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Africa

e AfDB meetings end with call to unlock agri potential of Africa’

The s52nd Annual Meetings of the African Development bank was held in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat from 22 to 26 May 2017. This was the first time that the Annual
Meetings of AfDB was held in India. In addition to the Annual Meeting of the Board of
Governors, these Meetings brought together about 3000 delegates and participants.
The Governors of the Bank were from the 54 African regional member countries and
27 non-regional member countries (including India). Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi addressed the inaugural session. He underscored that Africa has been made a
top priority for India's foreign and economic policy ever since he assumed office in
2014.

Based on the theme “Transform Agriculture for Wealth creation in Africa” the call was
to unlock the huge agriculture potential for overall development of the continent.
Wide ranging deliberations on agriculture, food security, energy and trade and
investments as well as deepening relations with India were held during the meetings.
The next annual meetings will take place in Busan, a port city in South Korea next
year.

Attracting private sector investments was also a key subject of the event, Apart from
de-risking private sector and improve business as well as regulatory environment,
AfDB decided to dramatically increase investments in private sector activities.

Praising the Gujarat government for facilitating smooth organisation of the event and
the state's hospitality, AFDB President Akinwumi Adesin said that Africa could
partner and learn from India in areas such as harnessing solar energy, technological
innovations in agriculture and financial inclusion. He said "We saw a lot of
technology and innovation across India. And, Africa stands to benefit a lot by
partnering with India in this space”.

e Gy gives Africa the Cold Shoulder *
Despite inviting several heads of state from Africa, G7 leaders meeting in Sicily had
little to say about the many challenges facing the continent. Migration and terrorism
are only some of them.

! Times Of India , new Delhi http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/afdb-meetings-end-with-call-
to-unlock-agri-potential-of-africa/articleshow/58846882.cms and MEA , Govt of India
http://www.mea.gov.in/press-
releases.htm?dtl/28474/52nd+Annual+Meeting+of+African+Development+Bank2017+Gandhinagar+May+222
6+2017

? Deutche Welle, 27 May 2017, http://allafrica.com/stories/201705270196.html
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By holding the summit on the island of Sicily, Italy had hoped to make Africa the main
focus of the annual G7 meeting held on 26 & 27 May 2017

Over the past four years, hundreds of thousands of migrants have taken up refuge in
Sicily after fleeing war and poverty in their African countries.

Italy was hoping to convince fellow G7 members about the positive effects of legal
migration as a means of slowing down migrants' dangerous boat trips via the
Mediterranean, but that idea was dismissed by the Americans and the British.
Unfulfilled aid pledges

Niger's President Mahamadou Issoufou, who attended Saturday's session, called on

the G7 leaders to take swift measures to end the Libyan crisis.

He also berated the leaders of the world's most industrialized countries for failing to
fulfill their aid promises to tackle poverty.

French President Emmanuel Macron, who is one of the four new leaders attending the
G7 meeting for the first time, said more needed to be done to support countries like
Niger.

G7 plus Africa?

Kenya's President Uhuru Kenyatta was quoted by the Daily Nation, a Kenyan

newspaper, as questioning the wisdom of sidelining African leaders from such high-
profile meetings when the continent was a focus point of issues affecting the world.
British charity organization Oxfam referred to the G7's tough stance on migration,
which has been strongly influenced by US President Donald Trump, as a "scandal.”
Edmund Cairns, Oxfam's policy adviser on humanitarian crises, said,"This is the
scandal of this summit: That G7 leaders could come right here in Sicily on the
doorstep of the sea where 1,400 people have drowned this year alone and fly home
tonight without doing anything serious about it."

North Africa
e Trump to Visit Egypt Soon

The President of Egypt, Mr. El-Sisi had a long meeting with his US counterpart,
President Trump during his visit to Riyadh to attend the Arab-Islamic-US
summit hosted by King Salman of Saudi Arabia. It is also reported that Trump
had promised El-Sisi o visit Egypt very soon.? In a statement, he said that the
White House will schedule his meeting to Egypt this year only. President
Trump praised El-Sisi for his fight against terrorism and told the media persons
that El-Sisi was doing tremendous job under tiring circumstances. During the
meeting Mr. Trump is said to have thanked El-Sisi for facilitating the release of

3 Ahram Online , An Egyptian Online English Daily
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/269179/Egypt/Politics-/Egypts-President-Sisi-meets-with-
Trump-ahead-of-Ri.aspx
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an American Egyptian charity worker, Aya Hijazi, who was put in jail few
months back. It was the second meeting between the two leaders in two
months and it was in April only when EI-Sisi had paid a state visit to US. Apart
from holding the bilateral meeting with Trump, El-Sisi met many leaders who
are in Riyadh to participate in the Summit which was addressed by President
Trump.

¢ New Bin Daghar Government in Aden: Egypt New Destination for
Negotiation on Yemen *

After a series of dramatic events in the town of Aden in southern Yemen, the
plane carrying members of the legitimate government landed at the Aden
international airport in the afternoon on Friday. Amidst all these, number one
and number two who are known ‘southern transitional council’ are expected to
reach Cairo to hold their own separate meeting with the leaders there.
Meanwhile, local news agency in Aden reported that new head of the legitimate
government, Bin Daghar would be inaugurating a sixty megawatt electric power
project, funded by the government of Qatar. It is also reported that local
political leaders and media in southern Yemen are critical of the government of
Qatar for delaying the project and perhaps these groups are protesting at the
behest of UAE which of late has taken a different stance in the crisis of Yemen.
It is also worth mention here that Aden and adjoining region in southern
Yemen are under the writ of UAE which has deputed its armed forces as part of
Saudi-led coalition forces that is fighting against the Houthis rebel forces in
parts of Yemen. In addition, the new head of Yemeni government returned to
Aden accompanied by newly appointed governor of Aden and other members
of his cabinet. Mr. Bin Daghar had left the temporary capital town of Aden last
April and had gone to Saudi Arabia after the capital city had descended into
anarchy and basic civic facilities had completely become nonexistent. All this
happened when the President of Yemen Hadi Mansour had sacked, Mr.
Zubaidi, the former governor of Aden who had refused to abide by the order.
The southern transitional council under Mr. Zubaidi is openly challenging the
writ of the President and seems to be in no mood to concede the ground for the
new head. The council claims that they are real representative and ruler of the
Aden and the adjoining areas. It is likely that members of council would visit

4 Al-Arabi Aljadeed, An Avrabic Daily
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/politics/2017/5/26/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8
%A9-%D8%A7%D9I%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%86-%D8%AC%DI%88%D9I%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9I%8A-%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%86-
%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83-%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A7-
%D9%84%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A9
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Cairo very soon and Egypt seems to have emerged as new arbitrator in the
Yemen crisis.

Central Asia

e Uzbek President Visits Turkmenistan, Shows Interest in Joining TAPI

Before his arrival in Saudi Arabia to attend the Arab Islamic American Summit
in Riyadh, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev paid a two-day working
visit on 19-20 May to Turkmenistan at the invitation of President Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov. The Uzbek held discussions with President of Turkmenistan
over the bilateral, regional and international issues.” They also explored the
possibility of cooperation in the energy sector.

According to the Turkmen Petroleum website, the two leaders discussed the
participation of Uzbekistan in the long envisaged Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) natural gas pipeline project. President of Turkmenistan
said, ‘We will be glad to participation of our colleagues from Uzbekistan in
implementation of large joint projects.® He also referred to the pipeline going
from Turkmenistan to China through Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan as an
example of energy cooperation between the two countries. In response to join
TAPI project, the visiting President said, ‘I think we will definitely participate.”

Like Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan is also a natural gas producer and exporter and
the country is willing to expand its market base. In recent years both the
Central Asian countries are facing difficulty in sustaining their traditional
customer base. Russia has stopped purchase of gas from Turkmenistan since
last year.® On the other hand, supply to Iran from Turkmenistan has been
disrupted over pricing issues. Iran has threatened to file a lawsuit in the
International Court of Arbitration over the ‘failure’ to supply gas to Iran in
winter.” Hence, the two countries are left with China as the sole primary

® Uzbekistan National News Agency, “President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev has departed on a working
visit for Turkmenistan,” 19 May 2017, http://www.uza.uz/en/politics/president-of-uzbekistan-shavkat-
mirziyoyev-has-departed-on-a-19-05-2017

® Turkmen Petroleum, “Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov and Shavkat Mirziyoev have Discussed Participation of
Uzbekistan in the Project of  the TAPI Gas Pipeline,” 22 May 2017,
http://turkmenpetroleum.com/en/2017/05/22/gurbanguly-berdimuhamedov-and-shavkat-mirziyoev-have-
discussed-participation-of-uzbekistan-in-the-project-of-the-tapi-gas-pipeline/

" News Central Asia, “Turkmenistan-Uzbekistan: Strategic Partnership in Action,” 22 May 2017,
http://www.newscentralasia.net/2017/05/22/turkmenistan-uzbekistan-strategic-partnership-in-action/

® Alexander Shustov, “Why China will remain Turkmenistan’s main gas buyer,” Russia Beyond The Headlines,
26 January 2017, https://www.rbth.com/business/2017/01/26/why-china-will-remain-turkmenistans-main-gas-
buyer 689386

% Tasnim News Agency, “Iran to Lodge Complaint against Turkmenistan over Gas Supply Halt: Official,” 9
May 2017, https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2017/05/09/1402896/iran-to-lodge-complaint-against-
turkmenistan-over-gas-supply-halt-official
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market. The recent Chinese decision to halt Line D pipeline”, which was to
originate from Turkmenistan and pass through Uzbekistan, must have added to
the concerns in Tashkent and Ashgabat.

South Asia closer to Central Asia can become a big gas market to the central
Asian republics. Indian economy has substantial energy requirements, which
can be addressed by the TAPI pipeline. The South Asian region has the
potential to emerge as a big market for the Central Asian gas export.

Last week, Turkmenistan organized the International Gas Congress in Avaza.
TAPI project was discussed at length in the meeting. " It was mentioned that
214-kilometer Turkmen section of the pipeline is being constructed as per the
schedule, while rest of the project will be accomplished by the end of 2018.

China

¢ China completes construction of 1st Hualong One nuclear project

China successfully installed the containment dome for its first demonstration
nuclear power project using Hualong One technology, a domestically
developed third-generation reactor design, in east China's Fujian Province on
25 May.

The hemispherical dome, weighing 340 tonnes and measuring 46.8 meters in
diameter, was installed by crane on the No.5 unit of China National Nuclear
Corporation (CNNC) in Fuqing City at 5:58 p.m.

The installation marks the completion of construction work on the pilot
project and the beginning of the assembly stage, said Yu Peigen, Deputy
General Manager of CNNC at the site of installation.™

e PLA Navy expels US destroyer in S. China Sea: MoD, PRC

Chinese Navy Missile Frigates identified and expelled a U.S. destroyer entering
the South China Sea on May 25, the Ministry of National Defense (MoD)
confirmed the same day.

' Eurasianet, “Central Asia-China Gas Pipeline Expansion Delayed Again,” 4 March 2017,

http://www.eurasiareview.com/04032017-central-asia-china-gas-pipeline-expansion-delayed-again/

! Turkmenistan: the Golden Age Online Newspaper, “TAPI project and investments in gas processing sector
are the main subjects of the last day of International Gas Congress in Avaza,” 24 May 2017,
http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_eng/?id=8387
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MoD spokesman Colonel Ren Guogiang told a routine press briefing that the
USS Dewey entered waters adjacent to the Meiji Reef, prompting the PLA Navy
missile frigates CNS Liuzhou and CNS Luzhou to identify and warn it to leave
the area.

Col. Ren’s remark was in response to the request to confirm media reports
claiming that the USS Dewey was “within the 12-nautical mile zone of the Meiji
Reef” on a so-called “freedom of navigation” mission.

He reaffirmed that China has “indisputable sovereignty” over the Nansha
Islands and waters surrounding them. “The Chinese military lodged solemn
representations with the United States against such acts of flaunting its forces
and boosting regional militarization.”

The MOD spokesman stressed that the United States is a destabilizing factor
especially when the situation in the South China Sea was being ameliorated as
a result of the joint efforts by China and ASEAN countries.”

¢ Xi calls for more replicable reform practices

Chinese President Xi Jinping on 23 May stressed the importance of pilot reform
while calling for more reform practices that could be replicated and promoted.

Xi made the remarks at the 35th meeting of the Central Leading Group for
Deepening Overall Reform, which he heads.

Li Keqgiang, Liu Yunshan and Zhang Gaoli, all members of the Standing

Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and deputy
heads of the leading group, also attended the meeting.

A guideline on deepening reform of the educational system was adopted at the
meeting, aimed to cultivate students’ abilities in lifetime learning and creative
thinking, as well as the ability to adapt to the times."

European Union

¢ Emerging Trends in US-Europe Relations

After the NATO meeting Brussels and G-7 summit in Italy, German Chancellor
Angela Merkel said that Europeans have to take their fates in their hands. . She

3 http://china.org.cn/china/2017-05/26/content_40898303.htm
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said at a rally in Munich, “The times when we could fully rely on others have
passed us by a little bit, that's what I've experienced in recent days.” She added,
“I can only say: We Europeans really have to take our fates in our own hands.”®
Her statement reflects the difference between US and Europe/Germany on
issues related to security, climate change and trade. US President Trump has
called for European countries to share more burdens in NATO and spend more
defence budget. He has also criticized German trade practices and termed it,

“bad, very bad”.”®
e Russian President Putin to Meet French President Macron

Russian President Vladimir Putin will meet newly-elected President of France,
Emmanuel Macron on 29 May 2017 in Paris. This will be first meeting of the two
leaders. They are likely to discuss bilateral as well as regional issues. Fight
against international terrorism, Syrian crisis and Ukraine crisis will reportedly
be on the agenda of talk between the two presidents."”

e Prime Minister Modi Visit to European Countries

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has begun his tour of four countries, namely
Germany, Spain, Russia and France on 29 May 2017. First, he will travel to
Germany and meet with Chancellor Angela Merkel. He will also meet German
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier. He will visit Spain on 30 May 2017.
Economic issues appear to be high the agenda. Prime Minister Modi tweeted
“My visits to these nations are aimed at boosting India's economic engagement
with them & to invite more investment to India.”® After visiting Russia, Prime
Minister will travel to France to meet newly-elected President Emmanuel
Macron on June 3.

e Poland and Three Seas Initiative

Polish President Andrzej Duda said enhancing cooperation among countries
between the Black, Baltic and Adriatic Seas is one of his priorities. Speaking at

15 Merkel: Europe can no longer rely on US and Britain, DW, May 28, 2017, http://www.dw.com/en/merkel-
europe-can-no-longer-rely-on-us-and-britain/a-39018097

" Ibid

7 pytin to meet with Macron in Paris on May 29, TASS, May 22, 2017, http://tass.com/politics/946958

'8 Transcript of Media Briefing on upcoming visits of Prime Minister to Germany, Spain, Russia and France
(May 25, 2017), MEA, Gol, http://www.mea.gov.in/media-
briefings.htm?dtl/28491/Transcript_of Media_Briefing_on_upcoming_visits_of_Prime_Minister_to_Germany_
Spain_Russia_and_France_May 25 2017, Six Days, Four Nations: PM Narendra Modi's Europe Tour In 10
Points, NDTV, May 29, 2017, http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/six-days-four-nations-pm-narendra-modis-
europe-tour-in-10-points-1705074?pfrom=home-lateststories
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GlobalSec Global Security Forum in Bratislava, President Duda also emphasized
on unity of the EU and NATO."

e Manchester terror attacks: A suspected attacker named Salman Abedi
detonated a bomb in the Manchester arena's foyer as crowds were leaving a
performance by US singer Ariana Grande on May 22, 2017. The blast, between
the main arena and neighbouring Victoria station, blew people off their feet
and caused widespread panic. In the aftermath of the bombings, Theresa May
raised the UK terror threat level to critical. The prime minister made a
statement after a meeting of Cobra, the government's crisis response
committee, on Tuesday evening.

In her speech, she pointed out that Britain has faced a serious terrorist threat
for many years and the operational response was a proportionate and sensible
response to the threat that Britain is currently facing.*

e US President visits Brussels:

The US President Donald Trump visited Brussels with the Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson. Trump and his wife, Melanial. In the meeting with Trump, the
Belgian prime minister remarked that the world was “in a terrible position” but
that terrorism would be defeated.Meanwhile, around 6,000 protesters took to
the streets in Brussels to show their anger at the presence of Trump who had

» 21

once described Brussels as a “hellhole”.

In his much-anticipated speech at the NATO headquarters, he said that “23 of
the 28 member nations are still not paying what they should be paying and
what they are supposed to be paying,” and that they owe “massive amounts”
from past years. In a news conference held after the leaders had a working
dinner and Trump had departed for a meeting of the Group of Seven in Sicily,
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said, “We have seen that plain
speaking of President Trump before.”””He also stated the need of establishing a

9 Three Seas Initiative one of my priorities: Polish president, Radio Poland, May 26, 2017,
http://www.thenews.pl/1/10/Artykul/308808, Three-Seas-Initiative-one-of-my-priorities-Polish-president

20 «“Manchester attack: Theresa May terror threat speech in full”, BBC News, May 23, 2017,
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-40023457 accessed May 27, 2017.

Z'Boffey, Daniel, “Trump not welcome: Demonstrators take to the streets in Brussels”, The Guardian, May 24,
2017, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/24/donald-trump-not-welcome-demonstrators-take-to-the-
streets-of-brussels accessed May 27, 2017.

22 Rucker, Philip, Karen DeYoung and Michael Birnbaum, “Trump chastises fellow NATO members, demands
they meet payment obligations”, The Guardian, May 25, 2017,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-told-in-brussels-that-west-should-focus-on-values-not-only-
interests/2017/05/25/7aa1865c-40cd-11e7-9869-bac8b446820a_story.html?utm_term=.a209db45b9ee accessed
May 27, 2017.



new intelligence fusion cell at the headquarters addressing terrorism, including
foreign fights.

The US President also met British PM Theresa May in Brussels where she
allegedly expressed her displeasure at the leaks over the Manchester terror
attacks. The Prime Minister expressed her view that the intelligence sharing
relationship with the U.S. is hugely important and valuable but obviously the
intelligence needs to be kept secure. In his remarks, Trump condemned the
leaks as “deeply troubling” and pledged a Department of Justice investigation
into the matter.”

¢ G7 Summit in Italy:

On 26 and 27 May 2017, Italy hosted the meeting of the G7 leaders. The summit
focused on: counter-terrorism, global economy and reduction of inequalities,
foreign policy, security of citizens, and climate change. European Council
President Donald Tusk and European Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker represented the EU at the summit. At the press conference ahead of the
summit, President Tusk highlighted the importance of the unity when it comes
to defending the rules-based international order. "From the war in Syria and
Russian aggression in Ukraine, to nuclear and ballistic missile tests in North
Korea, and land reclamation and militarization in the South China Sea. If our
group is not determined and united enough, the situation in the world can
really get out of hand," he said.

Tusk also referred to the migration crisis. The theme of the Italian G7
presidency in 2017 is 'Building the foundations of renewed trust'. The
presidency highlights that governments should adopt policies aimed at meeting
their citizens' expectations. The priority of the Italian presidency is also to
rebuild trust among citizens on the ability of G7 governments and institutions
to reduce inequalities and ensure a better distribution of the benefits of
globalisation and the digital revolution.

The work programme of the presidency was based on these three pillars: citizen
safety, economic, environmental and social sustainability and reduction of
inequalities, innovation, skills and labour in the age of the next production
revolution.**

The British PM called on leaders to do more to pressure technology companies
into blocking extremist content online. Theresa May in a meeting with

%% “May rebukes Trump over intelligence leaks”, Politico, May 25, 2017, http://www.politico.eu/article/theresa-
may-trump-rebukes-over-intelligence-leaks/ accessed May 27, 2017.

2 <7 Summit in Taormina, Italy, 26-27/05/2017”, European Council, 26-27/05/2017,
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2017/05/26-27/ accessed May 27, 2017.
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Emmanuel Macron agreed on the need to stop the spread of poisonous material
and propaganda on the internet that is leading people down the path towards
terrorism.

The US President Donald Trump, meanwhile, agreed to a pledge to include a
promise to fight trade protectionism in the G7 summit communiqué. Theresa
May and Donald Trump renewed their commitment to increase trade between
the two countries. Trump and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe agreed to
expand sanctions against North Korea for its continued development of nuclear
weapons and ballistic missiles. President Trump and Prime Minister Abe agreed
their teams would cooperate to enhance sanctions on North Korea, including
by identifying and sanctioning entities that support North Korea's ballistic
missile and nuclear programs.

EU Council President Donald Tusk has urged the G7 leaders to stick to their
sanction policies on Russia over the Ukrainian crisis.The leaders of Italy, the
U.S., Germany, Britain, France, Canada and Japan signed a statement to bolster
efforts to fight terrorism, including a bid to remove extremist propaganda from
the Internet.”

East Asia /South-East Asia:
South Korea

e North Korean cadres have high hopes for Moon presidency

North Korean Party cadres have expressed optimism following the news that
Moon Jae-in won the South Korean presidential election. Some people are
particularly hopeful in regards to Moon’s preference for dialogue and
negotiation with the North over pressure and isolation. Many North Korean
cadres remember the economic aid sent by South Korea during the
presidencies of Kim Dae Jung and Roh Moo Hyun and expect that similar
treatment will be forthcoming. During his inaugural address on May 1oth,
Moon stated, “If the right conditions are met, I will go to Pyongyang.” This has
created momentum toward a possible North-South high-level summit during
Moon’s term. However, the North Korean authorities may also be wary of
diminishing hostility among residents toward their southern brethren and
respond by strengthening the Sino-North Korean border.

2Smith, Reiss, “G7 Summit 2017: Trump, Merkel and world leaders in tense talks”, The Daily Express, May
27, 2017, http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/809690/G7-summit-2017-live-updates-latest-news-Donald-
Trump-theresa-may-trade-climate accessed May 27, 2017.

% Kim Chae Hwan, "North Korean cadres have high hopes for Moon presidency”, Daily NK, 15 May 2017.
http://www.dailynk.com/english/read.php?catald=nk01500&num=14514 accessed on 17 May 2017.
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S. Korea likely to resume humanitarian aid, civilian exchanges with N.
Korea™

South Korea plans to resume humanitarian assistance to North Korea and
civilian inter-Korean exchanges to an extent that the move would not
compromise the international sanctions regime, a government official said. The
government said that it will sternly respond to North Korea's provocations but
also does not believe that long-strained inter-Korean ties will help stability on
the divided peninsula. The decision seems to reflect Moon's will to handle
humanitarian assistances and exchanges in the nonpolitical sectors separately
from geopolitical tensions sparked by Pyongyang's nuclear and missile
programs. Since liberal President Moon Jae-in took office 10th May,
expectations have been high that civilian inter-Korean exchanges would revive
as he would seek engagement with Pyongyang.

S. Korea, Japan to Resume Shuttle Diplomacy>®

President Moon Jae-in's special envoy to Japan and Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe agreed to resume shuttle diplomacy between the two countries and
strengthen cooperation against the North Korean nuclear threat. The shuttle
diplomacy, whereby the leaders of the two countries take turns visiting each
other, started in 2004 during the Roh Moo-hyun administration but it was
intermittently stopped depending on the political situation. It calls for closer
cooperation to deal with the North Korean nuclear menace.

Defense, Foreign Ministries in Quandary Over THAAD?*

The defense and foreign ministries are in a quandary after Cheong Wa Dae and
the ruling party said they want the National Assembly to ratify the
controversial deployment of a Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense battery
from the U.S. here. The two ministries, which have not been re-staffed since
President Moon Jae-in came to power, last week, have toed the party line of the
previous Park Geun-hye administration that the THAAD deployment is not a
matter for lawmakers to decide. But the Minjoo Party cites Article 60 of the

S. Korea likely to resume humanitarian aid, civilian exchanges with N. Korea", The Korea Times, 22 May
2017. http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2017/05/103_229764.html

%8 g Korea, Japan to Resume Shuttle Diplomacy”, The Chosun llbo (English Edition), 19 May 2017.
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2017/05/19/2017051901350.html accessed on 21 May 2017.

2 “Defense, Foreign Ministries in Quandary Over THAAD", The Chosun Ilbo (English Edition), 18 May 2017.
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2017/05/18/2017051801239.html accessed on 19 May 2017.
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Constitution, which stipulates that the National Assembly has the right to
approve or disapprove treaties that pose significant fiscal burdens on the
nation. But the Defense Ministry has argued that the deployment is simply part
of a long-standing mutual defense treaty with the U.S. and does not constitute
a new treaty requiring National Assembly ratification.

Meanwhile, the U.S. military already put the THAAD system's powerful X-band
radar into operation last month. It says the battery is ready to intercept North
Korean missile attacks, and the X-band radar detected North Korea's missile
launch last weekend. Two out of six THAAD launchers that have been brought
into the country are in operation, while the rest are still in storage.

Korean Peninsula and Japan

Russia is willing to mediate between Korea

On May 24, Russian President Vladimir Putin suggested that Moscow is willing
to take up the role as a mediator between the two Korea by sending an envoy to
Pyongyang in an attempt to reduce the tension in Korean Peninsula. The
Russian President made his view during a meeting with South Korean new
president’s special envoy Song Young-gil.*° Song was send to Moscow by
President Moon Jae-in in an attempt to foster South Korea’s relation with
Russia under the new administration. Special envoys were also send to US,
China, Japan and EU.

Inter-Korean Exchange Resumed

On May 26, by approving the request made by South Korean humanitarian aid
group Korean Sharing Movement (KSM) to contact North Korean residents, the
new South Korean government revived humanitarian engagement of South
Korean private groups with North Korea which was suspended after
Pyongyang’s nuclear test in January 2016. Launching private group’s
engagement with North Korea Ministry of Unification deputy spokesperson Lee
Yu-jin said that, “The government’s position is one of responding sternly to
North Korea’s provocations while considering humanitarian aid and other
forms of private interchange on a flexible basis, to the extent that it does not
compromise the framework of international sanctions against the North”. ' The

¥<pytin says willing to send emissary to N. Korea for mediation”, Korea Times, May 25, 2017,
http://koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2017/05/103_229996.html (Accessed on May 28, 2017)
$lnWith private group’s approval, inter-Korean exchange being resumed", Hankyoreh, May 28, 2017,
http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_northkorea/796482.html (Accessed on May 28, 2017)
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move marks the beginning Moon Jae-in administration’s engagement approach
to North Korea.

e North Korea Launched another Ballistic Missile

On May 29™ morning North Korea fired a missile from its eastern coast. This is
North Korea’s 9™ missile test in this year and 3™ after election of Moon Jae-in as
South Korean President. The missile flew about 450 km in the Japanese SEZ in
the East Sea. The South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff suspected the tested
projectile was a scud type missile. Japanese government responded very
strongly. The Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga said “This
ballistic missile launch by North Korea is highly problematic from the
perspective of the safety of shipping and air traffic, and is a clear violation of
United Nations Security Council resolutions”. In responding to the missile test
South Korean President Moon Jae-in ordered to convene a National Security
Council meeting presided over by Moon's national security adviser Chung Eui-
yong.>*

(ASEAN, Vietnam, Philippines)

¢ Philippines and Russia sign defense, trade and tourism agreements

The Philippines and Russia signed a range of agreements on defense, tourism
and agriculture during President Rodrigo Duterte’s visit to Russia on May 22.

The defense cooperation agreement is expected to pave the way for the
procurement of military hardware from Russia, said Foreign Affairs Secretary
Alan Peter Cayetano. The agreement will also expand training exchanges, said
Philippine Ambassador to Russia Carlos Sorreta. The two countries also agreed
to develop cooperation on nuclear energy under an agreement.

Under the memorandum of cooperation, the two nations will pursue the
"development of the nuclear infrastructure” in the Philippines, including
personnel training and securing public acceptance of nuclear power, Rosatom
State Atomic Energy Corp said in a statement.

Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Pinol signed a memorandum of
understanding with his Russian counterpart for cooperation in agriculture and
fisheries, livestock breeding, processing and transportation and storage of
produce. Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez signed an agreement to foster mutually

%2 "N, Korea fires another ballistic missile”, The Korea Times, May29, 2017,
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2017/05/103_230186.html (Accessed on May 29, 2017)
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beneficial trade between the Philippines and Russia. A three-year joint action
program on tourism starting in 2017 was signed by Tourism Secretary Wanda
Teo with her Russian counterpart.

President Rodrigo Duterte cut short his official visit to Russia and returned to
the Philippines following deadly clashes between government troops and the
terrorist Maute group in the southern city of Marawi.*

U.S. Navy Conducts First South China Sea Navigation Operation Under
President Trump

A U.S. warship carried out a "manoeuvring drill" when it sailed within 12
nautical miles of an artificial island built up by China in the South China Sea.
US officials said that the exercise was to show Beijing it was not entitled to a
territorial sea around it. The operation near Mischief Reef among a string of
islets, reefs and shoals over which China has disputes with its neighbours, was
the boldest U.S. challenge yet to Chinese island-building in the strategic
waterway.>*

Commander Gary Ross, a Pentagon spokesman, said that freedom of navigation
operations are not specific to one country and the Defense Department would
release summaries of these operations in an annual report and not sooner.

Meanwhile, China expressed strong opposition to the US military manoeuvres
and urged the country to desist from taking actions that undermine China's
sovereignty and security interests. The Chinese military firmly opposes the US
military's move which it considers as militarizing the region and increasing the
possibility of accidents in both sea and air.®

Philippines suspends talks with Communists rebels

The Philippines government suspended peace talks with communist rebels last
week. Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process Jesus Dureza said the
government will not proceed with the fifth round of peace talks with the
National Democratic Front (NDF).

Bigornia, Doris, “Philippines and RABSGNa sign
News May 25, 2017, http://news.abs-cbn.com/news/05/25/17/philippines-russia-sign-defense-
trade-tourism-agreements accessed May 27, 2017.

*Al'i, Adrees and David Brunnstrom, “U.S. warshi

i sl and: Rewmter§May26, 2017shttp;//www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-southchinasea-
navy-idUSKBN18K353 accessed May 27, 2017.

%5Shengxia, Song and Yang Sheng, “China opposes US maneuvers in South China Sea”, The Global Times, May
26, 2017, http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1048746.shtml accessed May 27, 2017.
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It is the NDF that represents the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) in
talks to end the communists' 48-year-old insurgency, the longest-running in
Asia. Dureza was in the Netherlands for the negotiations, which were initially
set from May 27 to June 1.

Dureza said the peace talks are suspended until there's an “enabling
environment conducive to achieving just and sustainable peace in the land
through peace negotiations.” He said serious challenges need to be addressed,
including the “upscale of incidents of offensive attacks by the NPAs throughout
the country.”

Myanmar

State Counsellor upbeat over prospects of Panglong conference

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi hoped for productive debates that
would push the peace talks forward as hundreds of participants from various
ethnic armed groups gathered for the second round of the 2ist-Century
Panglong Conference which kicked off in Nay Pyi Taw on 24™ May. Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi said she expected a tough discussion and frank exchange of views
among the various participants about the direction of the talks.

“This conference would also be a forum where hopes and concerns would be
exposed. From this situation, we are going to find out ways to fulfill our hopes
and resolve our concerns,” said she.

The five-day talks was attended not only by the eight signatory groups to the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), but also by three ethnic armed groups
in the northern part of Myanmar who have not yet signed the ceasefire pact.

Unlike the first round of Union Peace Conference, held in August of 2016 and
ended with no concrete results, the current peace talks is expected to be
productive as there would be debates, discussion and consensus-taking among
the parties.

Participants will also exchange their points of view on four social issues and six
land and environmental issue, as well as 21 political problems and 10 economic
issues, including the proposal that may allow states and regions to draw their
own constitutions,’ regarded as self-determination.

% «Govt. suspends peace talks with Communist rebels”, CNN Philippines, May 28, 2017,
http://cnnphilippines.com/news/2017/05/27/government-suspend-peace-talks-communist-rebel-cpp-npa-
ndf.html accessed May 27, 2017.
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One unusual thing about the second round of 2ist-Century Panglong
Conference is the acceptance of Tatmadaw to invite the three excluded groups
of Northern Alliance to observe the peace conference.”’

e (AAOAA AAAAOA 11 OOAAAOOEI TS 11 OAAII

A Debate about the appropriateness of including the phrase “non-secession
from the union” as part of the basic principle of a peace agreement dominated
the second day of the 2ist-century Panglong, said representatives from the
forum.On the second day of the second round of the 21st-Century Panglong
conference held on 25" May in Nay Pyi Taw, participants of nearly 700 were
divided into five sectors - politics, security, economy, social and land and
environment, where they discussed the 41 points prepared in advance by the
Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee (UPDJC) before the conference.

The UPDJC is a tripartite committee consisting of the government (including
the Tatmadaw), eight signatory armed ethnic groups and political parties’
representatives authorised to draft political dialogue frameworks and hold
political dialogues at the national and union level.

The Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD), released a statement,
expressed their disappointment with the usage of the phrase “non-secession”.

“In the pursuit of [the three national causes] reconciliation among ethnic
people, non-disintegration of the union and perpetuation of the sovereignty,
the sentence ‘Any unit of the Union must never secede from the Union’ is not
appropriate to put as one of the basic principles,” said the SNLD statement.3®

e -UAT I AOGO OOAAA xEOE !'3%!. 1 AIAAO Al
Myanmar's trade with member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) hit 9.6 billion US dollars in the last fiscal year 2016-17 which
ended in March, according to the latest official figures released on 22" May.

Of the total, Myanmar's export to the region's trading partners stood 3.093
billion US dollars, while its import from them represented 6.513 billion dollars,
the figures of the Ministry of Commerce showed. Thailand topped the list of
Myanmar's five ASEAN trade partners with 4.277 billion dollars during the year,
followed by Singapore with 2.967 billion dollars, Malaysia with 980 million

8 «State Counsellor upbeat over prospects of Panglong conference”, 25 May 2017,

http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/26136-state-counsellor-upbeat-over-prospects-of-panglong-
conference.html (accessed on 28th May 2017)

%  “Heated debate on ‘secession” on second day of Panglong”, 26" May 2017,
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/26148-heated-debate-on-secession-on-second-day-of-
panglong.html (accessed on 29th May 2017)
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dollars, Indonesia with 827 million dollars, Vietham with 494 million dollars
and the Philippines with 56 million dollars.”

North America

Canada

Trump and Trudeau talk trade; next G7 meeting to be held in Canada
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau met one-on-one with Donald Trump on the
sidelines of the G7 summit in Sicily. The rules of that go-day period prevent the
two leaders from talking in any detail about issues that would be on the NAFTA
table, so, according to a Canadian government official, neither Trudeau nor
Trump once uttered the acronym during their 30-minute information
conversation. Prime Minister Trudeau did share, however, that softwood
lumber came up as a topic during the chat. So did the aerospace industry, steel
and aluminium.*’

OOEI A -ETEOOAO 400AAAO AOOATAO .1 4/
Prime Minister Trudeau, participated in the NATO Leaders’ Meeting. NATO is
a cornerstone of Canada’s international security policy and is one of our most
important relationships outside of North America. Canada is committed to
continue playing a leading role in the Alliance. At the meeting, NATO Heads of
State and Government discussed burden-sharing within the Alliance and
counter-terrorism. During the discussion, Prime Minister Trudeau reaffirmed
Canada’s commitment to NATO. The Prime Minister reinforced this message
by highlighting Canada’s leadership of the multinational battle-group
deploying to Latvia, as part of the NATO enhanced Forward Presence. *
Canada extends maritime security mission in Middle East to 2021

Canada is extending its commitment to an international maritime security
mission in the waters off the Middle East for another four years, Defence
Minister Harjit Sajjan announced. The federal government has approved up to
$131.4 million to support the extension, which will see the deployment of up to
375 military personnel. While Canadian warships were deployed as part of
Operation Artemis between 2012 and 2014, Canada was unable to send a frigate
for its command in December 2016, the third time Canada had led CTF 150

% “Myanmar’s trade with ASEAN member countries reaches 9.6 bn USD” 23 May 2017,
http://www.mizzima.com/business-domestic/myanmar%E2%80%99s-trade-asean-member-countries-reaches-
96-bn-usd (accessed on 28 May 2017)
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Accessed on 30 May 2017.

*! Prime Minister’s Office, “ Prime Minister Trudeau attends NATO Leaders’ Meeting,”
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since its launch in 2001. Canada has since handed command of the operation to
France.*

The United States

¢ President Trump Fails NATO
Instead of explicitly endorsing the mutual defense pledge at the heart of the
alliance, Mr. Trump lectured the members for falling short on pledges to spend
2 percent of their gross domestic products on the military, much as he had
hectored them on this subject during his presidential campaign. There were
signs, too, that Mr. Trump and the allies remain at odds over Russia, which is
deeply unsettling given mounting questions about Russian interference in the
2016 presidential election.®

¢ Trump plan on Paris climate deal unclear after G7 pressure
President Trump’s intentions regarding US participation in the Paris climate
deal remained unknown , as one report cited “confidants” saying the president
had made up his mind to pull out while a senior cabinet figure said he was
“quite certain the president is wide open on this issue”. President Trump had
tweeted during the summit, “I will make my final decision on the Paris Accord
next week!”*

e )T OAOOECAOEIT 40010 O +OOETAOBO -1 OEOGAO
Federal and congressional investigators are now examining what exactly Mr.
Kushner and the Russian banker, Sergey N. Gorkov, wanted from each other.
The banker is a close associate of Mr. Putin, but he has not been known to play
a diplomatic role for the Russian leader. That has raised questions about why
he was meeting with Mr. Kushner at a crucial moment in the presidential
transition, according to current and former officials familiar with the
investigations. The Senate Intelligence Committee notified the White House in
March that it planned to question Mr. Kushner about the meeting.*

¢ Trump administration plans to minimize civil rights efforts in agencies
The Trump administration is planning to disband the Labor Department
division that has policed discrimination among federal contractors for four
decades, according to the White House’s newly proposed budget, part of wider
efforts to rein in government programs that promote civil rights. As outlined in

*2 Marc-André Cossette, “Canada extends maritime security mission in Middle East to 2021,”
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-extends-operation-artemis-2021-1.4135904,Accessed on 30 May 2017.
3 The Editorial Board, The New York Times, “President Trump Failed NATO,”
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/26/opinion/donald-trump-nato-russia.html, Accessed on 30 Amy 2017.

* Martin Pengelly, “Trump plan on Paris climate deal unclear after G7 pressure,”
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/may/28/donald-trump-paris-climate-deal-g7 Accessed on 30 Amy
2017.

** Matthew Rosenberg, Mark Mazzetti And Maggie Haberman, “Investigation Turns to Kushner’s Motives in
Meeting With a Putin Ally,” https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/29/us/politics/jared-kushner-russia-
investigation.html?_r=0, Accessed on 30 May 2017.
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Labor’s fiscal 2018 plan, the move would fold the Office of Federal Contract
Compliance Programs, now home to 600 employees, into another government
agency in the name of cost-cutting. The proposal to dismantle the compliance
office comes at a time when the Trump administration is reducing the role of
the federal government in fighting discrimination and protecting minorities by
cutting budgets, dissolving programs and appointing officials **unsympathetic
to previous practices.

e 400i P8O " OACAO )OO $AOCEGCT AA O1 )i DOAOON
The most common reaction to the austere budget released by the Trump
administration on May 23 is that it can’t possibly get past Congress. President
Donald Trump himself may be fine with that. Budget Director Mick Mulvaney,
a founding member of the House’s conservative Freedom Caucus, brags the
plan would wipe out the entire budget deficit and produce a small surplus by
2027, even while spending more on the military and border control and
protecting Medicare and the retirement portion of Social Security. That
requires leaps of faith both economic and political. Economically, the proposal
assumes 3 percent average annual growth beginning in 2020—way above the 1.8
percent average predicted by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office—
partly fueled by tax cuts. Politically, the plan whacks a hornet’s nest by cutting
Medicaid, food stamps, Social Security disability payments, student loans, farm
subsidies, and federal employee benefits. It also includes a “two-penny plan”
that cuts an additional 2¢ each year from every $1 of nondefense discretionary
spending.*’

Mexico
e Mexico raises 2017 growth estimate as Trump fears fade

Mexico revised its official 2017 growth estimate upward on Monday, shortly
after government data showed the economy was largely shrugging off fears U.S.
President Donald Trump's policies would wreak havoc on exports and
investment. Mexico's finance ministry said in a statement it was raising its 2017
growth estimate to 1.5 percent-2.5 percent from its previous range of 1.3
percent-2.3 percent. But the slow progress in starting talks on NAFTA and an
overall softening of rhetoric about U.S. companies that invest in Mexico have
calmed nerves for now. The new growth estimate is seen as good news for
Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto's administration just before important

% Juliet Eilperin, Emma Brown and Darryl Fears, “Trump administration plans to minimize civil rights efforts
in agencies,” https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-administration-plans-to-minimize-civil-rights-
efforts-in-agencies/2017/05/29/922fc1b2-39a7-11e7-a058-ddbb23c75d82_story.html?utm_term=.9085cfeadal3,
Accessed on 30 May 2017.
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regional elections that serve as a curtain-raiser for a hotly contested
presidential vote in 2018.4®

Mexico opposition targets governor's race that would 'prove president's
failure

The state of Mexico, known as Edomex, has been governed continuously by PRI
for almost 9o years, and has produced some of the party’s most influential
movers and shakers. The PRI's other historic strongholds Veracruz and
Tamaulipas fell last year amid a myriad of corruption scandals, Pefia Nieto’s
sinking popularity and widespread discontent. A year later, the national picture
is worse: 2017 is on track to be the most violent since the peak of the disastrous
“war on drugs”, Pefia Nieto’s ratings have plummeted to a historic low and the
economy is shrinking. Edomex is considered the last bastion of PRI - the final
block holding together a collapsing pyramid of economic and political power. If
it too falls, the ramifications for the party, next year’s presidential elections and
Pefna Nieto’s inner circle would be profound. Lépez Obrador - commonly
known as AMLO - is the headline act on the campaign trail as his centre-left
party bets on his firebrand charisma and popularity to rouse enough voters to
pull off a historic victory and seal the fate of Pefia Nieto’s disastrous
presidency.*

Latin American and Caribbean

Argentina

Cristina Fernandez prepared to run for Congress to put a break to
Macri's policies

Argentine ex president Cristina Fernandez said on 25 May 2017 that she is open
to the possibility of running for a seat in Congress in the October 2017 midterm
elections, since she considers essential to put a stop to the policies
implemented by her successor, president Mauricio Macri. However the leader,
who has a long experience as a member of congress, both in the lower house
and Senate, said it must be clearly understood she's not after a bench, but there
are “historic responsibilities and we must all contribute to unity, it's an
obligation we all have to put a break to the neoliberal measures being
implemented in Argentina”. Midterm elections in Argentina are scheduled for

®Reut ®exiso,raisé’s 2017 growth estimate as Trump fears fade, Rttps://www.reuters.com/article/us-
mexico-economy-idUSKBN18I1RQ, Accessed on 30 May 2017.

* Nina Lakhani, México opposition targets governor's race that would 'prove president's failure',

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/26/mexico-governor-election-enrique-pena-nieto, Accessed
on 30 May 2017.
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22 October 2017, with primaries on 13 August 2017, when 127 of 257 Lower
House four-year term seats will be renewed and in the Senate a third of
benches will be at stake, 24 out of 72.

The election is crucial both for the administration of Macri and the opposition,
since no side has a clear majority, and the current president needs to show his
market friendly policies and austerity measures have a strong support. Cristina
Fernandez criticized the magnitude of Argentina's foreign debt which has
climbed to 95 billion dollars and it's not clear “where those funds have gone to”.
The former president claimed that the situation has worsened for the people,
debts keep mounting and Macri enjoys protection from the media, almost an
obscene armor plating from the media. However, Cristina Fernandez was also
critical of the Victory Front which, she said, “has not been up to the challenge”
when it comes to voting legislation in the Senate. This was in clear reference to
the fact some Kirchnerite Senators have supported bills from the Macri
administration.>

Bolivia

e "I 1 EOEA

O 3AAEA , 11 OAT OE OAO Oi AOOOI A 58

Qu

Bolivia’'s Ambassador to the United Nations Sacha Llorenti has said that Bolivia
is ready to assume the presidency of the U.N. Security Council on Ist June 2017.
The ambassador from the leftist Andean nation said that June’s agenda would
include Syria, Colombian peace, and aid to Haiti. The presidency of the Security
Council changes each month, with Bolivia scheduled to hold the seat in June.
Bolivian Chancellor Fernando Huanacuni also announced that the South
American nation’s agenda for June would focus on the ongoing Syrian conflict,
Colombia’s peace process, and foreign aid to Haiti. The diplomat emphasized
that respect for sovereignty of nations is a top priority for Bolivia’s work in the
U.N. During his time serving as Bolivia’s Ambassador, Sacha Llorenti has often
taken principled stances against U.S. interventionism. The diplomat from the
leftist plurinational state has been one of the most prominent voices opposing
the United States’ aggression against the Syrian government, which he called “a
serious threat to international peace and security,” following the decision of
U.S. President Donald Trump’s administration to launch a missile attack
against a Syrian air base.

*Merco press, “Cristina Fernandez Prepared to Run for Congress to put a break to Macri’s policies,”
http://en.mercopress.com/2017/05/26/cristina-fernandez-prepared-to-run-for-congress-to-put-a-break-to-macri-
s-policies, Accessed on 29 May 2017.
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In April 2017, Llorenti has pushed in the U.N. for “material compensation” to
Haiti, which he says will be a top agenda item for June. He asserted that
extending support to Haiti is a priority not only because of the environmental
disasters but also because of years of foreign intervention. Bolivia has opposed
efforts by the U.S. and the Organization of American States (OAS) to intervene
in Venezuela, instead calling for greater attention to be paid to the repressive
crisis surrounding Brazil’s unelected President Michel Temer. In mid-May 2017,
President Morales referred to U.S. military interventions as “the worst disgrace
to humanity,” adding that they are carried out with the intention to “steal
natural resources.”

Ecuador

e Ecuador supports the OPEC proposal to extend oil cuts for nine months

The Ecuadorian oil ministry announced in a bulletin that the OPEC and
producer countries outside the bloc will discuss in the last week of May 2017, a
six or a nine-month extension of the global pact to cut oil pumping, indicating
the latter option as the most probable. The Ecuadorian government said that
these agreements will bring fairer international prices for producing countries.
The main responsible for the oversupply worldwide is the shale oil produced in
the United States. Faced with this competitor, the OPEC and its partners are
looking for alternatives to reach a barrel price that is neither too high nor too
low.>

Russia
e 2000EAB8O0 . Ax #EOEI EAT O0AOOAI CAO *AO

Russia carried out the maiden flight of its new MS-21 medium-range passenger
plane on May 28, its first post-Soviet foray into production of a mainline
commercial aircraft which it hopes will rival those of its Western competitors.
The test flight, which was not announced to media beforehand, comes three
weeks after China staged the maiden flight of its new Cgi9 passenger jet (May
5, 2017), highlighting the growing competition to industry heavyweights
Boeing and Airbus. Russian officials have said the MS-21 is superior to its
Western-made counterparts in many respects and will be snapped up by both

*! Santiago Times, “Bolivia’s Sacha Llorenti Set to Assume U.N. Security Council Presidency,”
http://santiagotimes.cl/2017/05/27/bolivias-sacha-llorenti-set-to-assume-un-security-council-presidency/,
Accessed on 29 May 2017.

*2Ecuador Times, “Ecuador Supports the OPEC Proposal to Extend Oil Cuts for Nine Months,”
http://www.ecuadortimes.net/ecuador-supports-the-opec-proposal-to-extend-oil-cuts-for-nine-months/,
Accessed on 29 May 2017.
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Russian and foreign carriers, but Western analysts says both Russia and China
face a huge challenge to shatter the transatlantic airplane duopoly. Production
is expected to start in the next two years and state media have said numerous
contracts with domestic and foreign carriers have already been agreed. It will
be a low cost aircraft carriers.”

Russia and Its Defence

Russian President Vladimir Putin at a meeting’* on drawing up a new state
armament program for 2018-2025 said that the share of Yars new-generation
mobile and silo-based ICBM systems in the Russian Strategic Missile Force will
rise to 72% by the end of this year. At the same meeting a decision was taken
to postpone the development of a new aircraft carrier and a new class of
nuclear-powered destroyers for the Russian Navy. The meeting was to draft a
rearmament agenda through 2025. The program will be a follow-on to a 19
trillion ruble (U.S. $337 billion) effort began in 20m, which ends in 20:2o0.
Despite the naval deferral, Russian rearmament will continue to focus heavily
on strengthening its nuclear triad until at least 2025. The program calls for the
completion of three intercontinental ballistic missile development programs:
the RS-26 Rubezh (a development of the Yars-M), RS-28 Sarmat and the rail-
based Bagruzin by 2020.%

Russia and India

During the upcoming visit of India Prime Minister Narendra Modi's to St
Petersburg on June 1-2, India and Russia are expected to launch a process to
create a free trade zone under the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). Both the
countries are looking to undertake joint economic projects in the resource-rich
Eurasian region. According to the officials, India will soon formalise the FTA
with EAEU and the announcement of it is likely to be made following the
annual summit between Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin on June 1.
Both sides have accepted a report prepared by the Joint Feasibility Study
Group on India-EAEU FTA and the formal negotiations would begin by July.5

http:/Amwwv.foxbusiness.comffeatures/2017/05/28/ussia  -squaresup-to-boeing-airbus-with -maidenyet-flight html(Accessed
onMay 29, 2017).

**The meeting took place on May 18. “Putin: Advanced ballistic missile systems to beef up Russia's strategic
forces”, TASS, May 18, 2017. http://tass.com/defense/946489 (Accessed on May 29, 2017).

**Matthew Brodner, “Russia’s Putin Drafts New Rearmament Program”, Defense News, May 26, 2017.
http://www.defensenews.com/articles/russias-putin-drafts-new-rearmament-program (Accessed on May 29,

2017).

**Dipanjan Roy Choudhury, “India, Russia plan Free Trade Agreement in Eurasian region”, Economic Times,
May 29, 2017. http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-russia-plan-free-trade-
agreement-in-eurasian-region/articleshow/58885682.cms (Accessed on May 29, 2017).
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e Russia and the Arctic

The Russian Defense Ministry said on May 26 that it was planning to establish
an Arctic research and testing scientific center this year.”” According to Lt.
Gen. Igor Makushev, head of the Military-Scientific Committee of the Russian
Armed Forces that the military research and testing center will be used for
developing weapons and military logistics designed for the Arctic region. With
order from the Russian President Vladimir Putin, the centre is instructed to be
established by 2017 (month has not been specified). The branches of the Arctic
Research and Scientific Centre would be in Arkhangelsk, Priozersk and St.
Petersburg.>®

e Russia and the US

In his first television interview since he assumed his Cabinet position, US
Secretary of Defense James Mattis on May 28 on a question on what Russia
wants, said that Russia rather than becoming a part of Europe is trying to
become a strategic competitor. He said that he is unable to understand the
reason behind Russia treating NATO as a threat. On dealing with the country,
he said that President Trump will try to resolve issues between the two
countries through diplomatic means however, if Russia becomes offensive
such as threat to cyber security or annexing borders of other countries then
America will confront the Russians.

¢ Russia and Sanctions

European Council President Donald Tusk urged Group of Seven leaders on
May 27 to stick to their sanctions policy on Russia over the Ukraine crisis, a
day after a senior US official said Washington had no position on the issue.
"Since our last G7 summit in Japan (in 2016) we haven't seen anything to justify
a change in our sanctions policy towards Russia. Therefore I will appeal to the
other G7 leaders to reconfirm this policy,” Tusk told reporters in Sicily. White
House economic adviser Gary Cohn on May 26 said that "I think the president
is looking at it. Right now, we don’t have a position.”®

¥“Russia to Set Up Military Scientific-Testing Centre for the Arctic Zone”, Sputnik, May 26, 2017.
https://sputniknews.com/russia/201705261054020094-russia-military-research-arctic/ (Accessed on May 29,
2017).
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South Asia

Afghanistan

IEC Finalizes Draft Plan For Voters List - The Independent Election Commission
(IEC) has finalized a draft plan for voters list with the hope that the next elections will be
held under the e-voting system, the IEC operational deputy chief WasimaBadghisi said.
Badghisi said the draft plan was formulated for an electronic system. Meanwhile, the
Presidential Palace has said that government has accelerated its efforts to ensure the
delivery of budget for elections. The IEC had initially announced that it intended to call
in local, regional and international experts to assist with a strategic assessment around
implementing an e-voting system. It is believed that the new voters list would leave
significant impact on ensuring the credibility and legitimacy of the electoral process.
However, the IEC has said that $68 million USD is required to execute the plan. Elections
monitoring groups and observers have raised their hope that the new plan would ensure
transparency and legitimacy of the upcoming elections.*

Kabul Process Meeting On Peace Scheduled For June - The presidential
palace said this week it is reaching out to regional countries to support moves
to end the war and in line with this has scheduled the Kabul Process conference
for next month. ShahhussainMurtazawi, the acting presidential spokesman,
said regional partners will take part in this all-important meeting. He did not
however specify what countries will attend. The meeting is scheduled to take
place on June 6 and delegates will look at ways to bring an end to the war in
Afghanistan. The Kabul Process aims to secure support for an agreement to end
support for cross-border terrorism. President Ghani said that a stable
Afghanistan would benefit the region and the world, and stressed the potential
for gas pipelines, internet connectivity and other advantages of the strategic
location of Afghanistan at the heart of Asia.”"

Poland may send more troops to Afghanistan - Poland is likely to increase
the number of its troops in Afghanistan in line with decisions taken at NATO
leaders’ summit in Brussels, the Polish envoy to Kabul said. Non-resident Polish
ambassador to Afghanistan Tomasz Lukaszuk handed over a letter from the
Polish President to deputy Afghan foreign minister Nasir AhamdAndisha
during a meeting on Sunday, a statement from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MoFA) said. The letter had been written to the President of Afghanistan, the
statement said, quoting Tomasz as saying the number of Polish troops in
Afghanistan was likely to be increased. He also talked about economic

60
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cooperation between Afghanistan and Poland and stressed expansion of
relations between the two countries. Nasir Ahmad Andisha highlighted the
importance of economic ties and investment opportunities for businessmen of
the two countries and their participation in trade expos.®

¢ Trump Discusses Fight against Terror with Ghani - US President Donald
Trump held a meeting with President Ashraf Ghani on the sidelines of the Arab
Islamic American Summit to discuss security and fight against terrorism in the
country, the White House said in a statement Monday. President Trump
welcomed President Ghani’s leadership in Afghanistan on fighting terrorism
and implementing key reforms. He also commended the brave service of
Afghan security forces as they fight to secure their country.®

¢ Jamiat-e-Islami Eyes Major Role in Afghan Presidential Elections - The
Jamiat-e-Islami of Afghanistan led by Salahuddin Rabbani and Ata Mohammad
Noor eyes major role in the next presidential elections of Afghanistan by
expanding the leadership council of the party. Speaking during a gathering in
Kabul, Rabbani said the party will have a presence in the next presidential
elections. Rabbani further added that temporary leadership council of the party
has expanded and is now having more than 60 members, which was previously
having only 9 members. Emphasizing on pluralism as key principle of the party,
Rabbani said Jamiat-e-Islami is home to all Afghans and anyone can become a
member of it.*

e China Vows More Support to Afghan Forces and Peace Process - The
Chinese officials have pledged more support by Beijing to the Afghan National
Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF) and the Afghan peace process. The Office
of the National Security Council (ONSC) in a statement said the latest
commitment was made during a meeting between the Afghan and the Chinese
national security advisers in Moscow. The statement further added that the
national security adviser Mohammad HanifAtmar met with his Chinese
counterpart on the sidelines of the Moscow summit. The two sides had in
depth discussions regarding the bilateral cooperation between Kabul and
Beijing, the statement said.®

2 "poland may send more troops to Afghanistan”, Pakhwok News, 28 May 2017.
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2017/05/28/poland-may-send-more-troops-afghanistan accessed on 29 May 2017.
8 “Trump Discusses Fight against Terror with Ghani", Outlook Afghanistan, 23 May 2017.
http://www.outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=18242 accessed on 24 May 2017.

8 «Jamiat-e-Islami Eyes Major Role in Afghan Presidential Elections”, Khaama Press, May 23, 2017,
http://www.khaama.com/jamiat-e-islami-eyes-major-role-in-afghan-presidential-elections-02810 (accessed on
May 29, 2017)

8 «“China Vows More Support to Afghan Forces and Peace Process”, Khaama Press, May 25, 2017,
http://www.khaama.com/china-vows-more-support-to-afghan-forces-and-peace-process-02830 (accessed on
May 29, 2017)
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NATO Chief Urges Afghan Govt To Fight Corruption, Bring Reforms -
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in an interview with TOLO news said
that in return to NATO’s assistance and support to Afghanistan, the
organization asks the Afghan government to fight corruption, bring reforms
and build reliable security institutions. Stoltenberg said the continuation of
NATO’s support to Afghanistan requires a number of conditions. “It is
condition-based operation. And what we want in return is that Afghanistan
continue to implement reforms to build strong and reliable security institutions
and also fight corruption and the fight against corruption is extremely
important because it weakens the armed forces of Afghanistan but it also
undermines political support in NATO allied countries and partner countries to
provide support with training and also financial support to Afghanistan,” he
said.*®

Terrorists Hiding, Collecting Money in Pakistan: Ghani - President Ashraf
Ghani says he is still awaiting the implementation of the commitments
Pakistan made five months ago to help end the conflict in the country. In an
interview with a Pan-Arab daily, Ghani alleged many terrorists were hiding in
Pakistan and collecting funds there, but concrete action against the extremists
was yet to be taken. He told Asharq al-Awsat newspaper over a million Afghani
citizens had started returning to their country from Pakistan and Iran. The
Afghans were driving al-Qaeda and ISIS fighters from their areas, he added.
About the Arab-Islamic-US summit, the president said it was the first major
step towards regaining the glory of Islam as an international civilisation based
on science, peace and tolerance.”’

India Could Send Troops to Afghanistan Under UN Mission: Expert - With
the Trump Administration looking at other countries to share the
responsibilities in addressing major global challenges, a prominent Indian
defense expert on 25" May 2017, told a Washington audience that New Delhi
could perhaps be persuaded to send up to a division of Indian troops - around
15,000 -- to Afghanistan under a United Nations Peacekeeping mission. “If
invited, if there is a UN peacekeeping force ... it is my considered view that
perhaps India could be persuaded to send up to a division, provided the
logistics are in place, provided Pakistan's so-called sensibilities can be put in
place,” Brig (Rtd) GurmeetKanwal, from the Institute for Defense Studies and

®®SamimFaramarz, “NATO Chief Urges Afghan Govt To Fight Corruption, Bring Reforms”, Tolo news, May
27, 2017, http://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/nato-chief-urges-afghan-govt-fight-corruption-bring-reforms

(accessed on May 29, 2017)
®7 «Terrorists Hiding, Collecting Money in Pakistan: Ghani”, Daily Outlook Afghanistan, May 28, 2017,
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=18271 (accessed on May 29, 2017)
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Analysis, said in a close door round table at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars.®®

Bangladesh

People to resist if India helps a particular party - KhandakerMosharraf
Hossain on Wednesday (May 23) said BNP will welcome if India offers to help
Bangladesh create a congenial election atmosphere for ensuring people's voting
rights in the next general elections. However, people will come up with a strong
resistance if the neighbouring country wants to help a particular party cling to
power as it did in the 2014 election.®

US to cut financial aid, stop military support -The Trump administration, in
a proposed US State Department budget, has recommended the reduction
financial assistance and military support for Bangladesh. The proposal has
already been sent for the approval of Congress. In 2016, Bangladesh received
$210m in funds from the US. However, the State Department has proposed to
cut the amount to $138m for 2018. In addition, the proposed budget has
recommended that the US stop all military funding to Bangladesh, having
provided $2m for the purpose in 2016.7°

Japan to continue cooperation with Bangladesh -President of Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Shinichi Kitaoka on Thursday (May
25) met Sheikh Hasina and stated that "Japan will never stop cooperation with
Bangladesh." In reply to prime minister's comments about various initiatives
that her government has taken to fight terrorism, he said, "People's eyes are the
best defence and it's a very good move you've taken." Kitaoka went on saying,
"I'm really impressed to see the development taken place in Bangladesh under
your dynamic leadership. He highly appreciated Bangladesh's achievements in
the millennium development goals (MDGs).”

Govt picks Gazprom, 2 others to drill onshore wells -The government has
selected Russian energy giant Gazprom and two other foreign oil companies for
drilling 13 exploratory onshore gas wells in the country, even though state-
owned exploration company Bapex has the capacity to implement the project.
The other two companies are Azerbaijan-based SOCAR AQS LLC and China-

88 India Could Send Troops to Afghanistan under UN Mission: Expert”, Daily Outlook Afghanistan, May 28,
2017, http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=18268 (accessed on May 29, 2017)
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based Sinopec International Petroleum Service Corporation. The project is

expected to extract around 250 million cubic feet of gas everyday within a

year.”*

e Plotstokill( AOET A EAOAEAA AO +EAIGbédu®andelr AAE AA

on Sunday (May 28) alleged that various plots, including one to kill AL

president Sheikh Hasina, were hatched at the BNP chairperson Gulshan office.

He also advised BNP to talk less about the recent raid on its chairperson's

Gulshan office. "It'll be better for BNP not to dig out again various conspiracies

hatched at that office during the BNP regime."”?
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Pakistan

Gilgit and Pakistan Occupied Kashmir - Anti-Pakistan political unrest is
growing by the day in Gilgit with the region's leaders calling on the state of
Pakistan to vacate the occupation of the region. Speaking at a political rally in
Gilgit despite a ban on such gatherings, local Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
leader Amjad Hussain said that it is time for the people of Gilgit to rise against
Pakistani occupation. He added that its time that the federal government starts
treating the people of Gilgit as humans and stop their loot of land and
resources. Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) leaders also voiced their concerns regarding the
formation of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) over the right to
compensation for the acquisition of community land and forceful acquisition of
land.”

US and Pakistan - US Ambassador David Hale on May 22™ hoped Pakistan
would live up to its pledge of not allowing terrorists to use its soil against any
other country as he called for greater Pak-US cooperation for peace and
stability in the region. The two statements on the GHQ meeting issued by the
US embassy and ISPR pointed to the American ambassador taking up the issue
of alleged Taliban sanctuaries on Pakistani soil.* It can be noted here that the
Trump administration on May 23" proposed converting the US foreign military
financing (FMF) for Pakistan into a loan guarantee but has left it to the State

"prithvi Man Shrestha, "Elections with added units not possible on June 14, says EC", The Kathmandu Post, 25
May 2017,

http://epaper.ekantipur.com/the-kathmandu-post/2017-05-26/1

8 "Modi calls dahal, congratulates for holding polls successfully”, The Kathmandu Post, 25 May 2017,
http://epaper.ekantipur.com/the-kathmandu-post/2017-05-26/1

" Ghulam Abbas, “PPP criticises government for sidelining GB in CPEC-related projects”, Pakistan Today,
May 15, 2017, https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/05/15/ppp-criticises-government-for-sidelining-gb-in-
cpec-related-projects/ (accessed on May 28, 2017)

8BagqirSajjad Syed, “US envoy reminds Pakistan of pledge in anti-terror fight”, Dawn, May 23, 2017,
https://www.dawn.com/news/1334837 (accessed on May 28, 2017)
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Department to make a final decision. The State Department issued a new travel
advisory for Pakistan on May 23", second in 45 days, urging citizens to
postpone travels to Pakistan because of “increased terrorist violence”.*

e PM Sharif in Riyadh - Pakistanis are ashamed at the way Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif was treated in Saudi Arabia during his recent visit to the
Kingdom, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman Imran Khan has said. The
PM left for Saudi Arabia on May 21 on a two-day visit to attend the US-Arab-
Islamic Summit in Riyadh. He attended the moot on the invitation of Saudi
King Salman Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud. Neither was PM Sharif given the
opportunity to address the Summit, nor was he given the opportunity to meet
US President Trump on the sidelines of the Summit. “The nations of Europe
have also endured unspeakable horror. So too have the nations of Africa and
even South America. India, Russia, China and Australia have been victims,” US
President Donald Trump said in his keynote address, not including Pakistan in
his speech.®? The Foreign Office on May 25" played down what is being seen as
a diplomatic embarrassment during the Riyadh summit by blaming it on
paucity of time, saying that the Saudi monarch apologised to all participating
leaders who did not get an opportunity to speak.®

Indian Ocean Region

¢ India- Mauritius Signed Maritime Security Agreement - Prime Minister of
Mauritius PravindJugnauth paid three day visit - from 26 May to 27 May 2017-
to India. This was his first official foreign visit after assuming the office of the
Prime Minister of Mauritius in January 2017. On the second day of the visit (27
May 2017), India announced a $500 million line of credit for Mauritius and also
signed a bilateral agreement on maritime security cooperation.® India and
Mauritius are looking forward to strengthen cooperation to combat piracy,
trafficking of drug and humans, illegal fishing and illegal exploitation of
maritime resources.®> In a Press Statement, issued on 27 May 2017, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said, "he and his Mauritius counterpart are agree that
effective management of conventional and non-conventional threats in the

81 Anwar Igbal, “US proposes converting military financing for Pakistan into loans”, Dawn, May 24, 2017,
https://www.dawn.com/news/1335066 (accessed on May 28, 2017)

82 «“pakistanis ashamed at how PM Nawaz was treated in Saudi Arabia: Imran Khan”, The Express Tribune, May
22, 2017, https://tribune.com.pk/story/1416214/pakistanis-ashamed-pm-nawaz-treated-saudi-arabia-imran-khan/
(accessed on May 28, 2017)

8 «pPM among 30 leaders who did not get to speak in Riyadh: FO”, Dawn, May 26, 2017,
https://www.dawn.com/news/1335440 (accessed on May 28, 2017)

# India reaches out to Mauritius with $500 million pledge, May 28, 2017,
http://economictimes.indiatimes.comhttp://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-
reaches-out-to-mauritius-with-500-million-
pledge/printarticle/58880622.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst,
(accessed on 28 May 2017).

®lIbid.
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Indian Ocean is essential to pursue economic opportunities; protect the
livelihood of our communities, and provide security to our people. And, for this
India-Mauritius cooperation is very very important."86

e PMSS Dasht: Third Pakistani Maritime Patrol Ship for Security of CPEC -
Pakistan has inducted PMSS Dasht, the third maritime patrol ship for the
security of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).*” The other two
ships inducted for the same purpose are PMSS Hingol and the PMSS Basol.*®

All three ships are Chinese built.The Minister for Ports and Shipping,

Government of Pakistan Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo was present during the

induction ceremony of PMSS Dasht. Speaking during the ceremony, as quoted

in Dawn, Bizenjo said “this [CPEC] region is being seen with great interest by
world powers. The instability in our neighbourhood poses serious challenges
for the entire region, particularly Pakistan.”® Mr Bizenjo also said (As quoted
by Dawn), “the government allocated over $i150 million to enable the PMSA
fleet to protect our maritime area and sea lines of communication. This will add

a great deal to the security fibre not only for the CPEC but for all maritime

zones of Pakistan.”’

e Indian Navy Send Navy Ships to Sri Lanka for Rescue and Relief
Operation - INS Kirtch and INS Shardul, two ships of Indian Navy, have
already reached Sri Lanka to provide immediate assistance in flood relief
operation.” In Sri Lanka, torrential rains and landslides in southern and
western part of the country have caused many deaths and "massive
devastation".”* "Indian naval ship ‘INS Kirch’ reached at Colombo Port on 27
May, 2017 while INS Shardul reached on 28 May 2017 with relief materials and
skilled navy personals to assist the ongoing disaster relief efforts.”

8 press Statement by Prime Minister during the State visit of Prime Minister of Mauritius to India, May 27,
2017, http://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-
Statements.htm?dtl/28495/Press+Statement+by+Prime+Minister+during+the+State+visit+of+Prime+Minister+o
f+Mauritius+to+India+May+27+2017, (accessed on May 28, 2017).
8 Third maritime patrol ship inducted for security of CPEC, May 23, 2017,
http://www.dnaindia.com/world/report-third-maritime-patrol-ship-inducted-for-security-of-cpec-2447915
(accessed on May 29, 2017)
*Ibid.
8 Third maritime patrol ship inducted for security of CPEC route, May 23, 2017,
glt;[tps:llwww.dawn.com/news/1334827, (accessed on May 29 2017).

Ibid.
°! Indian Navy joins flood relief operations in Sri Lanka, May 27, 2017,
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/270517/indian-navy-joins-flood-relief-operations-in-sri-
lanka.html, (accessed on May 29, 2017).

% Indian Navy joins flood relief operations in Sri Lanka, May 27, 2017, http://www.business-
standard.com/article/news-ani/indian-navy-joins-flood-relief-operations-in-sri-lanka-117052700130_1.html,
(accessed on May 29, 2017).

% Indian Naval persons assist rescue and relief operation, May 28, 2017, http://reliefweb.int/report/sri-
lanka/indian-naval-persons-assist-rescue-and-relief-operation, (accessed on May 29, 2017).
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Maldives

Trump seeks to slash aid to S. Asia with heavy cuts to Maldives - US
President Donald Trump has submitted to congress a reduction in foreign aid
to South Asia which includes a heavy cut in the amount of aid provided by the
US to the Maldives.The National Budget proposed to congress by Trump’s
government includes USD 1.4 billion as aid to South Asia instead of the USD 2
billion previously given. While the Former President Barack Obama gave USD
3.3 million to the Maldives under the US foreign aid policy, Trump’s
government has proposed to limit the amount to USD 444,000. This is a
decrease of 86 percent. While the previous USD 3.3 million was provided for
religious development, military activities and anti-terrorism activities, the new
aid is only given to anti-terrorism activities and for opportunities in
Professional Military Education.

Including the Maldives, aid to Sri Lanka has also been lowered from USD 42.5
million to USD 3.3 million and aid to Bangladesh has been slashed from USD
210 million to USD 138 million. The highest amount of aid is given to
Afghanistan which is USD 782 million. The amendments are expected to be
passed as the Republican Party holds the majority of the congress.**

Sheikh Imran and Nazim transferred to house arrest - Adhaalath Party
leader Sheikh Imran Abdulla and former Defence Minister Mohamed Nazim
were transferred from prison to house arrest 26™ May. The high-profile
prisoners were transferred for the duration of the fasting month of Ramadan,
which began on 27™ May. After almost a year under house arrest, Nazim was
taken back to jail on March 29 amid a “ramped up crackdown” in the wake of
the opposition alliance’s failed bid to remove the speaker of parliament. Imran
was taken back on April 23, hours after the high court upheld his controversial
terrorism conviction. He was sentenced to 12 years in jail over his speech at a
25,000-strong protest march in May 2015. The widely condemned conviction
marked the first terrorism sentence passed in the Maldives over a speech made
at a political gathering.”

Sri Lanka

Over 493, ooo displaced: Death toll increased up to 113 7 Thetotal number
of displaced persons due to floods and landslides in Sri Lanka increased up to
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493, 455, Disaster Management Center sources said. The number of safety
centers has increased up to 185. Co- Cabinet spokesman Minister Dr.
RajithaSenarathne addressing media on 27th May said that the death toll has
increased up to 113. Meanwhile, steps have been taken to maintain the health
services in the affected areas amidst the disturbances and the Public Health
Inspectors have been given instructions to prevent a possible epidemic
situation.%®

Australia and Sri Lanka to enhance cooperation in maritime security -
President Maithripala Sirisena during his visit to Australia last week assured
that his government is totally committed to support the campaign against
human smuggling and sea piracy. He said that Sri Lanka would extend
maximum cooperation to the efforts taken to enhance maritime security. The
President made this statement when the Australian Defence Minister Marise
Payne called on him at the Shangri-La Hotel in Sydney on 25th May. President
Sirisena said that drug smuggling has also become a major threat to many
countries and emphasized the need for broad international cooperation to
eliminate the menace.®”

Second Indian ship INS Shardul arrives at Colombo Port with flood relief
- Followingthe devastating floods and landslides in Sri Lanka, The second
Indian naval ship dispatched to Sri Lanka to render assistance to rescue and
relief operations arrived in Colombo Port on 28" May. The High Commissioner
of India to Sri Lanka, Taranjit Singh Sandhu handed over the relief supplies to
the Minister of Foreign Affairs Ravi Karunanayake. INS Shardul with 27 officers
and 100 sailors carried a medical team of three doctors and 6 medical assistants,
a diving team of 12 divers, and several life-saving teams. In addition the ship
brought dry rations, bottles of drinking water, tents and medicines. India
dispatched three navy ships to assist the rescue and relief operations launched
by the tri forces.®

West Asia

Saudi Arabia and GCC

Saudi Arabia has launched a massive hunt to flush out the expatriates living
there illegally. It has announced, both, stick and carrot policy. First, it

%« Over 493, 000 displaced: Death toll increased up to 1137, 28 May 2017, https:/news.lk/news/sri-
lanka/item/16895-over-493-000-displaced-death-toll-increased-up-to-113(accessed on 29 May 2017)
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“Australia and Sri Lanka to enhance cooperation in maritime security”, 26 May 2017,

https://news.Ik/news/sri-lanka/item/16867-australia-and-sri-lanka-to-enhance-cooperation-in-maritime-
security(accessed on 27 May 2017)

“Second Indian ship INS Shardul arrives at Colombo Port with flood relief”, 28 May 2017,
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_17A/May28_1495980103CH.php (accessed on 29 May 2017)
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announced a 9o-day amnesty scheme, providing free and safe exit visa to all
those expats living illegally in the kingdom and wanted to go back. Otherwise,
all the expats living illegally would have to face penal action, including heavy
fines and imprisonments, thereafter. In March 2017, the Interior Ministry
termed the whole process as “A national Without Violators”.?® The Ministry has
estimated that around 1 million workers are living in the kingdom without
proper papers or are over staying, including all those who came for Hajj and
Umra. The Ministry expects them to leave the country by availing the amnesty
scheme within go-days."”” To receive the passports of the illegal expats, the
ministry has opened up 8o locations in 13 provinces. According to Maj Gen.
Jamman Al-Ghamdi, advisor to the director of Public Security, as many as
276,000 expatriates have received exit visas benefitting from the amnesty and

101

more than 60,000 of them have already left the country.

Similar to others countries such as Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, the Indian
Diplomatic Missions in Saudi Arabia have also opened up 21 locations,
including Riyadh and Jeddah to receive the passports and issue travel papers to
the stranded Indian workers there (ibid.). According to Indian Ambassador
Javed Ahmed Khan so far 26,000 emergency travel passes have been issued to
stranded Indian nationals wishing to take advantage to the general amnesty
announced by the Saudi government to return home.” The Indian embassy
has opened separate counters at the passport office in Shumasi District, the
Ambassador informed. The Indian Embassy in Riyadh and the Consulate
General in Jeddah received a total of 26,713 applications for emergency travel
passes and issued 25,894 since the general amnesty was announced 56 days ago.
People from Uttar Pradesh formed the majority with 11,390 applicants while
Telangana had 2,733 applicants, West Bengal 2,332, Tamil Nadu 2,022, Kerala
1,736, Bihar 1,491, Andhra Pradesh 1,120 and Rajasthan 853.” 67 per cent of the
illegal cases are of huroob (runaway) and the embassy is working fast to get exit
visit for these workers.

However, the Ambassador informed that those expats who are listed as matloob
(wanted) and have committed crimes and those who are holding valid
residence, visa and passport are not allowed to avail the scheme. The embassy
has provided toll-free number, which can be accessed round the clock.

% Mohammad Al Sulami, “90-day amnesty granted to residency, labour violators in Saudi Arabia”, Arab News,
19 March 2017, http://www.arabnews.com/node/1070766/saudi-arabia

100 & million expats expected to leave Saudi Arabia under amnesty plarab News 18 April 2017,
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1086271/saudi-arabia
101 Gpaudi Arabia : Over 26,000 illegal Indians seek Ai T AOO28d hMay

2017 http://www.bhatkallys.com/gulf/saudi -arabia-26000-illegal-indians-seek-amnesty/
1% |bid.
1% Ibid.
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Beneficiaries
of the campaign:

Once the amnesty period expires, all those who are still living illegally in Saudi
Arabia will be penalized harshly, including heavy fines, said the ministry.
“Violating the residency system entails deportation, a prison sentence and
fines. The fine can range between SRi5,000 ($4,000) and SRi00,000, Gen.
Sulaiman Al-Yahya, director general of the Passport Department, told the Saudi

state-run news channel Al-Ekhbariya”."*

In fact, amnesty schemes are not a new thing in GCC countries, including Saudi
Arabia. These states, from time to time, used to announce such schemes and
have been providing safe and easy exit options to the expats living in the
Kingdom without proper papers, including the runaway expats, known as
Huroob in Arabic. A similar scheme was launched by the labour ministry in
2013, “targeting illegal residents and expats working in jobs different to those
they were recruited for. The status of nearly 3 million expats was corrected at
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the time”.

GCC countries are the only in the world, which issue such schemes and provide
safe exit to the foreign workers living illegally there. Otherwise, all other
countries penalize foreign workers once they become illegal.
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Israel

e US Presidential Visit - Referring to his two-day visit to Israel and the
Palestinian territories, US president stated that the Palestinian leader "assured
me he's willing to reach for peace with Israel in good faith...Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu assured me that he too was ready to reach for
peace”. During his trip, Trump became the first sitting US president to visit the
Western Wall and he described the holy site as "a monument to the
perseverance of the Jewish people."*® During the trip, Trump proposed that
steps be taken towards a normalization of relations between Israel and Arab
countries first, and only afterward efforts in the Israeli-Palestinian Arab peace
process be undertaken. PA President Abbas rejected the proposal later."””
Trump during his speech on May 23™ touched on many subjects, such as Iran's
support of terrorism and the Palestinian National Authority's policy to give
stipends to the families of terrorists."®

e Prisoners Hunger Strike Over 7z A 4o-day hunger strike by Palestinian
security prisoners ended May 27" after an agreement was reached between the
Palestinian Authority and Red Cross to provide the prisoners with additional
family visits, the Israel Prisons Service said."*

e Poll on Peace Talks - The poll of 500 Palestinians from the West Bank and
Gaza was conducted by Arab World for Research and Development (AWRAD),
a Ramallah-based research institute. Forty-nine percent of Palestinians—43% in
the West Bank and 57% in the Gaza Strip—said they back the revival of
negotiations which broke down three years ago, whereas 45 percent of
Palestinians said they would oppose a resumption of these talks. The poll
results were published on May 28"

e Israel and Lebanon - Israel has prepared a plan for a partial evacuation of
communities near its border with Lebanon should growing tension with terror
group Hezbollah erupt into a military conflict. A senior Israeli military official
confirmed media reports that Hezbollah has more than 100,000 rockets that
can cover all of Israel, but said “go percent” of them are short-range rockets,

1%Eytan Halon, “Wrapping Up Trip, Trump Says Abbas And Netanyahu Are Committed To Peace”, The
Jerusalem Post, May 27, 2017, http://www.jpost.com/International/Trump-reaffirms-Americas-unbreakable-
bond-with-Israel-494069 (accessed on May 28, 2017)

97 Dalit Halevi, “Abbas rejects Trump's peace proposal”, ArutzSheva, May 28, 2017,
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/230260 (accessed on May 28, 2017)

1% tamarEichner, AmihaiAttali and OrlyAzoulay, “Israel's right-wing celebrates Trump's speech”, Y Net News,
May 24, 2017, http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4966831,00.html (accessed on May 28, 2017)
10gEliyahuKamisher, “Palestinian Hunger Strike Ends After 40th Day”, The Jerusalem Post, May 27, 2017,
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Palestinian-prisoners-hunger-strike-ends-after-marathon-
negotiations-494037 (accessed on May 28, 2017)

110 Adam Rasgon, “The Trump Effect: Slight Uptick In Palestinian Support For Peace Talks”, The Jerusalem
Post, May 28, 2017, http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/The-Trump-effect-slightly-more-Palestinians-
support-peace-talks-494145 (accessed on May 28, 2017)
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with a range of about 28 miles. “We know that (Hezbollah Secretary General
Hassan) Nasrallah wants to harm Israeli civilians and he is using psychological
warfare against our citizens...But we also believe that Nasrallah is acting out of
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weakness because he has lost about 1500 fighters in Syria.
Turkey

¢ Turkey parliament commission finds 'intelligence weaknesses' pre

C0up112

A Turkish parliamentary panel has concluded that US-based cleric Fethullah
Gulen was behind the failed 15 July 2016 coup in the country. The report also
criticized the state intelligence agency for "deficiency” before the coup
happened. A cross-party commission including the main opposition Republican
People's Party (CHP) was set up after a Turkish military faction tried to
overthrow President Recep Tayyip Erdogan last July.

The head of the commission Resat Petek said Friday the report "clearly and
with certainty” found that the Islamic movement led by Muslim cleric Fethullah
Gulen was behind the events of July 15, quoted by state-run news agency
Anadolu. Turkey refers to the movement as the "Fethullah Terrorist
Organisation (FETO)". The lawmaker said this was "one of the most important
factors" in the timing of the bid moving forward from 16 July at 3 am to 8.30 pm

on 15 July because of undefined actions taken by the spy agency and military
chief of staff.

e 400EAUR %5 O EEAE 1T &£/& AEI AOAOAT ACGCAT AA E

meeting™

In a highly-anticipated gathering on May 25, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
met European Council President Donald Tusk and European Commission head
Jean-Claude Juncker before a NATO summit in the Belgian capital, where they
agreed to revive strained ties.

! Linda Gradstein & The Media Line, “Israel Preparing Partial Evacuation In Case Of Conflict With Lebanon”,
The Jerusalem Post, May 28, 2017, http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Israel-preparing-partial-
evacuation-in-case-of-conflict-with-Lebanon-494111 (accessed on May 28, 2017)

12 http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-parliament-commission-finds-intelligence-weaknesses-pre-coup-
650666924

s http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-eu-to-kick-off-bilateral-agenda-in-junes-political-dialogue-
meeting-.aspx?pagelD=238&nID=113642&NewsCatID=510

39


http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Israel-preparing-partial-evacuation-in-case-of-conflict-with-Lebanon-494111
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Israel-preparing-partial-evacuation-in-case-of-conflict-with-Lebanon-494111
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-parliament-commission-finds-intelligence-weaknesses-pre-coup-650666924
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-parliament-commission-finds-intelligence-weaknesses-pre-coup-650666924
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-eu-to-kick-off-bilateral-agenda-in-junes-political-dialogue-meeting-.aspx?pageID=238&nID=113642&NewsCatID=510
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-eu-to-kick-off-bilateral-agenda-in-junes-political-dialogue-meeting-.aspx?pageID=238&nID=113642&NewsCatID=510

In the meeting, EU officials asked Erdogan about Ankara’s intention regarding
its membership bid with the bloc and whether or not it would step in to restart
the process, according to the official. Erdogan, in his earlier remarks, had
vowed that Ankara would reconsider its position on joining the bloc if it kept
waiting much longer and if the current “hostile mentality” of some member-
states persisted.

e ' AOIi ATUR 4O60EAU O AEOADOOO di AEOI EE
Report™

The German government will hold discussions with the Turkish government for
another two weeks over the resolution of the latest refusal of a German
delegation’s visit to the Incirlik air base in the southern province of Adana, Der
Spiegel reported on May 27.

On May 15, Turkey rejected a group of German lawmakers’ request to visit the
base on the grounds that Berlin granted asylum to former Turkish officers who
allegedly took part in the July 2016 failed coup attempt. The move immediately
prompted Germany to discuss whether to remove its troops stationed at the
base unless the crisis is resolved, with German officials naming Jordan as one of
the alternatives.

Quoting officials from the Federal Foreign Office (AA) and the German defense
center, the German weekly reported that two more weeks of talks would be
held with Ankara and then a decision will be made whether to withdraw the
German troops at the base.

e Main opposition CHP offers non-PKK path for PYD relations™

If the Democratic Union Party (PYD) condemns the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), it may provide a way for Turkey to open a channel with
the group that is cooperating with the U.S. in Syria, main opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) Deputy Chair Oztiirk Yilmaz told reporters in
Washington over the weekend. Yilmaz was in Washington 10 days after the visit
of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

14 http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/germany-turkey-to-discuss-incirlik-air-base-rift-for-two-more-weeks-

report.aspx?pagelD=238&n1D=113611&NewsCat|D=351
s http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/main-opposition-chp-offers-non-pkk-path-for-pyd-
relations.aspx?pagelD=238&nID=113650&NewsCatID=338
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“U.S. officials are trying to give the impression that the cooperation with the
PYD is just tactical and temporary. They are trying not to alienate Turkey. We
say this: If the PYD says ‘I condemn the PKK and do not support its activities, I
have no ties to the PKK, this could prove a way forward,” he said, pointing to
Ankara’s relations with the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Iraq as a
possible model.

“We opened a separate channel with the KRG in Iraq because it condemned the
PKK. Why should not there be the same thing in Syria? If the Syrian people
want to have an autonomous structure, it could facilitate that region’s relations
with Turkey. But only on the condition that the PYD cuts its relations with the
PKK,” Yilmaz said.

Cyber Security

e Malta accuses Russia of cyber-attacks in run-up to election"®

The embattled Maltese government has claimed that it has come under attack
from a Russian-backed campaign to undermine it, amid worsening relations
with the Kremlin.

Malta assumed the presidency of Europe’s Council of Ministers in January, an
important position under which it chairs high-level meetings in Brussels and
sets Europe’s political agenda. Since then, the Maltese government’s IT systems
have seen a rise in attacks, according to a source working within its information
technology agency, a government body. He claimed the attacks, which have
increased ahead of next month’s general election, are designed to damage the
government. “In the last two quarters of last year and the first part of this year,
attacks on our servers have increased,” the source said.

“It’s mainly a phishing type of attacks, DDoS (distributed denial of service -
during which huge amounts of data are used to bombard IT systems) and some
malware on computer systems. There has been an increase of about 40% of the
normal level of attacks we would expect. We do not believe they have
penetrated our systems, but some websites are drastically slower. There has
been a tremendous amount of phishing emails - around five million a month.”

118 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/27/russia-behind-cyber-attacks-says-malta-jseph-muscat
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Terrorism and Counter Terrorism

Pakistan

S. No. Date Place Incident Killed | Injure

1 May 22 Khyber Agency / | Five people, including levies personnel, 5 0

FATA

were killed in a bomb blast in the
Akakhel area of the Tirah Valley in
Khyber Agency."”

May 24

Bannu / KP

Unknown armed assailants shot dead a
polio worker, identified Rafidullah, in
Bannu District in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa.™®

Quetta /
Balochistan

Two Chinese nationals, a man and a
woman, were kidnapped from the
Jinnah Town area of Quetta in
Balochistan. "

abduction

May 27

Panjgur /
Balochistan

A man, identified as Kam Jan, was
killed as Iranian border guards fired a
mortar shell in Panjgur District.

May 28

SITE Town /

Karachi

The Sindh Police’s Counterterrorism,
Department claimed to have killed a
wanted gangster in an encounter in
Site Town of Karachi. The killed
suspect was allegedly involved in
targeted killings of at least 10 people,
including a local reporter, minority
members, police and workers of
Muttahida Qaumi Movement, said

CTD SSP Omer Shahid Hamid.”

17 Ali Akbar, Five killed in bomb blast in Khyber Agency's Tirah valley, Dawn, May 22, 2017,
https://www.dawn.com/news/1334698/five-killed-in-bomb-blast-in-khyber-agencys-tirah-valley, accessed on May 23, 2017
118 Ali Akbar, Polio worker shot dead in Bannu, Dawn, May 24, 2017, https://www.dawn.com/news/1335126/polio-worker-
shot-dead-in-bannu, accessed on May 25, 2017
119 Syed Ali Shah, Two Chinese nationals kidnapped from Quetta, Dawn, May 24, 2017,
https://www.dawn.com/news/1335130/two-chinese-nationals-kidnapped-from-quetta, accessed on May 25, 2017
120 Imtiaz Ali, CTD claims killing wanted gangster in ‘encounter’, Dawn, May 29, 2017,
https://www.dawn.com/news/1335948/ctd-claims-killing-wanted-gangster-in-encounter, accessed on May 29, 2017
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Afghanistan

S.No. Date Place Incident Killed Injured

1 May 21 Helmand At least six Policemen were killed 6 3
and three others were injured in an
attack in southern Helmand.”™

2 May 22 Kunduz Three security personnel and 30 33 o
militants have been killed during a
clash and a bomb blast in northern
Kunduz and western  Ghor
Provinces."

3 May 23 Kunduz Taliban ‘deputy chief Mullah 1 0
Abdullah was killed in an airstrike
carried out in the outskirts of the
strategic Kunduz city in the
ongoing counterterrorism
operations."

4 May 23 Washington Dan Coats, Director of National
Intelligence, told members of the
Senate Armed Services Committee Statement
that the security situation in
Afghanistan may deteriorate in

2018."*

5 May 27 Khost A suspected suicide bomber killed 15 0
as many as 14 people near the
football field in Khost province.
Taliban  spokesman  Zabihullah
Mujahid, claimed responsibility for
the attack.™

6 May 27 Khost Fighting between militants and 36 NS
security forces left at least 36 people
dead.
May 28 Uruzgan At least fifty militants, including 50 21

four ISIS terrorists, were killed
during the joint operations of the
Afghan National Defense and
Security Forces (ANDSF) personnel

121 Six Policemen Killed in Helmand, Daily Outlook Afghanistan, May 24, 2017,
http://www.outlookafghanistan.net/assets/epaper/May%2024,%202017/Main%20Page.pdf, accessed on May 25, 2017
122 security Personnel among 33 Killed in Operation, Blast, Daily Outlook Afghanistan, May 23, 2017,
http://www.outlookafghanistan.net/assets/epaper/May%2023,%202017/Main%20Page.pdf, accessed on May 24, 2017
123 Taliban’s Deputy Chief for Tahoka Village Killed, Daily Outlook Afghanistan, May 24, 2017,
http://imwww.outlookafghanistan.net/assets/epaper/May%2024,%202017/Main%20Page.pdf, accessed on May 25, 2017
124 Sjtuation in Afghanistan may deteriorate in 2018: Coats, Daily Outlook Afghanistan, May 25, 2017,
http://Amww.outlookafghanistan.net/assets/epaper/May%2025,%202017/Front%20page.pdf, accessed on May 26, 2017
125 Dozens Dead in Violence as Ramadan Begins, Daily Outlook Afghanistan, May 28, 2017,
http://www.outlookafghanistan.net/assets/epaper/May%2028,%202017/Main%20Page.pdf, accessed on May 29, 2017
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in Uruzgan province. According to
Ministry of Defense statement, at
least 21 insurgents were wounded
during the operations.”®

Iraq

S.No.

Date

Place

Incident

Killed

Injure

May 22

Mosul

Seven Islamic State militants were
killed in a drone from the US-led
coalition targeted their location in
Zanyjili District of Mosul.

May 23

Anbar

“34 terrorists, most of whom were
wearing suicide belts, were killed,
while three booby-trapped vehicles
were destroyed in addition to other
vehicles with guns installed on
them,” the War Media Cell said in a
statement.

34

May 25

Palmyra

Eight members of the Syrian
government forces were killed in
the clashes that broke out with the
Islamic State militants near the city
of Palmyra.”’

May 27

Mosul

Iragi warplanes killed 29 Islamic
State militants and set free 24
civilians from the group’s captivity
as operations to recapture the city
approach their end. The Defense
Ministry’s War Media Cell said the
airstrikes targeted IS locations in
Baaj and Qairawan, west of Mosul
and near the Syrian borders."”®

29

NS

May 27

Nineveh

Iraqi police forces banned women at
areas recaptured from Islamic State
militants in Mosul from wearing the
Islamic full-face cover (nigab) for

CT Measure

126

ISIS militants among 50 killed in joint operations of Afghan forces: MoD, Khaama Press, May 28, 2017,

http://www.khaama.com/isis-militants-among-50-killed-in-joint-operations-of-afghan-forces-mod-02813, accessed on May

29, 2107

127 paa Adel, Clashes between IS and Syrian forces near Homs, 8 casualties, Iragi News, May 25, 2017,

http://Awww.iraginews.com/arab-world-news/clashes-syrian-forces-near-homs-8-casualties/, accessed on May 26, 2017

128 Mohamed Mostafa, Security Kill 29 IS militants, set free 24 civilians west of Mosul, Iragi News,
http://www.iraginews.com/irag-war/security-kill-29-militants-set-free-24-civilians-west-mosul/, May 29, 2017
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security considerations. Brigadier
General Watheq al-Hamadni, head
of Nineveh Police, said in a
statement that several Islamic State
members had been  caught

129

disguised in such garments.

May 28

Turkey’s military killed 13 members
of the militant Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) in air strikes in the
Avasin-Basyan region of northern
Iraq.”*

13 NS

International Economic Issues

¢ The 3" Special Meeting of RCEP held in Hanoi
The 3rd RCEP Inter-sessional Ministerial Meeting was held on May 21-22, 2017

in Hanoi. Vietnam. The two-day meeting saw discussions on issues such as

goods, services, investments and rules in RCEP negotiations, providing the next
step in the negotiations process.” During the meeting, India held its ground by
refusing to give in to demands for tariff elimination of 92 per cent of goods and

offered 8o per cent elimination with a 6 per cent deviation and also a longer

implementation period for certain countries like China. More so, India has

asked the RCEP members to remain committed to their current MFN levels in

Mode 4 (movement of professionals).™*

12% Mohamed Mostafa, Iraqgi police ban nigab at IS-free locations in Mosul to hunt undercover militants, Iragi News, May 27,
2017, http://ww.iraginews.com/irag-war/iragi-police-ban-nigab-free-locations-mosul-hunt-undercover-militants/, accessed

May 29, 2017

130 Mohamed Mostafa, Turkish military says kills 13 Kurdish militants in northern Iraqg, Iraqi News, May 28, 2017,
http://www.iraginews.com/irag-war/turkish-military-says-Kkills-13-kurdish-militants-northern-irag/, accessed on May 29,

2017

181 “Vietnam hosts 3rd inter-sessional ministerial meeting of RCEP”, Xinhua News, May 22, 2017.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017

-05/22/c_136304639.htm

(accessedon May 23, 2017); Press Information BureaiGovernment of India, Ministry of Commerce &
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http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=162057

May 23, 2017)
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Standard,

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/rcep

May
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(accessed on May 24, 2017)
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e 52" Annual Meeting of African Development Bank in Gandhinagar, Gujarat

The 52" Annual Meeting of African Development Bank (AfDB) was held on
May 22-26, 2017 in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. Speaking at the inaugural session,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi reaffirmed Africa as the top priority in the
foreign and economic policy of India.”> He also pitched for an Asia-Africa
Growth Corridor (AAGC) to be developed along with Japan and the US in a bid
to counter the increasing Chinese presence on the African continent.?* In this
direction, a 30-page Vision Document for ‘free and open Indo-pacific region’ -
based on four pillars of development and cooperation, projects, quality
infrastructure and institutional connectivity - was adopted during the meeting
on May 24, 2017.”°

¢ Euro zone ministers eye Greek debt deal with IMF, new loans decision in
June
Euro zone finance ministers failed to agree on debt relief for Greece with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) on May 22, 2017 due to lack of consensus
between the euro zone and the bank on debt relief for Greece. Several euro
zone governments, notably Germany, do not want to pay out any new loans
until the IMF joins the bailout, and the IMF says it can only do so if it gets more
clarity from the euro zone on what kind of debt relief it will offer Greece at the
end of the bailout in 2018 to make its debt sustainable. 3°

e G7leaders agree to fight protectionism in Toarmina Summit

The 43" G7 summit was held in Toarmina, Italy on May 26-27, 2017. During the
two-day meeting, the leaders of G7 countries expressed their commitment to
free, fair and mutually beneficial trade and investment, while creating
reciprocal benefits as key engines for growth and job creation. They reiterated
their commitment to keep markets open and to fight protectionism, while
standing firm against all unfair trade practices.”’

13- AOI EE O0OAOEAEh O! £#OEAA EAU &£ O )T AEAh OOAAA EAO AT O
@OAOT Al ' £AAE OO 52¢AnHull Rideting/fi Aifican IDefelopmienfBaNRML Hin Gandhinagar (May

22-26, 2017) http://www.mea.gov.in/press -
releases.htm?dtl/28474/52nd_Annual_Meeting_of African_Development_Bank20

17_Gandhinagar_May 2226 20Xdccessed on May 26, 2017)

134 «Modi pitches Asia-Africa growth corridor in a bid to counter China”, The Indian Express, May 24, 2017.

135 Avinash Nair, “A free Indo-Pacific region for Asia, Africa”, The Indian Express, May 25, 2017.

138« Buro zone ministers eye Greek debt deal with IMF, new loans decision in June”, Reuters, May 22, 2017.
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-eurozone-greece-debt-idUSKBN18H14J (accessed on May 23, 2017)

137 «“G7 Toarmina Leaders’ Communique”,
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/G7%20Taormina%20Leaders%27%20Communique_270520
17.pdf (accessed on May 29, 2017)
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