the arrest of Jakarta's minority-Christian governor for alleged blasphemy.'*

Malaysia
Xi Jinping vows to develop all-round strategic partnership with Malaysia

Chinese President Xi Jinping met Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak in Beijing on 3
November 2016, pledging to boost cooperation with the country in diverse areas and
cement their all-round strategic partnership.

Xi hailed the progress of relations since diplomatic ties were established 42 years
ago, citing mutual respect, trust, win-win cooperation and close communications.

% http://www.njherald.com/article/20161105/AP/311059989#
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He urged both countries to maintain frequent high-level exchanges, deepen political
trust, keep to the right direction of bilateral relations and continue to support each
other on issues related to each other's major concerns.

Xi called on the two sides to combine their development strategies, and to lay a solid
foundation for stronger trade cooperation.'*

Najib zips to Tianjin on high speed rail

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Tun Razak took a ride on China's high-speed rail -
whose operator is bidding to build the Kuala Lumpur-Singapore line - as part of his
official visit to the country.

Datuk Seri Najib travelled some 117km from Beijing to the north-eastern port city
of Tianjin aboard the "Harmony", or Hexie.

Officials from China Railway Engineering Corp (CREC) gave Mr Najib a briefing
on the high-speed rail system during the journey. CREC is among several rail
companies, including East Japan Railway Company and Korea Railroad Corporation,
eyeing the RMso billion (S$16.6 billion), 350km Kuala Lumpur-Singapore high-speed rail
project. Upon arrival at the Tianjin Railway Station, Mr Najib was received by Tianjin
Vice-mayor Zhao Haishan, reported Bernama. He then met Tianjin party secretary Li
Hongzhong at the Tianjin State Guest House.'"’

The Philippines
U.S. reaffirms commitment to alliance with Manila despite recent strains

Secretary of State John Kerry swore in a new U.S. ambassador to the Philippines on 3
November 2016, and the two men vowed to continue the U.S. commitment to its
alliance with Manila, as strains have flared between the two countries. Mr. Kerry said he
is confident about the future of the relationship “notwithstanding a difference here or
there about one thing or another.”®

Duterte to propose joint patrols with Malaysia

President Rodrigo Duterte will discuss rampant piracy in the Straits of Malacca and the
Abu Sayyaf militants when he meets Prime Minister Najib Razak in Kuala Lumpur.
According to the reports, he plans to propose joint border patrols with Malaysia.
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Duterte said: “There’s a need for us, the three countries - Malaysia, Philippines, and
Indonesia - to talk about this seriously, and to put a stop (to it) because it has somehow
paralysed the trade and commerce in that area.” Duterte will be in Malaysia from
November g to 10."*°

Iraq and Syria

(I) IRAQ
Iraq: US aircraft to block ISIL militants fleeing Mosul in Iraq

The United States-led coalition has developed plans to target Islamic State militants
from the air if they attempt to escape the Iraqi city of Mosul and head west toward
Syria, as Iraqi ground forces close in on the city from several sides, commander of US air
forces in the Middle East Lieutenant General Jeffrey Harrigian on October 31, reports US
Today. “This is all about getting after (the Islamic State) and setting up an opportunity
where, should they try to escape, we have a built-in mechanism to kill them as they are
departing,” he said. Blocking militants from escaping has been a key challenge as US-
backed Iraqi and Syrian ground forces have retaken towns and cities from the Islamic
State. Hundreds of militants have managed to slip away.

The Pentagon has acknowledged there is no simple solution to prevent militants
from grabbing civilian hostages or simply escaping in small numbers. But the coalition
is beefing up surveillance, and Iraq's government is encouraging civilians to stay put
and avoid trying to flee, lessening the likelihood they will be grabbed as human shields.

In the Mosul campaign, Harrigian said military planners are focused on the
western approaches of the city, which are not as well defended as the other sides. He
spoke to USA TODAY in a telephone interview from his headquarters in Qatar. “We're
very much focused there,” Harrigian said of the western routes. “Should they come out
that direction, we're prepared to get after them.”

On October 31, Iraqi and Kurdish forces were nearing the edges of Mosul, where
fighting will grow more intense as both sides engage in combat amid narrow streets and
alleys. The city holds an estimated 1 million civilians and between 3,500 and 5,000
fighters, the Pentagon has said. The Islamic State, which is also known as ISIS or ISIL,
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has established deadly networks of tunnels and obstacles inside the city. Coalition
aircraft have destroyed 55 tunnels and 33 car or truck bombs during the offensive."°

Iraq: ISIS stops referring to Mosul as the capital of its Caliphate

Nineveh - ISIS had suddenly ceased referring to Mosul as the capital of its caliphate
through its news media outlets to possibly influence public perceptions about the
imminent liberation of Mosul according to the Iraqi satellite TV network, Al Sumaria. Al
Sumaria stated, “A sudden change occurred to ISIS mass media inside the city of Mosul
through statements that the city is not the capital of the caliphate, contrary to the
ideology followed by ISIS since 2014, that Mosul is the capital of its caliphate.” “The
mass speech of ISIS started to focus on word taboo, saying that the fall of Mosul is not
the end of the battle, by listing comparable situations in Islamic history how Muslims
suffered many losses before achieving grand victories,” Al Sumaria added.

The Iraqi media outlet also explained that the significant changes in the speech
of the Islamic State were made, in order to prepare the public opinion for the near
liberation of the city of Mosul by the joint security forces and raise the morale of its

fighters and supporters in the remaining strongholds of the group whether in Anbar of
Salahuddin.”
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Nineveh - The Islamic State released a new video titled “Ignition of War,” to document
its violent battle against the Iraqi Army, Kurdish Peshmerga, Shia militias and Christian
militias in Mosul, reports Iraqi News on November 1. The video was released in October
29, 2016, in the ‘Wilayat Ninawa,’ ISIS’ name for the occupied province of Nineveh. The
footage shows violent clashes between ISIS and Iraqi security forces and ISIS fighters
using heavy weapons to prevent the advance of the Iraqi troops toward the city, as well
as some suicide attacks on Iraqi forces and Kurdish Peshmerga positions.

The video is the second to be released by the ISIS, after the joint security forces
started the battle to liberate Mosul earlier this month. ISIS released another video in
October 17, 2016, titled “Deterring the Hirelings 2,” which showed Islamic State militants
mass executing spies. Two weeks ago, US-led coalition, Iragi Army, Kurdish Peshmerga,
Shia militias and Christian militias launched a military offensive to liberate the city of
Mosul from the Islamic State.”*
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Iraq: ISIS slays 50 of its militants after fleeing battles in Nineveh

Nineveh - Iraqi media outlets reported on Monday (October 31), that the Islamic State
slaughtered 50 of its militants at one of its camps, west of Nineveh, for fleeing the
ongoing battles. Al Sumaria News stated, “The so-called ISIS Sharia Court issued a
sentence to slaughter 50 militants belonging to the ISIS on charges of apostasy, after
fleeing the ongoing battles in the province,” pointing out that, “The execution took
place at al-Ghazlani Camp, west of Nineveh.”

“The slaughtered militants were forced to join the ranks of ISIS in Nineveh,” Al
Sumaria explained. “The ISIS is urging the people of Nineveh to join the battles against
Iraqi forces through speeches at mosques,” Al Sumaria added. The joint security forces
tightened its grip on the ISIS inside Nineveh, after significantly advancing in the battles
that were launched to liberate the province.”

Iraq: Car bomb explosion leaves several casualties in al-Shola area

Baghdad - Baghdad Operations Command announced on October 31, that a number of
people were wounded in the explosion of a booby-trapped vehicle in al-Shola area, in
northern the capital. Spokesman for the command, Colonel Saad Moen in a brief
statement, “Today, a booby-trapped vehicle, which was parked near a popular market in
al-Shola area exploded, resulting in the wounding of a number of people.”*

Iraq: 13 civilians killed in IED blast kills in Kirkuk

Kirkuk - Thirteen civilians were either killed or wounded in an IED, while fleeing from
the Islamic State-held regions, southwest of Kirkuk, Al Sumaria News reported on
November 1. The news report stated, “The families targeted by the bomb at Riyadh-
Rashad road were leaving their residences at Hawijah (55 km from southwest Kirkuk),”
pointing out that, “Four persons were killed and nine others were wounded due to the
explosion.” “IED attacks are taking place on a daily basis, to target civilians while
escaping from the ISIS-held areas,” it added. Hawijah, al-Rashad, al-Riyadh, al-Abbasi
and Zab and other areas southwest of Kirkuk were under the ISIS control since June
2014, while more than 150,000 civilians fled to Kirkuk since then."

Iraq: Joint forces kill 1,300 ISIS fighters and liberate 1,440 kilometres of Nineveh,
announces Ministry of Interior

3| 0aa Adel, ISIS slays 50 of its militants after fleeing battles in Ningvabi, News November 1, 2016,
http://www.iraginews.com/iragvar/isisslays50-militants-fleeing-battlesnineveh/(accessed on November 1, 2016)
4 oaa Adel, ISIS slays 50 of its militants after fleeing battles in Ningvabi, News November 1, 2016,
http://www.iraginews.com/iragvar/isisslays50-militants-fleeing-battlesnineveh/, (accessed on November 1, 2016)
>> Mohammed Mostafa, Blast kills, wounds 13 civilians in Kirklregi News November 1, 2016,
http://www.iraginews.com/iragvar/blastkills-wounds13civilians-kirkuk/ (accessed on November 2, 2016)

53



http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/isis-slays-50-militants-fleeing-battles-nineveh/
http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/isis-slays-50-militants-fleeing-battles-nineveh/
http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/blast-kills-wounds13-civilians-kirkuk/

Nineveh - The Iraqi Ministry of Interior announced on Tuesday (November 1) that joint
security forces liberated 1,440 kilometers of Nineveh and killed more than 1,300
members of the Islamic State during ongoing military operations and airstrikes to west
of Mosul, reports Iragi News. The Ministry also mentioned that joint Security Forces
destroyed 166 booby-trapped vehicles and dismantled 1,100 improvised explosive devices
in the same area. Spokesman for the Ministry of Interior, Colonel Saad Moen said in a
press statement, “Joint security forces in the southern axis of Mosul managed to kill 778
members of the ISIS, while Iragi Army Aviation killed 375 members of ISIS,” noting that,
“The international coalition air force managed to kill 149 ISIS members so far.”"®°

Iraq: Mosul office liberated, says State TV

Mosul - Iraqi Security Forces liberated on Tuesday (November 1) the state-run Irag
- AAEA . Adfficel iD ¢hd €ty of Mosul from the self-proclaimed Islamic State
extremist group, state TV announced, reports Iraqi News. “Anti-terrorism forces have
entered the city’s first districts, liberated the Iraq Media Network’s building in the east
side of Mosul, capital of Nineveh Governorate, and raised the Iraqi flag above,” the
report said. An operation by Iraqi security forces, codenamed “We Are Coming
Nineveh”, has entered its 16th day to liberate the governorate, IS’s last stronghold in the
country.”’

Iraq: 1,792 Iraqis killed in incidents of terror in October 2016, says UNAMI Report

Baghdad - A total of 1,792 Iraqis were killed and another 1,358 were injured in acts of
terrorism, violence and armed conflict in Iraq in October 2016, according to casualty
figures recorded by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), reports
Iraqi News. The UNAMI said in a report published on its website, “The number of
civilians killed in October was 1,120 (including 15 federal police, Sahwa civil defence,
Personal Security Details, facilities protection police, fire department), and the number
of civilians injured was 1,005 (including 08 federal police, Sahwa civil defence, Personal
Security Details, facilities protection police, fire department).” “A total of 672 members
of the Iraqi Security Forces (including police engaged in combat functions, Peshmerga,
SWAT and militias fighting alongside the Iraqi Army, not including Anbar Operations)
were killed and 353 were injured (not including casualties from Anbar),” UNAMI added.
The UNAMI also revealed that Baghdad was the worst affected province with 1,075
civilian casualties (268 killed, 807 injured).’s®

Iraq: ISIS hides explosives inside children toys to hinder Mosul battle

136 | caa Adel, Joint forces libeia 1,440 km of Nineveh and kill 1,300 ISIS fightetsaqi News November 1,2016,
http://www.iragirews.com/iragwar/joint-forcesliberate 1440-km-ninevehkill -1300isissmemberssoutherraxis/ , (accessed
on November 2, 2016)

>7 Mohamed Mostafa, State TV says Mosul office liberatestji News November 1, 2016ttp://www.iraginews.com/iraq
war/statetv-saysmosutoffice-liberated/, (accessed on November 2, 2016)

1% | oaa Adel, 3150 lIraqis killed, wounded by violence in October 2016 says Itdhji, News November 1,208,
http://www.iraginews.com/features/3a@qi-killed-woundedviolenceactsoctober2016/ (accessed on November 2, 2016)

54



http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/joint-forces-liberate-1440-km-nineveh-kill-1300-isis-members-southern-axis/
http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/state-tv-says-mosul-office-liberated/
http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/state-tv-says-mosul-office-liberated/
http://www.iraqinews.com/features/3150-iraqi-killed-wounded-violence-acts-october-2016/

Nineveh - The British newspaper The Observer reported on Sunday (October 30), that
the Islamic State hid explosives inside children’s toys as a new method to hinder the
battle to liberate Mosul, reports Iragi News. The Observer stated that a teddy bear is
propped on top of the explosives it was designed to hide and detonate. An adult would
probably have walked by, but to a child the wide eyes and fuzzy orange fur would have
been irresistible. Colonel Nawzad Kamil Hassan, an engineer with the Kurdish
Peshmerga forces said, “Why would ISIS use something nice, like a bear or a rabbit?
They used this toy because they know the Peshmerga will not pay much attention to it,
but children will,” pointing out that, “Our brigade has cleared more than 50 tons of
explosives from areas liberated from the ISIS control.”°

Iraq: Shia militia capture 6 key ISIS headquarters and liberate 115 km? of Mosul

Mosul - Al-Hashed al-Shaabi said Wednesday (November 2) that 115 square kilometres
of the city of Mosul were liberated from Islamic State militants. In a statement obtained
by Alsumaria TV, the militia said six important locations in the city became under its
control, while five booby-trapped vehicles were detonated west of the city, killing all on
board. The statement added that supply lines connecting group fighters had been
completely cut. The liberated areas bring the total of Daesh-free areas in Mosul to 705
square kilometers in five days of operations by al-Hashed al-Shaabi in the city’s western
section, according to the statement, which added that 47 IS fighters had been killed in
that period.'®

Iraq: Iraqi forces bring down ISIS drone near Mosul

Nineveh - Iraqi security forces shot down a drone belonging to the Islamic State
extremist group, east of Mosul, Al Sumaria News reported on Wednesday (November2).
Al Sumaria News stated, “Anti-aircraft weapons of Iraqi army and Anti-Terrorism forces
managed, today, to shoot down a drone belonging to the Islamic State group in Kokjli
neighbourhood, east of the city of Mosul.” “The drone was carrying large quantity of
explosives, and was used by the ISIS when losing battles,” Al Sumaria News added.””

Iraq: Anti-Terrorism forces arrest ISIS militants in Kokjli

Nineveh - A video released by Al Sumaria News on Wednesday (November 2) showed
that Iraqi Anti-Terrorism forces arrested a number of militants from the Islamic State
extremist group in Kokjli area in the city of Mosul. The footage reflected the joy of
residents after the security forces freed them from the control of the extremist group,
and emphasized that members of the Anti-Terrorism Directorate will chase the
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remaining fighters of the Islamic State with the help of the people of Mosul. One of
people of Kokjli said that they are delighted to get rid of the extremist group, and he
immediately shaved his beard after the ISIS members escaped from the area.'®*

Iraq: 76 displaced families return to Nineveh, four villages freed

(IragiNews.com) Mosul - Camps for internally-displaced Iraqis have received 750
internally-displaced people from the city of Mosul, the stage of decisive battles between
Iraqgi joint forces and the Islamic State extremist militant group, the commander of the
security operation said Wednesday (November 2), reports Iraqi News. Lieutenant
General Abdel Amir Yarallah said 76 displaced families from the city have now returned
home from Jadaa camp. “Anti-terrorism forces will continue to clear houses and roads
off IEDs in Kokajli, preparing for the next battle,” he said in a statement.

On field, Badr Organization, one of the major Shia paramilitary forces fighting
within the grand operation, said Wednesday that four more villages had been liberated
at Nineveh province, reporting the killing of two IS fighters, who were boarding booby-
trapped vehicles, and defusing 18 IEDs. The organization’s media wing said in a
statement that Badr had freed the villages of Abu Shwaiha, Kokh, Abu Fashka and
Khweitla and gave out aid to their families.“There is slow and cautious progress so as to
protect civilians’ lives. Forces are 4 kilometers away from the Mahlabiya road which
links Mosul with Tal Afar,” the statement said.'®3

Iraq: Security Forces liberate Razkia village south of Mosul

(IragNews.com) Nineveh - Government forces have liberated the village of Razkia,
south of Mosul, from Islamic State militants, commander of the liberating operations
said on Sunday (November 6). Lieutenant General Abdul Amir Yarallah, commander of
the liberating operations codenamed “We Are Coming, Nineveh”, said in a press
statement that the Army’s gth Armored Brigade has liberated the village of Razkia on al-
Zab axis from the southwestern direction. “The forces raised the Iraqi flag in the village
after causing the enemy severe losses in lives and equipment,” said Yarallah.

The operation, carried out by Iraqi government forces, US air forces and al-
Hashd al-Shaabi militias have been widely successful, driving out Islamic state fighters
out of several parts of Mosul, the extremist group’s last bastion in Iraq. The group had
renounced reference to Mosul as the capital of its proclaimed “Caliphate”, with many of
its members reportedly attempting to flee to Syria.'®*
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Iraq: Underground ISIS prison containing 1,000 inmates found in Nineveh

(IragiNews.com) Nineveh - Member of Nineveh Provincial Council, Hussam al-Din al-
Abbar, announced on Sunday (November 6), that security forces discovered one of the
largest prisons of the Islamic State extremist group in al-Shura area, south of the
province, reports Iraqi News. Abbar said in a press interview that Iraqi security forces
found an underground prison belonging to the Islamic State in al-Shura while removing
explosives and securing the area, and added that the prison contains more than 1000
prisoners, including officers and members of Iraqi army and police who were captured

by the extremist group.“The detainees were freed and transferred to a safe destination,”
Abbar added."

Iraq: PM rallies forces and issues warning to IS

The Iraqi Prime Minister on November 6 warned Islamic State (IS) militants fighting in
Mosul to lay down their weapons if they want to live, state media reports. Speaking on a
visit to the front line to the east of the city, Haider al-Abadi said government-led forces
"will not retreat and will not be broken". He said his message to the people of Mosul
was "we will liberate you soon". The city has been under IS control for more than two
years. Abadi called on IS fighters to surrender after Government forces gained a
foothold in Mosul's eastern suburbs. "My message to IS, if they want to save their lives,
they should lay down their weapons now," the PM told reporters.'®

(I) SYRIA

Syria: We are ready to chase ISIS inside Syria after liberating Tel Afar, says Shia
militia leader

Nineveh - A senior official of al-Hashd al-Shaabi militia fighting against the Islamic
State in Mosul said on Wednesday (November 2), that his militia would continue to
fight the militant group beyond the Iraqi borders inside Syria, reports Iraqi News. Abu
Alaa al-Walaei, Secretary General of Kata'ib Sayyid al-Shuhada (Master of Martyers
Battalions), said in a press statement, “Troops of al-Hashd al-Shaabi would continue to
chase ISIS fighters inside Syria after liberating Tel Afar, west of Mosul.” Walaei also
pointed out that seven ISIS members were killed, and caches of weapons were
discovered after liberating Asiliya and Mostantak villages.
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“The battalions raised the Iraqi flag above the liberated villages, and they are now
engaging with ISIS in the neighboring villages of Tel Saqf and Mahlabiya, and inflicting
heavy losses in lives and equipment on the extremist group,” Walaei stated.'®’”

Syria: Russia tells rebels to leave Aleppo

Russia and Syria on November 2 told rebel forces in Aleppo to leave by Friday
(November 4) evening, reports BBC News. The Russian Defence Ministry said rebels
would be allowed to leave unharmed and with their weapons via two special corridors
on Friday, while six other routes would be opened for civilians, the sick and wounded.

In a statement, the Syrian army said it called on "all gunmen to stop hostilities
and take the opportunity of the humanitarian grace to leave the city with their light
weapons through the Castello road to the north or the Souq al-Khair - Masharqga
towards Idlib". The corridors would be open between 09:00 and 19:00 local time (06:00
and 16:00 GMT) on Friday, the army said. Russia said President Vladimir Putin had
ordered the measures to "to avoid senseless victims".

Meanwhile, the rebels have rejected the offer. 'We won't surrender,’ the rebels
rejected the offer. "This is completely out of the question," Zakaria Malahifji of the
Fastagim rebel group told Reuters News Agency. "We will not give up the city of Aleppo
to the Russians and we won't surrender."®®

Syria: Syria process 'sabotaged’, accuses Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov

Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov during his visit to Greece on November 2
accused other countries involved in Syrian peace negotiations of having "sabotaged" the
process with continued backing of militant group’s intent on toppling President Bashar
Assad, reports Fox News. He didn't name any countries. Peace talks have involved U.S.
Secretary of State John Kerry and the foreign ministers of Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
and Iran. "Unfortunately on many occasions, efforts for a political resolution have been
sabotaged. That is not in accordance with U.N. Security Council resolutions. Some
parties are backing extremists aimed at removing the Assad regime," Lavrov said. "If
those resolutions had been carried out in an honest way, the situation in Syria would
have already improved."®
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Syria: Rebel force targets IS 'capital' Raqqa

US-backed Kurdish and Arab force said on November 6 that it has begun an operation
to capture Raqqa, Islamic State's "capital” in Syria, reports BBC News. The Syria
Democratic Forces (SDF) will be aided by US-led coalition airstrikes. They have warned
civilians to steer clear of areas where IS militants are present. The coalition of Kurdish
and ethnic Arab militias has been gaining ground in areas to the north of the city. The
offensive was announced at a press conference in Ain Issa, about 50 kilometres (30
miles) away from Raqqa. "The major battle to liberate Raqqa and its surroundings has
begun,” a spokesperson for the SDF said. Brett McGurk, US President Barack Obama's
envoy to the US-led coalition against IS, said: "The Raqqa campaign will proceed in
phases - very deliberate phases" "There is an isolation phase which began today and
there will be subsequent phases to make sure that that we kick Daesh out of Ragqa and
that will happen,” he added."”®
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