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ASEAN was well represented at the Annual General Debate of the United Nations General
Assembly, held from 19-25 September, 2017. Based on the speeches given by each of the
head of the delegations from the individual ASEAN States, the major issues were brought
to light have been thematically categorised into eight segments. The following is a brief
overview based on the statements made by nine of the ASEAN States heads of delegation
[Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam], except Myanmar as it has been dealt with in a separate paper; subsequently
these have been put in a tabular form under Set I, Set II, and Set III.
Economic and Sustainable Development
All the nations were of the option that sustainable development set in the UN 2030
Agenda has been incorporated into their respective development programmes. Efforts are
also being made in order to diversify respective economies through innovations in order
to ensure inclusive growth and reduce mass poverty. ASEAN nations were of the view that

a sustainable economic growth is the clearest path towards achieving the desired growth
while also ensuring the security for the future generation.
UN Reform
Except for Cambodia and the Philippines the rest of the ASEAN heads of the delegation
emphasised the need to bring about the necessary reform within the UN. This according
to them is necessary in order for the UN to remain relevant and become effective in order
to address the pressing issues around the world. Thus, they fully support and extend their
full cooperation to the UN Secretary-General as well as the Member States towards
implementing the reform process.
Israel-Palestine Conflict
This year completes fifty years of the Israel-Palestine conflict, Brunei, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Laos, called on the UN to end the existing stalemate with a new approach.
Climate Change
All of the ASEAN States expressed grave concern on the reality of climate change while
expressing their deepest condolences to the victims of recent natural disasters. The
leaders also expressed their country’s support and commitment to the Paris Agreement as
they believe it is best option to ensure economic growth while ensuring a sustainable
planet for the future generations.
Global Cooperation and Multilateralism
The role of multilateralism and global cooperation in advancing the desired goals had
been enunciated by all the ASEAN States. Further, with the emerging global challenges
the leaders expressed that the need for global cooperation and multilateralism becomes
even stronger. Cambodia’s leader while expressing the benefits of globalisation also
pointed out the while it has benefitted no doubt it has also resulted in more inequality
and in a way has led to confrontation between the major powers.

Security: Terrorism and Korean Peninsula Unrest
The leaders of the delegations spoke of the great threat to global security posed by the
rise of extremism, terrorism, and the ongoing conflicts. In the case of terrorism all were of
the view that it stems due to the prevalence of poverty, marginalisation, and alienation,
notably amongst the youth. Global cooperation and a comprehensive approach is the only
way to deal with the issue. Further, all the States condemned the missile and nuclear tests
of the DPRK, while calling on all parties concerned to exercise the utmost restraint and
engage in dialogue in order to diffuse the situation.

South China Sea
Vietnam and Philippines were the only two ASEAN countries to bring out the South
China Sea issue. While Vietnam called upon all the parties concerned to exercise selfrestraint and settle disputes by peaceful means in accordance with the 1982 UNCLOS,
Philippines’s Foreign Secretary Alan Cayetano, spoke on completion of the long-overdue
code of conduct in the South China Sea, while Vietnam’s leader sought an effective and
legally binding Code of Conduct.

Situation in the Rakhine State
Four of the ASEAN States namely; Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, and Malaysia
made direct references to the humanitarian crisis in the Rakhine State. While making
clear the complexity of the situation the leaders expressed their concern and sought the
quick settlement of the crisis as it could lead to the rise of extremist tendency amongst
the displaced ethnic people.
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