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Abstract:
The 19th SCO meeting was held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. It was the second time that India
participated as a full member. The meeting focussed on ways to enhance cooperation in economic
matters and in counter terrorism.
The 19th Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit meeting was held on June 13 – 14, 2019
at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan and the participating countries signed 14 agreements covering sports,
healthcare and environment. At the conclusion Russia took over the presidency of the SCO. The
next summit is scheduled to take place in
Russia and will focus on counter-terrorism
and on managing the crises in Afghanistan
and Syria. It would also mark the celebrations
of the 75th anniversary of victory over Nazism.1
This was only the second time when
India participated in the SCO summit as a full
member.
Terrorism
and
economic
opportunities are two major issues which New
Delhi has been pursuing at the SCO. The
Indian Prime Minister Narendra (PM) Modi
while addressing the summit emphasised the
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template of HEALTH to boost regional cooperation. In his speech he argued that SCO should look
for ways to further increase the cooperation with the idea of H for Health Care Cooperation, E for
Economic Cooperation, A for Alternate Energy, L for Literature and Culture, T for Terrorism free
Society and H for Humanitarian Cooperation.2 Focussing on ‘T’, the PM also made a subtle
reference to Pakistan for its continued support terrorism. He argued, “Countries responsible for
aiding, supporting and providing financial assistance to terrorists should be held accountable.
SCO members should also effectively explore the capacity of Shanghai Cooperation OrganizationRegional Anti-Terrorist Structure (SCO-RATS) to eliminate terrorism. India calls for an
international conference to combat the scourge of terrorism”.3 This underscores the argument
that terrorism has always been one of the major agendas discussed at the SCO Summits and this
year was no different. It was no surprise that the member states signed a joint declaration which
projected a very strong approach towards terrorism, according to the official statement from the
Indian Ministry of External Affairs.4
On the sidelines of the Summit, PM Modi met with the President of the Kyrgyz Republic,
Sooronbay Jeenbekov, President Alexander Lukashenko of Belarus, President Khaltmaagiin
Battulga of Mongolia, President of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani, Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Chinese President Xi Jinping. During these meetings the primary focus was to look for ways
to further strengthen the bilateral relationships. Modi could not meet the President Hassan
Rouhani of Iran due to scheduling issues.5
In the meeting with Xi Jinping, both sides discussed ways to further strengthen the
economic relationship. Xi emphasised that, “the two sides to stick to the fundamental judgement
that China and India offer to each other chances for development, and do not pose each other
threats, and called on the two countries to keep deepening mutual trust, focusing on cooperation,
and properly handling their disputes so as to turn the bilateral relationship into a positive
element for their respective development”.6 This growing relationship has been apparent with
rising bilateral trade figures that touched to 95 billion dollars in 2018 and is projected to cross 100
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billion dollars in 2019.7 The Indian side reiterated its stand on the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzistan, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan endorsed their support for
the BRI while India was not a part of this list. 8 India also expressed its concerns regarding the
transparency of investments and argued that sovereignty and territorial integrity of countries
should be respected.9
There was no meeting with the Pakistani PM Imran Khan, though the PM Modi did
exchange pleasantries with him, when they came face to face at the leaders’ lounge. Imran Khan
congratulated Modi on his recent win. However, the two sides had avoided each other at all the
other prior engagements. Reports bring out that the Pakistani side had written to India requesting
for resumption of the bilateral talks. Ahead of the SCO Summit these requests were made by
Imran Khan and Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood.10
The call for strengthening the economic dynamics of SCO cooperation which was raised
by India was strongly supported by Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev
expressed the need for an Economic Forum of the SCO members, which can meet annually. The
President asserted that, “In order to intensify contacts of the business circles of our countries, we
are in favour of holding the SCO Economic Forum on a regular basis, including in a regional
format.”11
The recently concluded SCO Summit provides New Delhi with one more platform to
interact with the Central Asian region, discuss counter terrorism and major global issues. The
Central Asian member countries indicated their desire to strengthen the discussion on economic
cooperation among the SCO members, with the backdrop that they do not have access to any
other major economic grouping. The 2019 meeting had strong undertone of economic concerns
because of the ongoing trade war and the weakening of the World Trade Organisation (WTO)
system. One interesting aspect to watch will be how the SCO meetings influence developments in
Afghanistan and Iran. However, for the SCO to become more successful the member states will
have to work their way around the existing bilateral issues, and the organisation as a whole will
have to find creative ways to internally balance Russia and China while strengthening its Central
Asian voice.
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