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South Korean President Moon Jae-in made his first state visit to China during December 13-16,
2017. The visit came at a critical juncture in South Korea-China relations which has been strained
following Seoul’s decision to deploy THAAD missile defence system in July 2016. Seoul and Beijing
reached an agreement on October 31, 2017, to swiftly bring bilateral exchanges and cooperation in
all areas back on a "normal track”. In this context, President Moon’s visit was a diplomatic followup in normalising the bilateral relation. However, the manner in which the visit was hurried at
the risk of failure indicates Seoul’s urgency in mending ties with Beijing. The main reason for the
rush was the winter Olympics in South Korea in February 2018. President Moon saw the Olympics
as an opportunity for a diplomatic breakthrough in inter-Korean relations and to reduce tension
in the Korean peninsula. On the background of President Moon’s China visit, the article explains
recent developments in South Korea-China relations and its implication for the region.
Moon-Xi Summit
During his visit, President Moon had his third summit with President Xi Jinping. They met
previously on the sidelines of the Hamburg G20 summit in July 2017, and the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum in Danang, Vietnam in November 2017.
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Ahead of his visit President Moon declared that his primary goal was to “restore trust
between the two countries and open a new era for the South Korea-China relationship.”1
“Restoring trust” from Seoul’s perspective meant bridging differences between the two countries
on THAAD by convincing Beijing that the deployment is targeted only on North Korea and in no
way a challenge to China’s security. A diplomatic breakthrough was achieved with October 31st
joint statement. However, the restoration of economic relation was overdue.
During the summit, Moon told President Xi that he “wish to solidify the foundation for a
new era in the relationship between the two countries based on trust and friendship between us
two leaders”.2 In response, President Xi said "China-South Korea relations experienced a setback
due to the reason we all know. I am confident the president's visit will be an important
opportunity for us to improve our relationship by paving a better way based on mutual respect
and trust."3 During his visit, President Moon also met Premier Li Keqiang. Premier Li at the
meeting said that the "communication channels between economy and trade-related offices are
currently suspended. The countries may restart communication channels and strengthen their
dialogue in the future.” President Moon said that his visit would “mark the first step in the
countries' move toward a new era of co-existence”.4
According to South Korean Presidential Office, President Moon and President Xi
“completely overcame the awkwardness over the issue of THAAD. Even though the THAAD issue
isn't resolved completely, the frequency and intensity with which China raised the issue became
markedly lower."5 With an understating at the leadership level, Seoul and Beijing agreed to fully
restore 77 channels of senior-level consultations, including Korea-China economic ministers'
talks. President Moon and President Xi also agreed to set up a new communication hotline, to
enable direct and frequent dialogue between the two leaders.6 Two leaders also agreed on four
principles on North Korea; no war on Korean Peninsula, denuclearization of the Korean
peninsula, peaceful resolution of all issues including North Korean nuclear problem and
improvement of Inter-Korean relations.7
Economic agenda was top on President Moon’s visit. The President was accompanied by a
strong delegation of 300 businessmen including top executives of Korean conglomerates like
Samsung, Hyundai Motor, LG, SK, and Hanwha. In improving economic ties President Moon
proposed three principles; strengthening the institutional foundation by expanding economic
cooperation to new areas and industrial sectors, pursuing future-oriented cooperation including
joint projects in third country, and expanding cultural exchange. The new vision was
substantiated by a series of deals signed during President Moon’s visit. A MoU was signed to start
negotiations on expanding bilateral free trade agreement to include the service and financial
sectors. South Korea-China FTA, which went into effect in late 2015, focuses on manufacturing
goods.8 South Korean Finance Ministry announced the agreement to resume high-level dialogue
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to discuss financial and economic issues quickly. Agricultural Ministries of the two countries
signed a MoU on animal safety and quarantine cooperation, which will facilitate informationsharing on the contagious animal disease.9
During the visit, President Moon also vowed to make efforts to link his “New North” and
“New South” policies with China's “One Belt, One Road” initiative. President Moon said, "I am
confident a link between the One Belt, One Road initiative and New North, New South policies
will lead to peace and joint prosperity in the region.” President Moon also called to build a "digital
silk road" between the two countries to assist the development of their IT industries and fourth
industrial revolution.10 On December 17, 2017, Beijing has approved the construction of three
industrial parks to be jointly operated by South Korean and Chinese firms. The industrial parks
are located in Yancheong in Jiangsu Province, Yantai in Shandong Province and Huizhou in
Guangdong Province.11 These projects are also being promoted as the Soul-Beijing cooperation
under the Belt and Road Initiative.
During the visit, President Moon also focused on promoting Pyeongchang Winter
Olympics and sought President Xi’s support in using the sports event as an opportunity to make a
breakthrough in inter-Korean relations and to reduce tension in the Korean peninsula. Both
leaders in this direction agreed to make concerted effort to encourage North Korean participation
in the Pyeongchang Games.12
President Moon’s visit was an important step in restoring South Korea-China relations at
the official level. However, visit also witnessed events that undercut the image between the two
countries. South Korean media claimed that China was disrespectful towards their president and
was also angered by an incident involving the assault of a Korean journalist by Chinese security
guard. On his arrival, President Moon was received by a vice-ministerial level foreign ministry
official and was not invited to a customary lunch with Chinese Premier. Korean media called
these two incidents as a snub. They compared President Moon’s visit to that of the President of
the Philippines Rodrigo Duterte, who was received by Foreign Minister Wang Yi. Against the
Korean media claim, it was argued that these incidents were the result of inadequate preparation
by Seoul. President Moon’s visit coincided with the 80th anniversary of the Nanjing Massacre.
On the economic front, President Moon was successful in resuming projects that have
been stalled and managed to initiate some new projects. However, the visit could not convince
Beijing to remove the ban on the tourism sector completely. The absence of joint statement and
joint press conference suggest that the difference between the two countries on THAAD persist.
Agreement on the four principles on North Korea was a significant political gesture which
highlighted the shared perspective. However, these are positions that the Chinese leaders have
been repeating since the first nuclear crisis in the mid-1990s. The visit could not produce any
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specific plans to resolve the North Korean threat nor could persuade Beijing to get along with
Seoul’s “maximum pressure” campaign. It was speculated that President Moon would request
China to do more specifically asking to stop oil supply. In fact, Beijing stopped Seoul from making
such a demand before the visit. Two days before President Moon’s visit Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said: “China will not support or accept the demands of any party that are inconsistent
with the resolutions or measures that go beyond the resolutions.”13
Developments in South Korea-China Relations
In August 2017 South Korea and China celebrated the 25th anniversary of their diplomatic
normalisation. In the last quarter of a century, South Korea-China relations have come a long
way. Bilateral trade reached a record figure of US$ 240 billion in 2017. South Korea’s trade with
China exceeds its combined trade with US and Japan, second and third largest trade partners.14
China has become the top destination for South Korean investment, with a total stock at about
$52 billion. 15 The political relation between the two countries reached a high when former South
Korean President Park Geun-hye attended China’s military parade commemorating the 70th
anniversary of the end of World War II in September 2015.16
Until the fifth nuclear test of North Korea in January 2016 South Korea and China
maintained good relations. Following the nuclear test, President Park stated that Seoul would
review its position on THAAD “solely based on our security and national interests”. 17 Previously
Seoul reassured Beijing by maintaining “three No’s”- there had been no request, no consultation,
and no decision regarding the THAAD between the US and South Korea.18 On July 8, Seoul
announced its decision to deploy THAAD by stating it as a “defence measure to protect the people
of South Korea and the armed forces of the South Korea-U.S. alliance.”19 Taking account of
Beijing’s concern Seoul stressed that it “will focus only on the threats from North Korea and will
not be used against a third party”.20 Within one hour of South Korea's announcement, China's
foreign ministry expressed "strong discontent and firm opposition," and summoned Seoul's
ambassador to China. Beijing stated that if the system is deployed, it will "seriously" impair
China’s strategic interests and the security balance in Northeast Asia, and warned Seoul that the
action "could destroy (Seoul-Beijing) bilateral relations in an instant".21
Notwithstanding Beijing’s strong protest, Seoul went ahead with the deployment at a site
provided by South Korean conglomerate Lotte.22 Lotte’s decision to provide land for the
deployment angered Beijing. It responded by conducting a tax probe as well as safety and sanitary
checks into Lotte Group's units in China. In the following months, 87 out of Lotte’s 112
hypermarket stores in China were shut down, and its mega-construction projects were stalled.
According to a report, the South Korean conglomerate suffered $2.2 billion in losses. In September
2017, Lotte announced that it is planning to sell off its local chain in China.23
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As Seoul continued with the deployment of THAAD in 2017 Beijing responded by
imposing “informal” sanctions on the entertainment and tourism industries and “informal”
penalties on South Korean consumer goods companies. The Hyundai Research Institute,
estimated the Chinese sanctions cost a loss of 8.5 trillion won (US$7.5 billion) in South Korea's
gross domestic product for 2017. The sanction effect was hard on the tourism industry. It was
estimated to have led to some 7.5 trillion won (US$6.8 billion) in losses for Seoul’s tourism
industry.24 Since March 2017 China banned the sale of group tours to Seoul.25 The number of
visitors fell 3.29 million in the first nine months of the year 2017. 26
According to Korean government sources, the “informal” sanction also affected South
Korea's cultural content trade.27 South Korea’s surplus in the trade of films, dramas, songs and
other cultural content was US$179.9 million during the first half of 2017. The figure is down 23.2
percent, or $54.3 million, from $234.2 million tallied for the second half of last year and a further
drop of $96.2 million from $276.1 million reached for the first half of 2016. THAAD row has also
affected South Korean investment flow to China. South Korean companies' investment in China
declined 43.7 percent in the first seven months of 2017. According to Bank of Korea, FDI totalled
US$1.75 billion in the January-July period, down from $3.11 billion in the same period last year.28
The use of economic instruments to build pressure on South Korea to achieve foreign
policy objectives featured emerging aspects of Chinese economic statecraft. Beijing retaliation
targeting tourism and entertainment industry was obvious yet informal presenting it as a reaction
of Chinese public to Seoul’s action. These two sectors constitute only a small portion of the
bilateral economic ties, however, gained significant attention in the South Korea media. By
selecting entertainment and tourism industry and avoiding interdependent sectors of
manufacturing, Beijing managed to maximize the symbolic and physiological impact of the
sanction, avoiding its negative effect on the Chinese economy. In fact, the trade between the two
countries has grown thirteen percent in 2017.29
There had been a sign of improvement in Seoul relations with Beijing following the
election of Moon Jae-in as South Korean President in May 2017. Two THAAD launchers were
declared operational in early May 2017. However, upon assuming office, President Moon decided
to suspend the deployment of additional four launchers temporarily on the grounds of pending
environmental assessment of the deployment site. Meanwhile, President Moon made attempts to
improve Seoul’s relation with Beijing by sending a special envoy to meet President Xi and through
Seoul’s participation in the first Belt and Road Forum.30 President Moon’s ambiguous position on
THAAD created the opportunity for the first Moon-Xi summit on the sidelines of Hamburg G20
Summit in July.
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However, on July 28, 2017, following North Korea’s second ICBM test, President Moon
reversed his position, ordering a "temporary" deployment of the four additional launchers of the
missile defence system.31 On September 7, 2017, South Korea’s Defense Ministry announced the
deployment of four launchers for the THAAD battery, in addition to the two already in operation,
describing the move as a "tentative" step to counter the growing threats from North Korea”.32
China strongly protested the deployment and “demanded South Korea and the United States stop
relevant deployment procedures immediately."33
On October 31, 2017, Seoul and Beijing announced their agreement in a joint statement to
swiftly bring bilateral exchanges and cooperation in all areas back on a "normal track.”34 Seoul and
Beijing apparently didn’t completely resolve the prolonged dispute over the THAAD, but said that
“they will continue to find a solution through dialogue.” According to the joint statement;
"The Korean side took note of China's position and concern regarding the THAAD issue,
and made it clear that the THAAD system deployed in Korea is, pursuant to the original purpose
of its deployment, not directed at a third country. The Chinese side reiterated that it opposes the
deployment. ... at the same time, The Chinese side took note of the position stated by the Korean
side (Korean Foreign Minister’s Statement on October 30, 2017). The two agreed to engage in
communication on THAAD-related issues. The Korean side again explained the relevant position
that the Korean government has publicly revealed.”35
On October 30, 2017, Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha announced the “three no”
position of Seoul. The “three no’s” are, no additional THAAD deployments, no participation in the
U.S.-led missile defence (MD) networks, and no U.S.-Japan-ROK trilateral alliance. In doing so,
she also said that "the 'three nos' is not an issue to which we have agreed to China ... We have just
repeated and confirmed our stance that we have so far presented".36
The understanding between Seoul and Beijing on THAAD and agreement to improve
bilateral relations paved the way for the second Moon-Xi Summit on the sideline of APEC
meeting in DaNang on November 11, 2017. During the summit President Xi said the October 31
agreement marked a "new start and a good beginning." President Xi also underscored the
importance of South Korea-China relations, saying the conditions on the Korean Peninsula were
at a "pivotal juncture”.37 On November 13, 2017, President Moon Jae-in met Premier Li Keqiang in
Manila on the sidelines on ASEAN meeting. The South Korean leader told Li in a bilateral
meeting.38 President Moon told Premier Li that he “feel South Korea-China relations are now at a
new starting line".39 In response, Premier Li said that a "new horizon" would open for the
countries' bilateral relationship.40
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Conclusion
The issues surrounding THAAD was a point of departure in South Korea –China relations and
marks the end of the smooth sailing phase. The impasse on bilateral relations was not simply an
aberration rather manifest a structural contradiction in South Korea-China relations. The
structural dimension of Beijing-Seoul relation is determined by the nature of US-China relations
and inter-Korea relations. The deterioration of either of the two will have a negative impact on
the Beijing-Seoul relation, and the impact will be high when both are in decline at the same time.
The THAAD controversy also indicates Beijing’s increasing assertiveness on the developments in
the Korean peninsula. The development has also brought out the high degree of vulnerability in
South Korean foreign policy in the context of great power competition, which it has been
managing quite successfully for some time by balancing its alliance with the US and partnership
with China.
Seoul’s delicate balancing between Beijing and Washington for its advantage has been
quite visible from the way it managed to break the impasse on China-South Korea relations issue
without entirely succumbing to China’s pressure nor hurting US-Korea alliance. By announcing
diplomatic normalisation between South Korea and China a week before US president’s visit to
East Asia was a definite step on the part of Seoul was a clear diplomatic manoeuvre to maximise
its interest by being in between US and China. President Moon’s “balancing approach” was also
reflected in Seoul’s reluctance in endorsing President Trump’s “free and open Indo-Pacific”
initiative.41 The “no war” principle announced between Seoul and Beijing during President Moon’s
visit to China was also an instance where Seoul has been relying on Beijing to signal its strong
opposition to Washington’s talk of the military option as a solution to the North Korean nuclear
problem.
Beijing’s utilisation of its economic lever to build pressure on Seoul also reveals the
changing nature of South Korea-China economic relations from interdependence to dependence.
Since the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1992, Beijing’s share of Seoul’s total trade has
reached from four percent to twenty-five percent. However, Seoul’s share of Beijing’s trade has
remained static around 7 percent. Seoul’s export dependency on China is twice as its dependency
on the US. South Korea-China economic relations feature an asymmetric level of dependence,
where South Korea dependent more on China than China’s dependence on South Korea.42
Another evolving but important feature of South Korea-China relations is the increasing
competition between the two economies. Structural complementarily which facilitated the
economic partnership between the two countries over the last two decades is fading with the
transformations in the Chinese economy. With increasing competitiveness in the economy,
Chinese companies have emerged to become rivals to Korean companies in both domestic and
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international market.43 China’s economic coercion has forced Seoul to fundamentally rethink
about its China strategy and altered its perception of China. Seoul has been lately adopted a
diversification strategy to avoid economic over-dependence on China. A key to this move is
President Moon’s ‘New South Policy’ with an emphasis to push economic linkages with ASEAN
and India.
Though Seoul and Beijing have agreed to normalise their bilateral relation, the THAAD
issue is far from over and unlikely to get solved anytime soon. While deciding on the return of
bilateral ties to the “track of normal development,” Beijing also maintained that its “position on
the THAAD issue has been clear and consistent” and “remains unchanged.”44 Given that the issue
is very much a part of domestic politics and a proxy for geopolitical competition, THAAD will
continue to remain as a spoiler. The new context marked by heightened geopolitical tension in
the Korean Peninsula, increasing rivalry between US and China and the fading complementarily
between South Korean and Chinese economy, the bilateral relations between Seoul and Beijing
won’t be as easy as it was in the past. While walking a thin line between Beijing and Washington
President Moon’s attempt would be to avoid situations leading to the strategic dilemma of
choosing between the two.
****
*Dr Jojin V. John, Research Fellow, Indian Council of World Affairs, New Delhi.
Disclaimer: The views expressed are that of the Researcher and not of the Council.
Notes
1

“Moon, Xi set for talks over N. Korea, bilateral tie”, The Yonhap News, December 14, 2017
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/13/0301000000AEN20171213007700315.html
2
“Moon to meet Chinese prime minister, parliamentary speaker“, The Yonhap News, December 15, 2017,
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/14/0301000000AEN20171214012400315.html
3
“Moon to highlight S. Korea-China ties in visit to site of independence movement”, The Yonhap News,
December 16, 2017,
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/15/0301000000AEN20171215005700315.html
4
“ Moon says S. Korea, China at starting line, must move forward”, The Yonhap News, December 15, 2017,
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/15/0301000000AEN20171215010300315.html
5
"Moon, Xi overcome 'awkwardness' over THAAD through summit: official", The Yonhap News, December
17, 2018, english.yonhapnews.co.kr/search1/2603000000.html?cid=AEN20171217002451315
6
China repeatedly claimed that Beijing and Seoul had reached a “consensus” that Seoul will not deploy any
more THAAD batteries, join the U.S. missile defense system in Asia, or engage in trilateral military
cooperation with the United States and Japan. However, South Korea remained deliberately ambiguous on
the issue by referring to the talk between both sides as a “consultation” rather than a “consensus.” During
Moon’s latest meeting with China’s top leaders, he still held fast to this stance.
7
“Leaders of S. Korea, China pledge joint efforts to improve ties, denuclearize N. Korea“, The Yonhap News,
December 14, 2017
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/14/0301000000AEN20171214013100315.html
8
“Moon, Xi vow efforts to improve ties, peacefully denuclearize N. Korea“, The Yonhap News, December 14,
2017, http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/14/0301000000AEN20171214012052315.html
9
“S. Korea, China to resume high-level dialogue on financial cooperation”, The Yonhap News, December 15,
2017, http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/15/0301000000AEN20171215010900320.html

8

10

"S. Korean leader urges increased business cooperation between S. Korea, China", The Yonhap News,
December 16, 2018, english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/16/0301000000AEN20171216001700315.html
11
"China approves construction of 3 S. Korea-China industrial parks", The Yonhap News, December 17, 2018,
english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/12/17/0301000000AEN20171217002500315.html
12
"Result of State Visit to China by the President", Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ROK,
www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5674/view.do?seq=319595&srchFr=&srchTo=&srchWord=&srchTp=&multi_it
m_seq=0&itm_seq_1=0&itm_seq_2=0&company_cd=&company_nm=&page=3&titleNm=
13
“Speech by Foreign Minister Wang Yi at the Opening of Symposium on International Developments and
China's Diplomacy in 2017”, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, PRC, December 10, 2017,
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjbxw/t1518130.shtml
14
K-Statistics, Korea International Trade Association, http://www.kita.org/kStat/byCount_SpeCount.do
15
"China's Thaad Backlash May See South Korea Invest More in Asean", Bloomberg, March 8, 2017,
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-03-07/china-s-thaad-backlash-may-see-south-koreainvest-more-in-asean
16
"Park attends military parade in China", The Yonhap News, September 3, 2015,
www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2015/09/03/16/0301000000AEN20150903003253315F.html
17
"President Park Geun-hye's Year's press conference", Seoul Sinmun, January 13, 2016,
http://www.seoul.co.kr/news/newsView.php?id=20160113500312#csidxce62c1ac6dd7a40b87437e1c4b6f76b"w
ww.seoul.co.kr/news/newsView.php?id=20160113500312
18
"South Korea, US announce beginning of consultations on THAAD deployment", Hankyoreh, February 11,
2016, www.english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_international/729924.html
19
“South Korea and US decides to deploy THAAD” Ministry of National Defense, July 8, 2016,
http://www.mnd.go.kr/user/newsInUserRecord.action?command=view&newsId=I_669&siteId=mnd&page=
1&id=mnd_020400000000&newsSeq=I_9465
20
Ibid
21
"Worsening N. Korean threats prompt Seoul to deploy THAAD, risk fraying China ties", The Yonhap
News, July 8, 2016, www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/search1/2603000000.html?cid=AEN20160708010300315
22
"Fore! South Korea golf course may get anti-missile battery", The Reuters, September 30, 2016,
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-usa-thaad/fore-south-korea-golf-course-may-get-antimissile-battery-idUSKCN1200IT
23
"Lotte Group hoping for biz comeback on S. Korea-China thaw", The Yonhap News, November 1, 2017,
www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/search1/2603000000.html?cid=AEN20171101003400320
24
"Damage from China's ban on S. Korean tours estimated at 7.5 tln won", The Yonhap News, December 3,
2017, www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/search1/2603000000.html?cid=AEN20171203004100320
25
"THAAD row with China costs S. Korea dear: report", The Yonhap News, September 15, 2017,
www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2017/09/15/0200000000AEN20170915008300320.html
26
"S. Korea's cultural content trade surplus drops amid China's economic sanctions: data", The Yonhap
News, September 18, 2017,
www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2017/09/18/0200000000AEN20170918002400320.html
27
"S. Korea's cultural content trade surplus drops amid China's economic sanctions: data", The Yonhap
News, September 18, 2017,
www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2017/09/18/0200000000AEN20170918002400320.html
28
"S. Korea's direct investment in China plunges 44 pct amid THAAD row", The Yonhap News, September
17, 2017, www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2017/09/17/0200000000AEN20170917002700320.html
29
K-Statistics, Korea International Trade Association, http://www.kita.org/kStat/byCount_SpeCount.do
30
“Belt and Road Forum signals reopening of South Korea-China diplomacy”, Hankyoreh, May 15, 2017,
http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_international/794810.html
31
“Moon orders more THAAD launchers to be deployed “, The Yonhap News Agency, July 29, 2017,
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2017/07/29/0200000000AEN20170729001251315.html
32
“S. Korea closely monitors China's further moves over THAAD deployment”, The Yonhap News,
September 7, 2017,
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/09/07/0301000000AEN20170907008251315.html

9

33

“S. Korea closely monitors China's further moves over THAAD deployment “, The Yonhap News,
September 7, 2017,
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2017/09/07/0301000000AEN20170907008251315.html
34
“Results of bilateral talks on improving bilateral relations between Korea and China”, Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, ROK, October 31, 2017,
http://www.mofa.go.kr/www/brd/m_4080/down.do?brd_id=235&seq=367200&data_tp=A&file_seq=1
35
Ibid
36
"FM dismisses Chinese media's calls to restrict THAAD operations ", The Yonhap News, November 27,
2017, http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2017/11/27/0200000000AEN20171127010700315.html; "S. Korea
not mulling any more THAAD deployments: foreign minister", The Yonhap News, October 30, 2017,
www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/search1/2603000000.html?cid=AEN20171030008752315
37
“Leaders of S. Korea, China mend ties, reaffirm efforts to denuclearize N. Korea”, Yonhap News,
November 11, 2017, http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2017/11/11/0200000000AEN20171111004154315.html
38
“Leaders of S. Korea, China note 'bright' future for Seoul-Beijing ties”, The Yonhap News, November 13,
2017 http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/search1/2603000000.html?cid=AEN20171113012153315
39
"Leaders of S. Korea, China note 'bright' future for Seoul-Beijing ties ", The Yonhap News, November 13,
2017, www.english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2017/11/13/0200000000AEN20171113012153315.html
40
Ibid
41
"Moon cautious about Indo-Pacific proposal", The Korea Times, November 10, 2017,
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2017/11/120_239062.html
42
Yoichi Funabashi, "South Korea and the curse of geopolitics", The Japan Times, December 11, 2017,
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2017/12/11/commentary/world-commentary/south-korea-cursegeopolitics/#.Wnn5k-e_PIU
43
Ibid
44
"Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference", The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, PRC, October 31, 2017, www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/t1506230.shtml

10

